GEORGIA FORESTAY Community Wildfire Protection Pla
An Action Plan for Wildfire Mitigation a
Conservation of Natural Resources

DawsorCounty

A Program of the Georgia Forestry Commission
with support from the U.S. Forest Service

March 2017




The following report is a collaborative effort between various entities. The representatives listed
below comprise the core decision-making team responsible for this report and mutually agree on
the planbds contents.

Community Representative(s):
Name David Headley, County Manager

Address 25 Justice Way, Suite 2236 Dawsonville, GA 30534

Phone Number 706-344-3501 ext 235

Signature

Name John Edwards Wildcat Community Firewise Representative

Address 1080 Upper Sassafras Parkway, Dawsonville, GA 30534

Phone Number 706-692-4314 email smd10us@windstream.net

Signature

Local Fire Department Representative(s):
Name Dawson County EMA/EMS Director Lanier Swafford

Address 393 Memory Lane, Dawsonville, GA 30534

Phone Number 706-344-3666 x223 email Iswafford@dawsoncounty.org

Signature

Name Dawson County Fire Chief Lanier Swafford

Address 393 Memory Lane, Dawsonville, GA 30534

Phone Number 706-344-3666 x226 email Iswafford@dawsoncounty.org

Signature

Local Georgia Forestry Commission Representative(s):
Name Tim Joy, Chief Ranger

Address 4500 Hwy. 53 E, Dawsonville, GA 30534

Phone Number 706-216-2713 email tjoy@gfc.state.ga.us

Signature

Name Mark L. Wiles, Wildfire Prevention Specialist

Address 1884 Coldwater Road, Elberton, Georgia 30635

Phone Number 706-988-6856 email mwiles@qgfc.state.ga.us

Signature

Local USDA Forest Service Representative(s):
Name Mike Davis USFS Chattahoochee-Oconee NF Asst. Fire Mgmt Officer

Address 1755 Cleveland Hwy. Gainesville, GA 30501

Phone Number 770-297-3080 office 706-781-7493 cell

Other Contact Information email madavis@fs.fed.us

Signature



mailto:smd10us@windstream.net
mailto:lswafford@dawsoncounty.org
mailto:lswafford@dawsoncounty.org
mailto:tjoy@gfc.state.ga.us
mailto:mwiles@gfc.state.ga.us

The following federal and other interested parties were consulted and involved in the

preparation of this report.

Name

Organization

David McKee

Planning Director Dawson County

Ken Masten District Forester

Georgia Forestry Commission

Shawn Alexander District
Ranger

Georgia Forestry Commission

PLAN CONTENTS

Objectives and Goals

County Background, Existing Situation
Community Base and Hazard Mapping

Wildland Interface information and Risk Summary
Prioritized Mitigation Recommendations

Action Plan, Timetables, and Assessment Strategy
Wildfire Pre-Suppression Plans

Appendix

ONOOThWRNE

1.) OBJECTIVES AND GOALS

The mission of the following report is to set clear priorities for the implementation
of wildfire mitigation in Dawson County. The plan includes prioritized
recommendations for the appropriate types and methods of fuel reduction and
structure ignitability reduction that will protect this county and its essential
infrastructure. Prioritized activities to educate the public are included. It also
includes a plan for wildfire suppression. Specifically, the plan includes community-
centered actions that will:

Educate citizens on wildfire, its risks, and ways to protect lives and
properties,

Support fire rescue and suppression entities,

Focus on collaborative decision-making and citizen participation,
Develop and implement effective mitigation strategies, and

Develop and implement effective community ordinances and codes.

To o oo Do

This plan should become a working document that is shared by local, state, and
federal agencies that will use it to accomplish common goals. An agreed-upon
schedule for meeting to review accomplishments, solve problems, and plan for the
future should extend beyond the scope of this plan. Without this follow up this
plan will have limited value.



2.) COMMUNITY BACKGROUND AND EXISTING SITUATION

Dawson County

Dawson County, in northeast Georgia, is the state's 119th county. Its 211 square miles were carved from parts of Gilmer and Lumpkin
counties in 1857 and named for Judge William Crosby Dawson, a native Georgian who served in the state legislature and in the U.S.
Senate.

Dawsonville, the county seat, was incorporated on December 10, 1859. The current courthouse opened in 1980, replacing one that was
constructed around 1858 and has since been restored. Both courthouses are used for official business, with the older one also
functioning as a community center and venue for art shows and other exhibitions. The county also includes two unincorporated towns,
Landrum and Juno.

The area was inhabited by Cherokee Indians until gold was discovered in north Georgia in 1829. The
gold rush brought numerous white prospectors into the region, which Georgia claimed as state territory
in 1832. The sad result for the Cherokees was their forcible removal from the land, which was divided
among the white settlers through the Georgia land lotteries. Gold was mined on a commercial scale
over the next several decades.

i
The area was a Unionist stronghold during the Civil War (1861-65). Men from Dawson, Pickens, and Dawson County Courthouse
Union counties created the First Georgia State Troops Volunteers, a full Union regiment. Some of

these soldiers were later murdered by Confederate guerrillas.

Despite the allure of gold mining, the primary economic focus of the county for most of its existence,
especially in the north, was farming. During and after the prohibition era of the 1920s and early 1930s,
Dawson County was also an active site for the manufacture and transportation of moonshine. With the
incursion of the boll weevil and the rising cost of mining operations, both cotton agriculture and gold
mining suffered during the 1930s. County citizens, seeing more opportunity in Atlanta, began to leave
the area, and whole communities disappeared. The population continued to decline until the 1970s,
when several factors combined to reverse the trend. Chief among these was the development of the
northwestern shore of Lake Lanier (created in the late 1950s) by people building weekend houses. Others, many of them retirees,
settled more permanently in the new lake community.

McClure Mercantile Store

During this time, northern Dawson County also began to draw visitors to its mountains and forests,
including the Amicalola Falls State Park. In 1911 the government purchased 31,000 acres from the
owners of a lumber company. This property, along with other land, became the Chattahoochee
National Forest in 1936. The purchase of 10,000 acres of land from Lockheed-Georgia (later Lockheed
Martin) in 1971 allowed the county to establish the Dawson Forest Wildlife Management Area. This
state-managed game preserve, located just south of Amicalola Falls State Park, brought in more
tourists. Finally, the building of Georgia 400, a toll road extending northward from midtown Atlanta Amicalola Falls State Park
through Dawson County and ending in neighboring Lumpkin County, played a major role in the

county's growth. In the twenty-first century Dawson County has become one of the top poultry-producing areas in the state.
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Additional places of interest include the old county jail, which has been restored and is

now the county's welcome center; the old Lumpkin Campground, which was established in 1830 as a
Methodist camp-meeting site and is still in use for Methodist and Baptist camp meetings; and Steele's

Covered Bridge. Since 1966 the county has hosted an annual Moonshine Festival in celebration of its

history. In 2000 the Kangaroo Conservation Center, established originally in Alpharetta, opened on

eighty-seven acres in Dawsonville. The center is home to approximately 300 kangaroos, as well as to
Australian birds, reptiles, and plants.

NASCAR driver Bill Elliott is a famous native of Dawson County. The county is one of the fastest
growing in the United States, with a 69.7 percent increase in population between 1990 and 2000. According to the 2000 U.S. census,
the population was 15,999 (97.2 percent white, 0.4 percent black, and 1.6 percent Hispanic).

The above material is courtesy of the New Georgia Encyclopedia

Fire History

For the most part, Dawson County has experienced lower annual fire numbers and somewhat larger
acreages than the typical County in Georgia. During the past 5 fiscal years, there was an average of
13.40 fires each year that burned 15.46 acres. Statistics for FY 2016 (July 157 June 16) are listed in
the table on the next page. During FY 2016 the average size fire in the County was 1.72 acres. The
statewide average in FY 2016 was 4.13 acres. During fiscal year 2015 there were 9 fires that burned
8.40 acres. During FY 2015 the average size was .93 acre which was less than one quarter of the
statewide average of 4.50 acres.

Thus far in FY 17 which began on July 1, 2016, there have been 15 fires documented. These fires
were attributed to a variety of causes, from escaped campfires to debris burning. This fire season
was unprecedented in the north Georgia mountains, and was driven by extreme drought that began in
the late summer of 2016.

I
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Final Wildland Fire data for Dawson County Fiscal year 2016

County = Dawson Cause Fires Acres 5 YrFX\?; 5 YrAAC\\r/ZS
Campfire Campfire 3 3.75 1.40 1.35
Children Children 1 2.90 0.80 0.98
Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn Debris: Escaped PrescribBdrn 0 0.00 0.40 2.00
Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, Yard, Etc| Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, Yard, Etc 2 2.40 2.80 1.82
Debris: Site Prep Forestry Related Debris: SitePrep- Forestry Related 2 1.34 0.40 0.27
Incendiary Incendiary 1 0.00 0.20 0.00
Machine Use Machine Use 1 1.69 1.40 1.21
Miscellaneous Miscellaneous 0 0.00 0.80 0.55
Miscellaneous: Firearms/Ammunition Miscellaneous: Firearm&mmunition 1 0.22 0.40 0.84
Miscellaneous: Other Miscellaneous: Other 1 1.11 0.60 0.40
Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electric fenc| Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electric fenc 1 0.60 0.60 0.18
Miscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle Fires | MiscellaneousStructure/Vehicle Fires 0 0.00 0.40 0.23
Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes 1 0.59 0.60 0.32
Smoking Smoking 0 0.00 0.60 0.43
Undetermined Undetermined 4 16.34 2.00 4.87
Totals for County: Dawson Year: 2016 18 30.94 13.40 15.46
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Fire Occurrence Map for
Dawson County for Fiscal Year 2012-2016
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3.) COMMUNITY HAZARD MAPPING
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Georgia
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