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Preface

The extreme weather conditions tha aonducive to wildfire disasters (usually a combination

of extended drought, low relative humidity and high winds) can occur in this area of Georgia as
infrequently as every 105 years. This is not a regular event, but as the number of homes that
have ben built in or adjacent to forested or wildland areas increases, it can turn a wildfire under
these weather conditions into a major disaster. Wildfires move fast and can quickly overwhelm
the resources of even the best equipped fire department. Advanoaglaan save liveepmes
andbusinesses.

This Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) includes a locally assessed evaluation of the
wildland urban interface areas of the county, looking at the critical issues regarding access to
these areas, riskipor operti es from gener al i ssues such
practices and response from local firefighting resources. It further incorporates a locally devised
action plan to mitigate these risks and hazards though planning, educatiotm@navenues that

may become available to address the increasing threat of wildland fire. The CWPP does not
obligate the county financially in any way, but instead lays a foundation for improved emergency
response if and when grant funding is availablthe county.

The Plan is provided at no cost to the county and can be very important for county applications
for hazard mitigation grant funds through the National Fire Plan, FEMA mitigation grants and
Homeland Security. Under the Healthy FoRestoration Act (HFRA) of 2003, communities
(counties) that seek grants from the federal government for hazardous fuels reduction work are
required to prepare a Community Wildfire Protection Plan.
This plan will:

1 Enhance publisafety

1 Raise public awareess of wildfire hazards amidks

1 Educate homeowners on how to reduce hnitability

1 Build and improve collaboration at multigkevels

The public does not have to fall victim to this type of disaster. Homes (and communities) can be
designé, built and maintained to withstand a wildfire even in the absence of fire equipment and
firefighters on the scene. It takes planning and commitment at the local level before the wildfire
disaster occurs and that is what the Community Wildfire Protedfitam is all about.
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|. OBJECTIVES

The mission of the following report is to set clear priorities for the implementation of wildfire
mitigation in Brantley County. The plan includes prioritized recommendations for the
appropriate types and methods of fregluction and structure ignitability reduction that will
protect this community and its essential infrastructure. It also includes a plan for wildfire
suppression. Specifically, the plan includes commurstytered actions that will:

1 Educate citizens onilgfire, its risks, and ways to protect lives gmbperties,
1 Support fire rescue and suppressenitities,

1 Focus on collaborative decisionaking and citizeparticipation,

1 Develop and implement effective mitigation strategaesl

1 Develop and implemenffective community ordinances acddes.

[I. COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

The core team convened on Februdfy®12 to assess risks and develop the Community

Wildfire Protection Plan. The group is comprised of representatives from local government, local
fire authorities, and the state agency responsible for forest management. Below are the groups
included in the task force:

Brantley County EMA
Brantley County Volunteer Fire Depts.
Georgia Forestry Commission

It was decided to conduct commun@igsessments on the basis individual fire districts in the
county. The chiefs of the fire departments in the county assessed their districts and reconvened
on March 13, 2012 for the purpose of completing the following:

Risk Assessment Assessed wildfire lmard risks and prioritized mitigation actions.
FuelsReduction Identified strategies for coordinating fuels treatmmojects.

Structurelgnitability Identified strategies for reducing the ignitabilitystfuctures
within the Wildlandinterface.

Emergency Management Forged relationships among local government and fire districts and
developed/refined a piuppression plan.

EducationandOutreach Developed strategies for increasing citizen awarenessciod
and to conduct homeowner and commutegdemworkshops.
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[Il. C OMMUNITY & WILDFIRE HISTORY

Community History

In 1920 Brantley County, in southeast Georgia, became Georgia's 158th

county. Prior to 1920, residents of the area that made up parts of

Charlton, Pierce, and Wayreunties felt estranged from their

county governments. Most of them lived in héoereach rural

areas, far removed from where political decisions were made. In

1919 a group of these dissatisfied Georgians created a
"citizens' committee," led by local stesenator J. K.

Larkins, to convince their neighbors and the state
legislature to create the new county.

The 444squaremile county was originally inhabited by
the Creek Indians. During the colonial period, the area fell
within the bounds of land disputég the Spanish and the
English, a debate settled in favor of the English following the
Battle of Bloody Marsh in 1742. The county was named for
either Benjamin Daniel Brantley (183), a merchant who encouraged the development of
cotton ginning and turpgine manufacturing in the area, or his son, William Gordon Brantley
(1860:1934), who served in both houses of the Georgia legislature and in the
U.S. House of Representatives.

Soon after the county was created, controversy arose over the choice ofntyeseatt Senator
Larkins and most members of the citizens' committee were from Hoboken, a thriving community
on the west side of the new county. The Brunswick and Western Railroad already ran through
the area, and the land in the west was better suitddttoe industry than the swampland in the
east. The only voting booths for the new county's voters were located at the Hoboken
schoolhouse. County residents in the east, claiming that their voting rights were being violated,
went to court over the locafn of the county seat. After three years of court battles and an
election, the Georgia General Assembly designated Nahunta, in the east, as the neseabunty

Nahunta, incorporated in 1925, is the second community with this name to be located in.the area
Old Nahunta was once a railroad stop west of pred@ypfNahunta and an important depot for
travelers catching trains on the nestbuth line from Jesup to Folkston. The depot, originally

built on stilts because of the area’'s swampy ground, was als@bgathering place. Among

those who caught trains there were U.S. presidents Calvin Coolidge and Dwight Eisenhower, and
the Duke and Duchess of Windsor (after the Duke's 1936 abdication of the British throne).

Hoboken was incorporated in 1920 and becamearly trade center because of its proximity to

the railroad. The town may have been named for the New Jersey city, as William A. Martin, who
built the town's first turpentine still, had a coworker from there. Hoboken is well known among
Sacred Harp sirggs for the "Hoboken style," which is so distinctive that it has been given a

place in the Library of Congress Local Legacies project. This unique style points to the
extraordinary isolation of Hoboken until recéimes.

Other towns in the county includdkinson, Hickox, Hortense, Lulaton, Trudie, and

Waynesville. Hortense, established in the nineteenth century as a timber and turpentine town and
flourishing when railroads intersected it in 1902, became the site of the Georgia State Prison
Camp in the 193s. Until it closed in 1944, the prison put its inmates to work constructing roads.

6



WILDFIREPROTECTIONPLAN:ANACTIONPLANFORWILDFIREMITIGATION

As late as 1950 heavy forest still covered 80 percent of the county's land, and its inhabitants
relied on forest products more than on agricultural products for econogténance. An attempt
at growing large orchards of Leconte pears in the early 1900s failed because of blight.

According to the 2010 U.S. census, the county population is 18,411, an increase from the 2000
population of 14,629.

Among the points of interesteaseveral parks: Confederate Soldiers' Park in Waynesville; Dixon
Memorial State Forest, a 35,788re resource shared with Ware County; Harrington Tract
Wildlife Management Area, shared with Glynn County; and Rayonier Wildlife Management
Area, shared wit Wayne County. The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge and Wilderness
Area spills over into Brantley County on its northeastern side. Also of interest are the Gibson
Family Pioneer Home in Waynesville and the Trail Ridge, part of andiBOnatural traifrom

the Altamaha River to the Santa Fe River in north Florida that wadyd¢ative Americans

and early settlers. Fort Mudge, a fort from the Revolutionary War (83y®nade famous by
cartoonist Walt Kelly in hifogocomic strips, was on maps for Bteay County until as late as
1955.

Special events include a bluegrass festival every spring and fall, and the Hoboken Trojan Fest.
Wildfire History

Brantley County located deep in south east Georgia, is 87% forested, despite an agricultural
presencescattered in parts of the county. Perhaps with the exception of the large blocks of
industrial woodlands, there are homes and communities scattered throughout the county. The
risks and hazards from the wildland urban interface are fairly general andnsiab#taoughout

the county even on the edges of the three incorporated cities.

Brantley County is protected by five organized volunteer fire departments located in Hoboken,
Hortense (2 stations), Nahunta, Waynesville and in the Calvary community. ThggaGeo
Forestry Commission maintains a county protection unit located two and a half miles east of
Nahunta on US Hwy 82 to respond to wildfires throughout the county. The cities of Hortense,
Hoboken and Nahunta are serviced by pressurized water systenmyaviints available.

Over the past 55 years, Brantley County has averaged 90 reported wildland fires per year,
burning an average of 460 acres per year. Using more recent figures over the past 20 years, this
number has remained somewhat steady at an avefa&$ fires per year burning on average 625
acres annually. The marked increase in acres may be somewhat skewed by inclusion of the two
record fire seasons in Southeastern Georgia in 2007 and 2011. The occurrence of these fires
during this later periodh®ws a pronounced peak during the months of February, March, April

and May accounting for 56% of the annual fires and 78% of the average acreage burned. There is
a significant decrease during the remainder of the year, particularly during the fall months.

Over the past@yearsFY 2008i FY2017,thecounty averaged having 55 wildfires burning

625 acres annually. Theading causes of these Stevas Debris Burning and Lightning

causing 36% and 24 respectively of the fires and 20% and/d.8spectively othe acres
burned.Another major cause was Incendiary (Arson) which caused 14% of the fires and 41%
of the total acres burned. Over the past 10 years records show that%wvet the debris
burningfires originated from residential burning.
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Wildfire information for Brantley County during the most recent complete fiscal year endingin June 2018.

PIES Acres

County = Brantley Cause Fires Acres 5Yr
5YrAvg

Avg
Campfire Campfire 1 0.05 2.60 21.78
Children Children 0 0.00 0.60 0.81
Debris: Ag Fields, Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures,
Pastures, Orchards,&Et | Orchards, Etc 0 0.00 0.60 2.90
Debris: Construction o : .
Land Clearin Debris: Constructin Land Clearing 0 0.00 0.20 0.02

is: p . :

DEbr'S. Escaped Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn 2 1.04 2.80 8.39
Prescribed Burn
Lkt Hovisshod Debris: Household Garbage 2 230| 080 0.64
Garbage
Debris: Other Debris: Other 0 0.00 0.60 3.55
Debris: Residential, Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, Yart
Leafpiles, Yard, Etc Etc = e 7220 22t
Debris: Site Prep .
Eorestrv Related Debris: Sie Prep- Forestry Related 0 0.00 1.80 56.02
Incendiary Incendiary 1 17.00 3.60 26.87
Lightning Lightning 5 6.70 8.40 119.21
Machine Use Machine Use 0 0.00 2.00 3.78
Miscellaneous: Miscellaneos:
Cutting/Welding/Grinding| Cutting/Welding/Grinding 2 085| 080 0.92
Miscellaneous: Miscellaneous:
Fireworks/Explosives Fireworks/Explosives ! Lo S e
Miscellaneous: Other Miscellaneous: Other 1 0.10 1.40 1.69
I\_/Ilscellane(_)us: Power Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electri 5 0.60 1.00 0.47
lines/Electric fences fences
Miscellaneous: Miscellaneos: Structure/Vehicle
Structure/Vehicle Fires | Fires 0 0.00 1.40 1.46
Railroad Railroad 1 5.00 0.20 1.00
Undetermined Undetermined 6 114.11 3.00 24.96
Totals for County:
Brantley Year: 2018 34 177.61 39.80 298.09



https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Campfire&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Children&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Construction%20Land%20Clearing&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Construction%20Land%20Clearing&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Escaped%20Prescribed%20Burn&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Escaped%20Prescribed%20Burn&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Incendiary&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Lightning&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Machine%20Use&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Fireworks/Explosives&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Fireworks/Explosives&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Railroad&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Brantley&SelectCause=Undetermined&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
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Acreage Burned /Number of Fires

For Brantley County
For FY 20082017

Year Acreage Burned | Number of Fires Average Size A\%?széi%eize
2008 830.13 57 14.56 4.56
2009 246.87 56 441 3.90
2010 226.25 54 4.19 3.93
2011 3,105.25 145 21.42 17.56
2012 243.53 46 5.29 5.08
2013 283.47 28 10.12 4.53
2014 63.59 32 1.99 5.02
2015 422.47 45 9.39 4.42
2016 91.57 22 4.16 6.29
2017 735.19 66 11.14 11.60

Acreage Burned /Number of Fires byFire Cause

For Brantley County

For FY 20082017

Fire Cause Acreage Burned Number of Fires
Campfire 135.67 24
Children 682.00 19

Debris Burning 1,264.68 197

Incendiary 2,574.72 78
Lightning 1,136.44 117

MachineUse 321.70 49

Miscellaneous 106.07 52
Railroad 0.00 0
Smoking 15.20 3

Undetermined 10.72 10

Total 6,247.20 549
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Number of Fires by Cause for Brantley County for FY 2008 to 2017

Year | campfire | Children gﬁf’ﬂzg incendiary | Lightning | 25""® | Miscellaneous | Railroad | Smoking
2008 0 3 10 11 26 7 0 0 0
2009 5 3 21 15 5 5 1 0 1
2010 3 2 31 4 6 2 5 1 0
2011 4 7 52 22 22 17 18 1 2
2012 0 0 16 5 12 6 7 0 0
2013 0 1 8 4 9 2 4 0 0
2014 2 0 11 4 3 4 8 0 0
2015 3 0 14 6 14 3 5 0 0
2016 0 0 6 1 6 2 7 0 0
2017 7 3 28 6 14 1 7 0 0

Cause of Fire For Brantley County For FY 2008-2017

0, Railroad
52 , Miscellanoue

3, Smoking
, Machine Use

PN

117 , Lightning

’J 19, Children

, Incendiary

24 | Campfire

Fire Cause
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Acreage Burned by Cause of Fire For Brantley County For FY 2008-2017

10.72 , Undetermined

15.2 , Smoking
o - Raitroad = 321 7, Machine Use
Hahas , nghtmng — —106.07 , Miscellaneous

1264, 68 , Debris Burning
- 135.67 , Campfire
682, Children

2574.72 , Incendia

Acreage Burned By Debris Burning Sub Cause For Brantley County For FY 2008-2017

234.79,Residential o 361.75 , Site Prep

0, Non-Categorizd

w'{, 117.74 , Agriculture

85.48 , Others

80.49 , Household Garbage \(

361.55 , Escap

22.88 , Construction

Fire Cause
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Fire Occurrence Map for
Brantley County for Fiscal Year 2007-2011
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Fire Occurrence Map for
Brantley County for Fiscal Year 2012-2016
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V. COUNTY BASEMAPS
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V. COMMUNITY WILDFIRE RISKASSESSMENT

The Wildland-Urban Interface

There are many definitions of the Wildlatltban Interface (WUI), however fromfiae

management perspective it is commonly defined as an area where structures and other human
development meet or intermingles with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels. As fire is
dependent on a certain set of conditions, the National Wildfire Qaindg Group has defined

the wildlandurban interface as a set of conditions that exists in or near areas of wildland fuels,
regardless of ownership. This set of conditions includes type of vegetation, building
construction, accessibility, lot size, topaghy and other factors such as weather and humidity.
When these conditions are present in certain combinations, they make some communities more
vul nerable to wildfire damage than others. Th
way to define widllandurban interface areas when planning for wildfire prevention, mitigation,
and protection activities.

There are three major categories of wildlamtdan interface. Depending on the set of conditions
present, any of these areas may be at risk fronfivaildA wildfire risk assessment can determine
the level of risk.

1.ABoundar y eurban inteddceaisicdaracterized by areas of development where
homes, especially new subdivisions, press against public and private wildlands, such as private
or commercial forest land or public forests or parks. This is the classic type of wildiaad
interface, with a clearly defined boundary between the suburban fringe and tleeuntalside.

2.A1 nt er mi x-orbaw interfdde aread are places where iroped property and/or
structures are scattered and interspersed in wildland areas. These may be isolated rural homes or
an area that is just beginning to go through the transition from rural to urbarsi&and

3.Al1 s | and o-urkan ihterface, mlso calledbccluded interface, are areas of wildland
within predominately urban or suburban areas. As cities or subdivisions grow, islands of
undeveloped land may remain, creating remnant forests. Sometimes these remnants exist as
parks, or as land that cannot beeleped due to site limitations, suchvastlands.
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Wildland Urban Interface Hazards

Firefighters in the wildland urban interface may encounter hazards other than the fire itself, such

ashazardous materials, utility lines and poor access.
Hazardous Materials

1 Common chemicals used around the home may be a direct hazard to firefighters
from a flammability, explosion potential and/or vapors or off gassing. Such
chemicals include paint, vaish and other flammable liquids, fertilizer,
pesticides, cleansers, aerosol cans, fireworks, batteries and ammumition.
addition, some common household products such as plastics may give off very
toxic fumes when theyuwn. Stay out of smoke frotwurning structures and any
unknown sources such as trgsles.

[llicit Activities

1 Marijuana plantations or drug production labs may be found in the
wildland urban interface areas. Extremely hazardous materials such as
propane tanks and flammable/toxttemicals may bencountered.

Propane Tanks

1 Both large (household size) and small (gas grill size) liquefied propane gas
(LPG)tanks can present hazards to firefighters, including explosion. See the
ALPG Tank Hazardktwild di scussion for

Utility Line s

1 Utility Lines may be located above and below ground and may be cut or
damagedbyt ool s or equi pment . Donboxes. spr ay
Underground Natural Gdines are extremely hazardous.

Septic Tanks and Fields

1 Below ground structuramay not be readily apparent and may not support the
weightof engines or othezquipment.

New Construction Materials

1 Many new construction materials have comparatively low melting points and
may -jafs® extremely hazar dotdasthatapor s.
resemble wood are becoming more common and may begin softening and losing
structural strength at 180 degrees F, though they normally do not sustain
combustion once direct flamereamoved. However if they continue to burn they
exhibit the charaeristics of flammabli&quids.
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Pets and Livestock

1 Pets and livestock may be left when residents evacuate and will likely be highly
stressed making them more inclined to bite and kick. Firefighters should not put
themselves at risk t@scue pets divestock.

Evacuation Occurring

9 Firefighters may be taking structural protect actions while evacuations of
residents are occurring. Be very cautious of people driving erratically. Distraught
residents masefuse to leave their property afickfighters may need to
disengage from fighting fire to contact law enforcement officers for assistance. In
most jurisdictions firefighters do not have the authority to force evacuations.
Firefighters should not put themselves at risk trying to protenaesne who will
notevacuate!

Limited Access

1 Narrow onelane roads with no turn around room, inadequate or poorly
maintained bridges and culverts are frequently found in wildland urban
interface areas. Access should be sized up and an evacuation @lkn for
emergency personnel should be developed.

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is described as the area where structures and other human
improvements meet and intermingle with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels.
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The wildland firerisk assessments conducted in 2012 by the Brantley County Fire

Departments returned a number of communities in the moderate to high range. The risk
assessment instrument used to evaluate wil df
Hazard and WildfirRisk Assessment Checklist. The instrument takes into consideration
accessibility, vegetation (based on fuel models), roofing assembly, building construction,

and availability of fire protection resources, placement of gas and electric utilities, and

additonal rating factors. The following factors contributed to the wildfire hazard scores for
BrantleyCounty:

1 Unpaved roads and privadeiveways

1 Narrow roads without drivable shoulders and inadequate oveclesdnce

1 Poor drainage in winter and sugardamsummer on manpads

M Deadend roads without Afturnaroundso

1 Confusing road namingystem

1 Lack of uniform address signs

1 Minimal defensible space arousttuctures

1 Homes with woodesiding

1 Mobile homes without fire resistanhderpinning

1 Lack ofpressurized or nepressurized water systemgailable

1 Large, adjacent areas of forestaldlands

1 Heavy fuel buildup in adjacemtildlands

1 High occurrence of wildfires in the sevelatations

1 Lack of homeowner or communityganization
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VI. SOUTHERN WILDFIRE RISK ASSESSMENT & RISK HAZARD MAPS

The Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment tool, developed by the Southern Group of State
Foresters, was released to the public in July 2014. This tool allows users of the Professional
Viewer applicdion of the Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment (SWRA) web Portal
(SouthWRAP) to define a specific project area and summarize wildfire related information for
this area. A detailed risk summary report is generated using a set of predefined map products
devebped by the Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment project which have been summarized
explicitly for the user defined project area. A risk assessment summarygeveerated for
Brantley County. The SouthWRAP (SWRA) products included in this report are designed t
provide the information needed to support the following key priorities:

]

Identify areas that are most prone to wildfire

1 Identify areas that may require additional tactical planning, specifically related to
mitigation projects and Community Wildfire Reation Planning

1 Provide the information necessary to justify resource, budget and funding requests

1 Allow agencies to work together to better define priorities and improve emergency
response, particularly across jurisdictional boundaries

1 Define wildlard communities and identify the risk to those communities

9 Increase
communication and
outreach with local
residents and the
public to create
awareness and
address community
priorities and needs

1 Plan for response
and suppression
resource needs

1 Plan and poritize
hazardous fuel
treatment.

Community Protection Zones map fromthe Brantley County SWRA
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