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 I. OBJECTIVES  

The mission of the following report is to set clear priorities for the implementation of wildfire 

mitigation in Johnson County. The plan includes prioritized recommendations for the appropriate 

types and methods of fuel reduction and structure ignitability reduction that will protect this 

community and its essential infrastructure. It also includes a plan for wildfire suppression. 

Specifically, the plan includes community-centered actions that will: 

 

¶ Educate citizens on wildfire, its risks, and ways to protect lives and properties, 

¶ Support fire rescue and suppression entities, 

¶ Focus on collaborative decision-making and citizen participation, 

¶ Develop and implement effective mitigation strategies, and 

¶ Develop and implement effective community ordinances and codes. 
 

 II. C OMMUNITY  COLLABORATION   

The core team convened on April 29
th
, 2009 to assess risks and develop the Community Wildfire 

Protection Plan. The group is comprised of representatives from local government, local fire 

authorities, and the state agency responsible for forest management. Below are the groups 

included in the task force: 

 

Johnson County Government 

County Volunteer Fire Departments 

Emergency Management 

Board of County Commissioners 

City of Wrightsville 

Wrightsville Fire Department, 

Georgia Department of Corrections 

Johnson State Prison Fire Department 

Georgia Forestry Commission 

 

It was decided to conduct community assessments on the basis of the individual fire districts in 

the county. The core committee in the county assessed their districts and reconvened on 

November 9
th
, 2009 for the purpose of completing the following: 

Risk Assessment Assessed wildfire hazard risks and prioritized mitigation actions. 

Fuels Reduction Identified strategies for coordinating fuels treatment projects. 

Structure Ignitability  Identified strategies for reducing the ignitability of structures 

within the Wildland interface. 

Emergency Management Forged relationships among local government and fire districts and 

developed/refined a pre-suppression plan. 

Education and Outreach Developed strategies for increasing citizen awareness and action 

and to conduct homeowner and community leader workshops. 
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 III. C OMMUNITY BACKGROUND AND EXISTING  SITUATION   

 

Johnson County, in east central Georgia, is the state's 130th 

county and encompasses 304 square miles. It was created by the 

state legislature in 1858 from Emanuel, Laurens, and Washington 

counties and named after Herschel Johnson, the governor of 

Georgia between 1853 and 1857. 

Johnson was Democrat Stephen Douglas's 1860 vice-presidential 

candidate, chosen for his anti- secessionist stance. He served as a 

judge from 1873 to 1880 and is the only judge in Georgia history 

to sit on the bench in the superior court of a county named for 

him. 

 

The county seat is Wrightsville, laid out on land donated by William Hicks in 1859 and 

incorporated in 1866. It was named for John B. 

Wright, a member of the committee that 

determined the town site. He later became a 

state legislator. The first courthouse, described 

as a wooden structure, was built soon after the 

county was formed. The population of 

Wrightsville grew rapidly in the 1890s, 

requiring a new courthouse. It was built in 

1895 and still fills its original function. 

Renovated in 1938 as a Works Progress 

Administration project, and again in 1996, it 

was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1980. 

Kite, incorporated in 1891, is located on the eastern side of the county. Kite was named after 

Shaderick Kight, who donated the land for the town and requested the simplified spelling of his 

name, which he hoped would expedite mail service. Other towns include Adrian, Donovan, 

Meeks, and Scott. The county line zigzags through Adrian, placing part of the town in Emanuel 

County. This came about because of a family feud that occurred in the late nineteenth century. 

Adrian was settled in the 1890s. Meeks, settled in the late 1880s, was named for Henry Meeks, a 

prominent Primitive Baptist minister who possessed a large tract of land in the vicinity. Scott, 

incorporated for most of the nineteenth century, is on the line near Laurens County. The origin of 

its name is unknown. 

Wrightsville is located on a Georgia Civil War Heritage Trail, commemorating its place in the 

history of that conflict. Union general William T. Sherman's march to the sea came through 

Johnson County. 

In 1888 the Methodist Episcopal Church established the Nannie Lou Warthen Institute, a district 

high school in Wrightsville. Three years later the school received a charter recognizing it as a 

college, and in the early 1900s its name was changed to Warthen College. Eventually it closed, 

but today local students may acquire postïhigh school education at the local campus of  
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Southeastern Technical College, which maintains a center for adult education in Wrightsville. 

Football player Herschel Walker, who was born in Wrightsville and graduated from Johnson 

County High School in 1980, won the Heisman Trophy in 1982 while playing for the University 

of Georgia team. Walker went on to become an award-winning professional football player. 

The Wrightsville and Tennille Railroad built the Wrightsville Depot in 1900. The building now 

functions as a community center and houses the WrightsvilleïJohnson County Chamber of 

Commerce and the Johnson County Development Authority.  

The Grice Inn, once a boarding house for students from Warthen College, is now the 

headquarters of the Johnson County Historical Society. Historic artifacts and papers are housed 

there as well. It was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1978. The Kite 

Museum, Kite's historical museum, is housed in a former Masonic lodge built in 1890. 

According to the 2000 U.S. census, the population of Johnson County was 8,560 (62.4 percent 

white, 37 percent black, and 0.9 percent Hispanic), an increase of 2.8 percent since 1990. 

(Courtesy Elizabeth B Cooksey New Georgia Encyclopedia) 

 

 

 

 
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is described as the area where structures and other human 

improvements meet and intermingle with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels.   
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Wildfire History  

 
Johnson County located in the Georgia Coastal Plain despite a significant agricultural presence is 

still 79% forested. With the exception of a few scattered large blocks of woodlands there are 

homes and communities scattered throughout the county. The risks and hazards from the 

wildland urban interface are fairly general and substantial throughout the county even on the 

edges of the three incorporated towns of Wrightsville, Adrian and Kite. 

 

Johnson County is protected by organized fire departments within the city of Wrightsville and 

nine widely spaced volunteer fire departments in the remainder of the county, Kite, Meeks, 

Raines Crossroads, Buckeye, Minters Chapel, Scott, Moores Chapel, New Home and 

Pineymount. The Georgia Forestry Commission maintains a county protection unit located about 

two miles south of Wrightsville on Hwy 15 to respond to wildfires throughout the county. The 

cities of Wrightsville, Adrian and Kite and the adjacent areas of the county are serviced by a 

pressurized water system with well placed hydrants throughout. 

 

Over the past 47 years, Johnson County has averaged 56 reported wildland fires per year. These 

fires have burned an average of 265 acres annually. The occurrence of these fires show a 

pronounced peak in the months from of February and March, with these two months accounting 

for 36% of the fires and 57% of the acres burned. Using more recent data over the past 10 years 

(2008-2017) the annual numbers of fires have increased slightly to 61, while the annual acreage 

burned appears to have slightly decreased to 243 acres a year. This reduction in average size 

from just under five acres per fire to just over three acres per fire is perhaps the result of better 

response and equipment from both the Georgia Forestry Commission and the increased presence 

of rural fire departments. Despite this welcome trend in fire behavior, more homes are being 

built outside of traditional communities into the wildland urban interface. 

 

The leading cause of these fires over the past 10 years was debris burning causing over 49% of 

the fires and 53% of the acres burned. The second leading cause was Machine Use accounting 

for 17% of the fires and 9% of the acreage burned. The 3
rd

 leading cause was Incendiary (arson) 

causing 8% of the fires and 8% of the acreage burned. 

 

Georgia Forestry Commission Wildfire Records also show that in the past five years, FY 2014-

2018, one home has been damaged by wildfire in Johnson County resulting in estimated losses of 

$8,000 along with three outbuildings valued at $4,000. According to reports during this period 

15 homes have been directly or indirectly threatened by these fires. Additionally five vehicles 

valued at $7,500 and one other piece of mechanized equipment valued at $400 was lost. This is a 

substantial loss of non-timber property attributed to wildfires in Johnson County. 
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  Johnson County Wildfires Fiscal year 2018 (July 1. 1018 ï June 30, 2019) 

 

County = Johnson Cause  Fires   Acres  

Fires 

5 Yr 

Avg 

Acres 

5 Yr 

Avg  

Campfire Campfire 0   0.00  1.00 2.73  

Children Children 1 
 

0.10  0.60 0.06  

Debris: Ag Fields, 

Pastures, Orchards, Etc 

Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, 

Orchards, Etc 
3 

 

6.21  2.00 8.22  

Debris: Construction Land 

Clearing 

Debris: Construction Land 

Clearing 
0   0.00  0.80 3.69  

Debris: Escaped 

Prescribed Burn 

Debris: Escaped Prescribed 

Burn 
5   61.13  7.60 50.22  

Debris: Household 

Garbage 
Debris: Household Garbage 0   0.00  0.60 0.28  

Debris: Other Debris: Other 0   0.00  0.80 25.80  

Debris: Residential, 

Leafpiles, Yard, Etc 

Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, 

Yard, Etc 
2   6.68  3.40 9.46  

Debris: Site Prep - 

Forestry Related 

Debris: Site Prep - Forestry 

Related 
9 

 

70.71  3.20 39.09  

Incendiary Incendiary 2 
 

69.57  0.80 14.99  

Lightning Lightning 2   1.88  2.60 9.96  

Machine Use Machine Use 2   4.55  2.40 11.77  

Miscellaneous: 

Cutting/Welding/Grinding 

Miscellaneous: 

Cutting/Welding/Grinding 
0   0.00  0.20 4.20  

Miscellaneous: Other Miscellaneous: Other 1   0.21  1.60 1.45  

Miscellaneous: Power 

lines/Electric fences 

Miscellaneous: Power 

lines/Electric fences 
2   0.59  2.00 3.88  

Miscellaneous: 

Structure/Vehicle Fires 

Miscellaneous: 

Structure/Vehicle Fires 
1   0.10  1.80 0.81  

Smoking Smoking 0   0.00  0.20 0.40  

Undetermined Undetermined 7 
 

33.72  6.20 69.33  

Totals for County: 

Johnson Year: 2018 
  37   255.45  37.80 256.34  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Campfire&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Children&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Construction%20Land%20Clearing&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Construction%20Land%20Clearing&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Escaped%20Prescribed%20Burn&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Escaped%20Prescribed%20Burn&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Incendiary&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Lightning&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Machine%20Use&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Smoking&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Johnson&SelectCause=Undetermined&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
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Acreage Burned /Number of Fires  

For Johnson County  

For FY 2008-2017 

Year Acreage Burned 
Number of 

Fires 

Average 

Size 

Statewide 

Average Size 

2008 168.29 80 2.10 4.56 

2009 271.57 81 3.35 3.90 

2010 52.22 54 .97 3.93 

2011 364.19 116 3.14 17.56 

2012 324.14 72 4.50 5.08 

2013 224.71 59 3.81 4.53 

2014 166.87 40 4.17 5.02 

2015 130.44 39 3.34 4.42 

2016 68.28 13 5.25 6.29 

2017 660.66 60 11.01 11.60 

Acreage Burned /Number of Fires by Fire Cause  

For Johnson County For FY 2008-2017 

Fire Cause Acreage Burned Number of Fires 

Campfire 52.66 12 

Children 25.62 14 

Debris Burning 1,286.81 301 

Incendiary 199.00 50 

Lightning 169.94 32 

MachineUse 219.58 102 

Miscellaneous 135.52 71 

Railroad 0.00 0 

Smoking 28.90 6 

Undetermined 313.34 26 

Total 2,431.37 614 
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 IV. COMMUNITY BASE MAP  
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