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|. OBJECTIVES

The mission of the following report is to set clear priorities for the implementation of wildfire
mitigation in Laurens County. The plan includes prioritized recommendations for the appropriate
types and methods of fuel reduction and structyméability reduction that will protect this
community and its essential infrastructure. It also includes a plan for wildfire suppression.
Specifically, the plan includes communitgntered actions that will:

1 Educate citizens on wildfire, its risks, andys to protect lives arloperties,
1 Support fire rescue and suppressaoitities,

1 Focus on collaborative decisionaking and citizeparticipation,

1 Develop and implement effective mitigation strategaesl

1 Develop and implement effective community ordic@s anaodes.

[I. COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

The core team convened on May"12009 to assess risks and develop the Community Wildfire
Protection Plan. The group is comprised of representatives from local government, local fire
authorities, and thstate agency responsible for forest management. Below are the groups
included in the task force:

Laurens County Government

Laurens County Fire Department
Emergency Management
Board of County Commissioners

City of Dublin

Dublin Fire Department,
City of Eas Dublin

East Dublin Fire Department
Georgia Forestry Commission

It was decided to conduct community assessments on the basis of selected communities and
individual fire districts in the county. The chiefs of the fire departments in the county assessed
their districts and reconvened on Jul{},2009 for the purpose of completing the following:

Risk Assessment Assessed wildfire hazard risks and prioritized mitigation actions.
FuelsReduction Identified strategies for coordinating fuels treatmmojects.
Structurelgnitability Identified strategies for reducing the ignitabilitystfuctures

within the Wildlandinterface.

Emergency Management Forged relationships among local government and fire districts and
developed/refined a piguppression plan.

EducationandOutreach Developed strategies for increasing citizen awarenessciod
and to conduct homeowner and community leadgkshops.
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[Il. C OMMUNITY & WILDFIRE HISTORY
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Laurens County, in middle Georgia, was established by an act of the
state legislature in 1807 andmed in honor of Colonel John Laurens
(175482) of South Carolina. Laurens was an aide to General George
Washington and was killed by a British patrol near the end of the
American Revolution (17783).

With an area of 812 square miles, Laurens is the state's third largest
county. The county was originally created from Wilkinson County,

and in 1811 portions of Washington and Montgomery counties were
added to it. A temporary county seat was establish8dmapterville

near Turkey Creek. When additional lands were added to the county, the justices of the inferior
court chose a central location on a bluff overlooking the Oconee River and laid out the town of
Dublin, the permanent county seat, in 1812. Oneelaads in western and southwestern

Georgia were opened, however, settlers began to bypass Laurens County.

Among the leading citizens of Laurens County in its early development were George Troup and
David Blackshear. Troup, an early advocate of statdgstrigvas Georgia's first popularly elected
governor. He nearly precipitated a war with the United States over the issue of Indian lands.
Blackshear was a general in the War of 1812 (18)2and led the movement to remove the
Seminole Indians from southe@eorgia. Another early resident, Mirabeau B. Lamar, who

became the second president of the Republic of Texas, lived in Troup's household as his personal
secretary.

Laurens County, in the Upper Coastal Plain, was primarily a cotton plantation community. By
1850 slaves accounted for 45 percent of the county's population. Laurens County residents
fought in every major battle of the Civil War (186%). One Laurens County soldier, Private

Bill Yopp, is the only African American Confederate soldier buried enNlational Confederate
Cemetery in Marietta. George Linder, an African American minister, was elected to the Georgia
legislature in 1868, during Reconstruction.

The establishment of five railroads in the county lifted the area from the economic deposéssion
the late 1800s. By 1900 Laurens County was one of the fourteen most populous counties in the
state. When timber companies cleat tens of thousands of acres of timber, farmers began to
plant even more cotton. In 1911 Laurens County farmers produaedtham 31 million pounds

of cotton. The county's economy collapsed in 1919, following the infestation of the boll weevil.
According to the U.S. agricultural census, between 1920 and 1930 only Carroll County had more
farms than Laurens. Black tenant farsaft in masses because of the dramatic drop in cotton
production and the increased opportunities for industrial employment in the North after World
War | (191718). Among them was the family of Walker Smith Jr., who later changed his name

to Sugar Ray Rainson and went on to become a-8ime world boxing champion.

Laurens resident Captain Bobbie Brown was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his
heroism in World War Il (19445). The county also produced an unusually large number of men
who wereawarded the silver star for service during World War Il and the Vietnam War-(1964
73).
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According to the 2000 U.S. census, the county population was 44,874 (63.4 percent white, 34.5
percent black, and 1.2 percent Hispanic). Among the plEdeserest are the Ocute Indian

Mounds at Blackshear's Ferry. The county also hosts several annual festivals, including the St.
Patrick's Festival, Possum Hollow Country Fair, and Dublin Antique Fair Show and Sale.
Laurens is also home to the Heart of @@ Technical College. The county's economy today is

a mix of industrial, professional, and agricultural businesses.

Wildfire History

Laurens County located in the heart of middle Georgia, despite its well known agricultural
presence, is still 65% foresl. With the exception of the large blocks of woodlands along the
Oconee River, there are homes and communities scattered throughout the county. The risks and
hazards from the wildland urban interface are fairly general and substantial throughout the
courty even on the edges of the two major population centers of Dublin and East Dublin.

Laurens County is protected by organized fire departments within the city of Dublin and 15
well- spaced volunteer fire departments in the remainder of the county. The Georgia Forestry
Commission maintains a county protection unit located about eight soilis of Dublin off

Hwy 117 to respond to wildfires throughout the county. The cities of Dublin, East Dublin,
Dudley, Cadwell, Dexter, Montrose and Rentz and some adjacent areas of the county are
serviced by a pressurized water system with hydrants aleilab

Over the past fifty years, Laurens County has averaged 161 reported wildland fires per year. The
occurrence of these fires shows a pronounced peak during the months of February and March
accounting for 33% of the annual fires and a slight decreasegydbhe summer months. These

fires have burned an average of 685 acres annually. The monthly acreage burned fairly well
corresponds with the number of fires. Interediimyring the past@ years(FY2008FY2017),

the annual averageuimber of fires incresed to 182vhile the annual acreage l@gipears to

have decreased to 4a¢res. This increase in numbers perhaps is due to increases of population
in the rural areas while the reduction in average size from over four acres per fire to just over 2
acres pefire is perhaps the result of better response and equipment from both the Georgia
Forestry Commission and the increased presence of rural fire departments. Despite this welcome
trend in fire behavior, more homes are being built outside of traditionahaoaities into the

wildland urban interface.

Over the past@years, the leading causes of these fires, was debris@pamd machinery use
causing 38% and 26 respectively of the firemnd 49% and 18 respectively of the acres
burned. Over the past syears records show that ove®bdf the debris fires originated from
residential burning.

Georgia Forestry Commission WildfireeBords show that in the past fiyears,FY2014
FY2018, 11homes have been lost or damaged by wildfire in Laurens County megsualti
estimated losses of $163,200 along with 31 outbuildings valued a®6A0cording ¢ reports
during this period 558o0mes have been directly or indirectly threatened by these fires.
Additionally 42 vehicles valued at $192,700 andoif2er piecesfomechaized equipment
valued at $173@0 were lostAdditionally $13,370 in agricultural crops was |oBhis is a
substantial loss of netimber property attributed to wildfires in Laurens County.
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Wildfire activity for the last complete fiscal year, July 1, 2017 thru June 302018

Fires| Acres
County = Laurens Cause Fires Acres 5Yr 5Yr
Avg Avg
Campfire Campfire 12 7.65 10.20] 24.60
Children Children 1 0.90 2.80| 2.94
Debris: Ag Fields, Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, Orchards
Pastures, Orchards, Etc | Etc 12 3l.24 8.80( 39.47
Debrl_s: Lol e Debris: Constructin Land Clearing 1 0.50 2.60| 6.98
Clearing
o N '
4‘3—D8b”5. Escaped Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn 12 154.87 6.80] 47.02
Prescribed Burn
SRR R Debris: Household Garbage 8 57.26 4.00] 12.75
Garbage
Debris: Other Debris: Other 0 0.00 1.20| 10.83
Diebie: mesniel, Detris: Residential, Leafpiles, Yard, E| 12 14.89| 19.20| 49.05
Leafpiles, Yard, Etc
Debris: Site Prep Debris: Sie Prep- Forestry Related 18 102.03| 11.60| 81.34
Forestry Related
Incendiary Incendiary 1 0.04 4.80] 15.12
Lightning Lightning 3 92.84 5.20| 41.44
Machine Use Machine Use 24 84.63 28.60] 80.65
Miscellaneous: Miscellaneous
Cutting/Welding/Grinding | Cutting/Welding/Grinding 3 38.73 1.20 7.84
w: . Miscellaneous: Fireworks/Explosives 2 5.62 1.00] 1.61
Fireworks/Explosives
Miscellaneous: Other Miscellaneous: Other 5 10.62 2.60| 5.37
I\_/Ilscellanec_)us: Power Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electric 5 10.19 13.40| 23.33
lines/Electric fences fences
Maneous:: . MiscellaneousStructure/Vehicle Fires 2 0.07 1.60f 0.19
Structure/Vehicle Fires
g/lésr;]ce(?sllaneous: Woodstoy Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes 6 12.09 4.40| 9.64
Railroad Railroad 0 0.00 5.00] 13.96
Smoking Smoking 1 6.00 2.60| 2.16
Undetermined Undetermined 7 111.82 3.80] 29.83
Totals for County: 135 741.99| 141.40|506.13

Laurens Year: 2018
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https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Campfire&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Children&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Construction%20Land%20Clearing&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Construction%20Land%20Clearing&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Escaped%20Prescribed%20Burn&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Escaped%20Prescribed%20Burn&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Incendiary&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Lightning&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Machine%20Use&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Fireworks/Explosives&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Fireworks/Explosives&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Woodstove%20Ashes&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Woodstove%20Ashes&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Railroad&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Smoking&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Laurens&SelectCause=Undetermined&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2018
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Acreage Burned /Number of Fires
For Laurens County
For FY 20082017

Year Acreage Burned N“”?b er of Ave_rage Statewide_
Fires Size Average Size

2008 588.13 222 2.65 4.56
2009 275.45 226 1.22 3.90
2010 190.04 161 1.18 3.93
2011 715.26 295 2.42 17.56
2012 435.74 194 2.24 5.08
2013 276.89 156 1.78 4.53
2014 523.01 145 3.61 5.02
2015 334.15 165 2.02 4.42
2016 271.83 72 3.78 6.29
2017 659.65 190 3.47 11.60

Acreage Burned /Number of Fires by FireCause
For Laurens County
For FY 20082017
Fire Cause Acreage Burned Number of Fires
Campfire 243.93 100
Children 65.76 51
Debris Burning 2,050.14 676
Incendiary 340.87 133
Lightning 365.16 93
MachineUse 737.92 472
Miscellaneous 267.70 204
Railroad 0.00 0
Smoking 66.46 54
Undetermined 61.77 16
Total 4,199.71 1,799
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Cause of Fire For Laurens County For FY 2008-2017
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Acreage Burned by Cause of Fire For Laurens County For FY 2008-2017
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Fire Occurrence Map for
Laurens County for Fiscal Year 2007-2011
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Fire Occurrence Map for
Laurens County for Fiscal Year 2012-2016
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V. COMMUNITY BASEMAP
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Sources : Esri, HERE, Delorme, USGSRntermap, INCREMENT P, NRCan, Esri
Japan, METI, Esri China {Hong Kong), EsTil es, Esri {Thsiland), Mapmylndia,
NGCC, ® OpenStreetMap contributors, and GI5 Us er Community
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V. COMMUNITY WILDFIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

The Wildland-Urban Interface

There are many definitions of the Wildlakbtban Interface (WUI), however from a fire
management perspective it is commonly defined as an area where structures and other human
development meet or intermingles with undeveloped wildland or vegefaels. As fire is

dependent on a certain set of conditions, the National Wildfire Coordinating Group has defined
the wildlandurban interface as a set of conditions that exists in or near areas of wildland fuels,
regardless of ownership. This set ohditions includes type of vegetation, building

construction, accessibility, lot size, topography and other factors such as weather and humidity.
When these conditions are present in certain combinations, they make some communities more
vulnerabletowildf r e damage than others. This fAset of
way to define wildlaneurban interface areas when planning for wildfire prevention, mitigation,
and protection activities.

There are three major categories of wildlamtdan inteface. Depending on the set of conditions
present, any of these areas may be at risk from wildfire. A wildfire risk assessment can determine
the level of risk.

1.ABoundar y éeurban inteddceaisicdaracterized by areas of development where
homes, espeaily new subdivisions, press against public and private wildlands, such as private
or commercial forest land or public forests or parks. This is the classic type of wiidlzenal
interface, with a clearly defined boundary between the suburban fringheanddakountryside.

2.l nt er mi x-Orbaw interfdde aread are places where improved property and/or
structures are scattered and interspersed in wildland areas. These may be isolated rural homes or
an area that is just beginning to go throughtthesition from rural to urban lane.

3.A1 s | and o-urkan ihterface, mlso called occluded interface, are areas of wildland
within predominately urban or suburban areas. As cities or subdivisions grow, islands of
undeveloped land may remain, cregtremnant forests. Sometimes these remnants exist as
parks, or as land that cannot be developed due to site limitations, suetiaasls.
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The wildland fire risk assessments conducted in 2009 by the Laurens County Fire Departments
returnedan average score of 83, placing Laurens Cc
assessment instrument used to evaluate wil dfi
Hazard and Wildfire Risk Assessment Checklist. The instrument takes into considerati
accessibility, vegetation (based on fuel models), roofing assembly, building construction, and
availability of fire protection resources, placement of gas and electric utilities, and additional
rating factors. The following factors contributed to thé&dfire hazard score for Laurens County:

1 Dead end roads with inadequate taraunds

1 Narrow roads without drivable shoulders

1 Missing street signs and homes not cleadgressed

1 Inadequate drivewagccess

1 Minimal defensible space arousttuctures

1 Homes wih wooden siding and roofs with heavy accumulations of vegetigives

1 Unmarked septic tanks in yards

1 No pressurized or nepressurized water systeragailable

1 Above ground utilities

1 Large, adjacent areas of foreswotdlands

1 Heavy fuel buildup iradjacentvildlands

1 Undeveloped lots comprising half the total lots in many moadmunities.

1 High occurrence of wildfires in the sevelatations

1 Lack of homeowner or communityganizations

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is described as the area where structures and other
human improvements meet andntermingle with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels.
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Summary of Laurens CountyAssessments

Area/Community

Outskirts of Dublin
Live Oak/Claxton
Dairy

City Limits
Outside City
Shewmaker Est
Palmetto Lakes

Northwood
Tanglewwods
West

Tanglewoods East

Hatchee Ridge
Old Hawkinsville
Rd

Old Pine Rd

Bellflower Rd

The Lakes at
Evergreen

The Woodlands at
Evergreen

The Plantation at
Evergreen

Fordhams Crossin(
Blackshear Ferry
Circle

Saxony
Forest/Greystone

Heritage Place
Cambridge
Subdivision

Sherwood Estates
Thundering
Springs

Shannon Drive
Village Cove
Buckeye
Fordham Rd
Wingate

Kitta Square
Rentz

Rock Springs Est

Scotland Country
Est

Hitchiti MHP
Eagle Ridge
Brewton

Fire
District
Cityof
Dublin
Cityof
Dublin
East
Dublin
East
Dublin

Dudley
Dudley
Dudley

Dudley
Dudley
Dudley

Dudley
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs
Poplar
Springs

Buckeye
Buckeye
Buckeye
Buckeye

Rentz
Rentz

Rentz

Rentz
Rock
Springs
Rock
Springs

Dexter
Minter

Brewton

3

5

11

10
14
7
5

17
19
19

23

13

22

22

17

21

10

12

15

12

19

18
16

17

16

Community Surrounding Bldg
Access

Vegetation

15 5
15 20
15 5
15 15
30 5
30 15
10 30
20 30
20 25
30 25
20 5
30 10
45 30
45 15
45 15
45 15
30 10
20 20
20 22
20 30
30 10
20 30
15 20
15 20
15 20
20 10
5 10
15 20
5 10
15 15
20 0
20 5
15 15
15

15

Fire
Construction Protection Utilities

4

5

4

4

17

17
8

13
13
17

15

15

15

13

15

17

10

15

20

15

15

15

15
20
22
22

11
20

15
7

15

20
15
20
17

1

3

g w w b

w

N © O A A B~ O

w

A A N O

Add.
Factors Score

22

28

28

27
25
21
24

34
29
29

17

25

29

26

20

10

0

25

26

20

32

26

7

18
28

13
12

22

22
15
11
12

50

76

67

75
94
93
82

117
115
123

83

97

150

124

113

111

64

83

99

101

105

110

62
70
98
87

63
87

61
47

68

78
78
57
53

Hazard
Rating

Low
Moderate
Moderate

Moderate
High
High
High

Very High
Very High

Extreme
High

High
Extreme
Very High
Very High
Very High
Moderate
High

High
Very High
Very High
Very High

Moderate
Moderate
High
High
Moderate
High
Moderate

Low
Moderate

Moderate
Moderate
Moderate

Moderate
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VI. SOUTHERN WILDFIRE RISK ASSESSMENT & RISK HAZARD MAPS

The Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment tool, developed by the Southern Group of State
Foresters, was released to the public in July 2014. This tool allows users of the Professional
Viewer application of the Southern Wildfire Risk AssessmenWRA) web Portal
(SouthWRAP) to define a specific project area and summarize wildfire related information for
this area. A detailed risk summary report is generated using a set of predefined map products
developed by the Southern Wildfire Risk Assessmenjept which have been summarized
explicitly for the user defined project area. A risk assessment summarygeveerated for
LaurensCounty. The SouthWRAP (SWRA) products included in this report are designed to
provide the information needed to support tiefiving key priorities:

1 Identify areas that are most prone to wildfire.

1 Identify areas that may require additional tactical planning, specifically related to
mitigation projects and Community Wildfire Protection Planning.

1 Provide the informationecessary to justify resource, budget and funding requests.

1 Allow agencies to work together to better define priorities and improve emergency
response, particularly across jurisdictional boundaries.

1 Define wildland communities and identify the risk to th@@mmunities.

9 Increase communication
and outreach with local
residents and the public
to create awareness and
address community
priorities and needs.

Laurens County
* Community Protection Zones

¥ B Primary

[ secondary

i Plan for response and
suppression resource
needs.

1 Plan and prioritize
hazardous fuel
treatment. ‘i;,‘ }—‘ﬁl
] SOUTHERN
FORESTERS

Community Protection Zones map fromthe Laurens County SWRA
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Laurens County

Wildland Urban Interface
[]1-LT1hsi0ac

[] 2-1hs/40 10 1 hs/20 ac
[ 3- 1hs20t0 1 hs/10 ac
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N
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FORESTERS
Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment
https://soutk ildfirerisk.com’

Above: Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) map

Below: Left i WUI Population
Right 1 WUI Acres

Laurens County Laurens County
Wildland Urban Interface Wildland Urban Interface

20,000, 150,000
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Laurens County

WUI Risk

. -9 Major Impacts
N

| B

| B3

D -5 Moderate
[«

3] -3

|

D -1 Minor Impacts

N

|s.39 mi I @
|17992.a m |

SOUTHERN
~—= GROUP OF STATE =—
FORESTERS
Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment
https://south ildfirerisk.com/

Above: Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Risk map
Below: WUI Risk Index Acres

Laurens County
WUI Response Index

60,000

40,000

®o-o0>

20,000/

-5 Moderate

-9 Major Impacts
-1 Minor Impacts
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Above: Burn Probability map

Laurens County

Burn Probability

M 1 (Lowest Probability)
| H

O

4

s

(K

| K

| B

| K]

M 10 (Highest Probability)

N

8.39 mi (D
178828 m

SOUTHERN
FORESTERS

Below: Flame Length map

Laurens County

Flame Length
Ho-2 1
[J2-41
[Ja-8t
[s-12 1
B 12-20
B 20-30
| LR

N

8.39 mi @
17992.8 m

SOUTHERN

— RO OF STATE —

FORESTERS

https: isk.com’
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Laurens County

Rate Of Spread
[ o-5 chinr
5-10 chihr
[]10-15 ctvhr
[[]15-20 ctvhr
[7] 20-30 ctvhr
[7] 30-50 cvhr
M 50- 150 chinr
B 150+ chinr

N
8.39 mi $
17982.8 m

SOUTHERN

— GHOUP BF STATE —

FORESTERS

Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment
‘https://southernwildfirerisk.com/

Above: Rate of Spread map
Below: Rate of Spread Acres

Laurens County
Characteristic Rate of Spread

150,000

100,000

wo=0>

50,000

!

Non-Burnable
0- 5 (chthr)
10 - 15 (ch/hr)
15 - 20 (ch/hr)
30 - 50 (ch/hr)
50 - 150 (chthr)
150 + (chrhr)

Page3




WILDFIREPROTECTIONPLANANACTIONPLANFORWILDFIREMITIGATION

Laurens County

Fire Intensity Scale
|:| 1- Lowest Intensity
| KR

I:] 2-Low

[J2s

. 3 - Moderate
Hss

B 4 - High

W 4s

. 5 - Highest Intensity

N
8.39 mi @
179928 m

SOUTHERN

— GRRUP OF STATE —

FORESTERS

Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment
hitps://southernwildfirerisk.com/

Above: Fire Intensity Scale map  Below: Fire Intensity Scale Acres

Laurens County
Characteristic Fire Intensity Scale

100,000

50,000

wo=0 >

Non-Burnable
1 Lowest Intensity
2 Low
25
3 Moderate
a5
4 High
45
5 Highest Intensity ~
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Surface Fire

A fire that spreads through surface fuel
without consuming any overlying canopy
fuel. Surface fuels include grass, timber
litter, shrub/brush, slash and other dead ¢
live vegetatiorwithin about 6 feet of the
ground.

Passive Canopy Fire

A type of crown fire in which the crowns ¢
individual trees or small groups of trees
burn, but solid flaming in the canopy canr
be maintained except for short periods
(Scott & Reinhardt, 2001).

Adive Canopy Fire

A crown fire in which the entire fuel
complex (canopy) is involved in flame, bu
the crowning phase remains dependent ¢
heat released from surface fuel for
continued spread (Scott & Reinhardt, 20C

Laurens County

Fire Type
Extreme Weather Percentile

D Surface Fire
E Passive Canopy Fire
B Active Canopy Fire

N

839 mi @
179928 m

SOUTHERN

— BP0 STATE —

FORESTERS

Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment
hitps:/ com’
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