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I.  OBJECTIVES  
 

A Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) provides a community with a road map 
to reduce its risk from wildfire.  A CWPP is designed through collaboration between 
state and local fire agencies, homeowners and landowners, and other interested parties 
such as city councils, utilities, homeowners associations, environmental organizations, 
and other local stakeholders. The plan identifies strategic sites and methods for risk 
reduction and structural protection projects across jurisdictional boundaries.   
 
Comprehensive plans provide long-term guidance for growth, reflecting a communityôs 
values and future expectations.  The plan implements the communityôs values and 
serves to protect natural and community resources and public safety.  Planning also 
enables communities to address their development patterns in the Wildland Urban 
Interface and determine how they can reduce their risk through alternative development 
patterns.  The formal legal standing of the plan and its central role in local government 
decision making underscores the opportunity to use this planning process as an 
effective means for reducing wildfire risk.   
 
The mission of the following plan is to set clear priorities for the implementation of 
wildfire mitigation in Macon County. The plan includes prioritized recommendations for 
the appropriate types and methods of fuel reduction and structure ignitability reduction 
that will protect this community and its essential infrastructure. It also includes a plan for 
wildfire suppression. Specifically, the plan includes community-centered actions that 
will:  
 

¶ Educate citizens on wildfire, its risks, and ways to protect lives and properties, 

¶ Support fire rescue and suppression entities, 

¶ Focus on collaborative decision-making and citizen participation, 

¶ Develop and implement effective mitigation strategies, and 

¶ Develop and implement effective community ordinances and codes. 
 

II. COMMUNITY COLLABORATION  
 

Wildfire risk reduction strategies are most effective when approached collaboratively ï 
involving groups of residents, elected officials, community decision makers, emergency 
managers, and natural resource managers ïand when combined with effective outreach 
approaches.  Collaborative approaches make sense as the initial focus of any 
community attempting to work toward wildfire risk reduction.  In all Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan collaborations, the goal is to cooperatively identify problems and reach 
a consensus for mutual action.  In the case of wildfire mitigation, a reduction in the 
wildfire risk to the communityôs lives, houses, and property is the desired outcome. 
 
The collaborative core team convened in January 2009 to assess risks and develop the 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan. The group is comprised of representatives from 
local county government, local fire authorities, and the Georgia Forestry Commission.  
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Below are the groups included in the task force: 
 

Macon County Government 

County Fire Department 
Emergency Management Agency 
Board of County Commissioners 

Georgia Forestry Commission 

 
 
It was decided to conduct community assessments on the basis of the on high risk 
communities and the individual fire districts in the county. The Community Wildfire 
Protection Specialist and the representative of the local Georgia Forestry Commission 
office  reconvened in early 2009 for the purpose of completing the following: 
 
 

Risk Assessment Assessed wildfire hazard risks and prioritized mitigation         
actions. The wildfire risk assessment will help homeowners, 
builders, developers, and emergency personnel whether the 
area needs attention and will help direct wildfire risk 
reduction practices to the areas at highest risk. 

       

     Fuels Reduction Identified strategies for coordinating fuels treatment projects. 

 

Structure Ignitability      Identified strategies for reducing the ignitability of structures 
within the Wildland interface. 

 

Emergency Services     Forged relationships among local government and fire 
districts and developed/refined a pre-suppression plan.            

 

Education/Outreach Developed strategies for increasing citizen awareness and 
action and to conduct homeowner and community leader 
workshops.  Outreach and education programs are designed 
to raise awareness and improve audience knowledge of 
wildfire risk reduction needs and practices.  In the best 
cases, education and outreach programs will influence 
attitudes and opinions and result in effective action. 
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III. COUNTY BACKGROUND AND WILDFIRE HISTORY 
 

Located in central Georgia, Macon County is 130 miles south 

of  Atlanta and covers 403 square miles. The state legislature created 

Macon County, the ninety-first county in Georgia, in 1837 and named 

Lanier the first county seat. The earliest inhabitants were the Cherokee; 

Muskogee, who later became part of the Creek Nation; and Uchee 

Indians. 

Created from parts of Houston and Marion counties, Macon County 

was named for Nathaniel Macon, a general in the Revolutionary 

War (1775-83). Macon joined a New Jersey militia company in the summer of 1776. In the fall of 

1776 he left the College of New Jersey (later Princeton University) and returned to North 

Carolina. He studied law there until 1780, when he joined a North Carolina company as a 

private. Elected to the Second U.S. Congress, he served as both the U.S. Speaker of the House 

of Representatives and the president pro tempore of the U.S. Senate. Macon began his political 

career as a Democratic Republican but later became a Jeffersonian Republican. 

The first white inhabitants of the area were Indian traders. In the late eighteenth century British 

colonist Timothy Barnard became the Principal Temporary Agent for Indian Affairs south of the 

Ohio River and settled on the Flint River in what is now Macon County. Barnard married an 

Uchee Indian, and his settlement was a popular trading post until his death in 1820. Out of the 

southwest Georgia wilderness he carved what became known as Barnard's Paths, early trails to 

the Chattahoochee River and St. Marys. One of these trails connected to another trail that led 

all the way to St. Augustine, Florida. After the American Revolution he became assistant and 

interpreter to U.S. Indian agent Benjamin Hawkins. Because of his loyalty to the American 

cause, Barnard's wife and two sons were granted extensive land reserves in the area. 

In 1856 the county seat was moved to its current location in the town of Oglethorpe, another 

former Indian trading post located on the Flint River. Named for James Edward Oglethorpe, the 

founder of the colony of Georgia, the city sits on land first settled by Barnard before the 

American Revolution. 

  

 During the Civil War (1861-65), the most notorious Confederate 

prisoner-of-war camp, Andersonville Prison, was located in Macon 

County, about nine miles south of Oglethorpe. Designed to hold 10,000 

Union prisoners, Andersonville housed 33,000 at its height, 13,000 of 

whom died of hunger and disease. In September 1864 most of the 

surviving Union prisoners were moved as Union general William T. 

Sherman swept through Georgia on his march to the sea. Henry Wirz, 

the Confederate captain in charge of the prison, became the only man 

executed for war crimes committed during the Civil War. Today the 

Andersonville National Historic Site includes a national cemetery, park, 

and prisoner-of-war museum. Most of the historic site is found in Macon County, and a small 

portion of its land lies in Sumter County. In 1936 sociologist Arthur F. Raper published his 

comparative study of Macon and Greene counties, Preface to Peasantry, which exposed the 

racial and economic inequalities of Georgia and the South. Raper sought to determine the 

 Andersonville Cemetery 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/macon-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/macon-county#counties/Macon
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-general-assembly
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/cherokee-indians
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/creek-indians
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/houston-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/marion-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/revolutionary-war-georgia
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/revolutionary-war-georgia
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/flint-river
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/indian-trails
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/chattahoochee-river
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/st-marys
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/benjamin-hawkins-1754-1816
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/oglethorpe
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/james-oglethorpe-1696-1785
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/civil-war-georgia-overview
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/andersonville-prison
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/shermans-march-sea
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/sumter-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/arthur-f-raper-1899-1979
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/greene-county
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effects of plantation life in those counties, arguing that slavery and sharecropping had created a 

culture of dependence. The end of plantation society was thus, according to Raper, a "preface 

to American peasantry."  

 Macon County has been the home of several famous Georgians. 

Writers John Donald Wade, a member of the Vanderbilt Agrarian 

movement, and Adrienne Bond, a vice president of Mercer University, 

lived there, as did Sam Henry Rumph, who developed the Elberta 

Peach. Named for his wife, the Elberta Peach led to Georgia's 

nickname, the Peach State. 

Agriculture has always been at the heart of Macon County's economy. 

In addition to peaches, more milk is produced there than in any 

other county in Georgia. 

Macon County High School is located in Montezuma, one of the largest cities in the county. 

Named after the famous Aztec leader by soldiers returning from the Mexican War (1846-48), 

Montezuma is also home to the county's newspaper, the Citizen-Georgian, and has survived 

several floods,  

perhaps the greatest of which was the flooding of the Flint River in 

1994. Other incorporated towns in the county are Ideal and 

Marshallville. 

Tourist attractions abound in Macon County. In addition to 

Andersonville National Historic Site, there is a historic driving tour of 

the county. Whitewater Creek Park offers hiking and camping, and 

tourists may also visit a large Mennonite community that runs Yoder's 

Deitsch Haus Restaurant, Bakery and Gift Shop. Annual celebrations 

include the Festival of Camellias, the Crape Myrtle Festival, the Beaver 

Creek Festival, and the Oglethorpe Fall Festival. 

According to the 2000 U.S. census, the population was 14,074, an 

increase of 7.3 percent from 1990. By 2010 the population had increased slightly to 14,740 

 
 
Fire History 
 
Macon County has not had a significant problem with wildfire.  During the last 10 years 
there have been 23 wildfires annually.  The acreage burned averaged 83 acres annually 
for an average size of 2.7 acres.  The most common cause during this period was 
attributed to debris burning  with machine use listed as the second most common 
cause.  Generally speaking, the western side of the County has most of the fires with a 
concentration to the south of Oglethorpe having the most of that area.  The eastern half 
of the county, particularly the southeast, has the least due to the absence and 
fragmentation of surface fuel resulting from agricultural use. 
 
 

Great Beaver Creek Duck Race 

Ideal Railroad Depot  
 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/macon-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/macon-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/slavery-antebellum-georgia
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/sharecropping
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/john-donald-wade-1892-1963
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/adrienne-bond-1933-1996
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/education/mercer-university
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/agriculture-georgia-overview
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/peaches
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/dairy-industry
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/mennonites
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/macon-county
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The table below details the wildfire activity for Macon County for 2017 fiscal year, July 1, 
2016 thru June 30, 2017. Wildfire activity and acreage burned has increased this fiscal 
year due to drought and dry conditions. 
 

County = Macon Cause  Fires   Acres  

Fires 

5 Yr 

Avg 

Acres 

5 Yr 

Avg  

Campfire Campfire 2 
 

29.90  1.40 9.35  

Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, 

Orchards, Etc 

Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, 

Orchards, Etc 
2 

 

13.23  1.40 5.20  

Debris: Construction Land Clearing Debris: Construction Land Clearing 0   0.00  0.20 0.39  

Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn 2 
 

4.50  1.40 2.31  

Debris: Household Garbage Debris: Household Garbage 2 
 

4.86  0.40 0.97  

Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, Yard, 

Etc 

Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, Yard, 

Etc 
1   0.13  1.00 5.11  

Debris: Site Prep - Forestry Related Debris: Site Prep - Forestry Related 3 
 

8.46  1.60 4.36  

Incendiary Incendiary 1 
 

0.65  0.80 0.35  

Lightning Lightning 0   0.00  1.20 1.64  

Machine Use Machine Use 5 
 

25.22  1.80 6.91  

Miscellaneous: 

Firearms/Ammunition 

Miscellaneous: 

Firearms/Ammunition 
0   0.00  0.20 1.86  

Miscellaneous: Other Miscellaneous: Other 0   0.00  0.20 1.44  

Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electric 

fences 

Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electric 

fences 
5 

 

10.10  2.60 5.72  

Miscellaneous: Spontaneous 

Heating/Combustion 

Miscellaneous: Spontaneous 

Heating/Combustion 
1 

 

4.45  0.20 0.89  

Miscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle 

Fires 

Miscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle 

Fires 
1 

 

0.10  0.40 0.09  

Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes 0   0.00  0.60 0.60  

Railroad Railroad 1 
 

3.00  0.80 1.81  

Undetermined Undetermined 2 
 

6.69  1.20 1.92  

Totals for County: Macon Year: 

2017 
  28 

 

111.29  17.40 50.93 

 
 

https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Campfire&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Debris:%20Construction%20Land%20Clearing&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Debris:%20Escaped%20Prescribed%20Burn&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Incendiary&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Lightning&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Machine%20Use&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Firearms/Ammunition&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Firearms/Ammunition&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Woodstove%20Ashes&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Railroad&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Macon&SelectCause=Undetermined&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
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The table below outlines wildfire activity for 2007 thru 2016. The Macon County average 
size wildfire is compared to the Statewide average. Large wildfires in SE Ga. and the 
Okefenokee Refuge during 2007 and 2011 influenced the high Statewide averages 
during those years. In 2016 Macon County had the lowest activity on record due to 
above average rainfall during the year.  

Year 
Number of 

Fires 

Acreage 

Burned 

 

Average Size 

Statewide 

Average Size 

2007 41 103.41 2.52 18.64 

2008 19 10.37 .55 4.56 

2009 22 145.45 6.61 3.90 

2010 15 46.87 3.12 3.93 

2011 52 329.89 6.34 17.56 

2012 31 137.01 4.42 5.08 

2013 23 43.72 1.90 4.53 

2014 18 68.88 3.82 5.02 

2015 15 29.79 1.99 4.42 

2016 3 0.97 .32 6.29 
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IV. COUNTY BASE MAPS 
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