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Marion County Southern Wildfire Assessment Risk Summary Report (SWRA)

Marion CountyCommunity Risk Assessments

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)
is described as the area where
structures and other human
improvements meet and
intermingle with undeveloped
wildland or vegetative fuels.




Executive Summary

The extreme weather conditionghat are conducive to wildfire disasters (usually a combination of
extended drought, lowelative humidity and high windsjanoccur in this area of Georgées
infrequently asevery 1015 years. This is ha regular event, but, the number of homes that have be
built in or adjacent to forested or wildland areasn turna wildfire under these weather conditiomsto
a majordisaster. Wildfires move fast amdnquickly overwhelm theesources of even thbest
equipped fire department Advance planning can save lives, homes and businesses.

This Community Wildfire Protection Plan incluéesevaluation of the wildland fire susceptibility of
gAf RE I YRKkdzND Yy A yatiN\NGR lar@Igsis of @@ 2eriice rgshuicksSdascription of
needed equipment anttaining, andan Action PFlanto address thencreasing threat of wildfireThe
CWPP does not obligate thewhty financially in any way, but instead, lays a foundation for improwv:
emergency respese if and when grant funding is available to the County

The panis provided at no cost to the County and can be very important for County applications fc
hazard mitigation grant fundhrough the National Fire Plan, FEMA mitigation grants, lochelard
Security Under the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) of 2003, commuyndigsties)that seek
grants from the federal government for hazardous fuels reduction work are required to prepare a
Community Wildfire Protection Plan.

The pan will:

1 Enhane public safety

1 Improve community sustainability

1 Protect ecosystem health

1 Raise public awareness of wildfire hazards and wildfire risk
1 Educate landowners on how to reduce home ignitability

1 Build and improve collaboration at multiple levels

The publidoes not have to fall victim to this type of disaster. Homes (and communities) can be
designed, built and maintained to withstand a wildfire even in the absence of fire engines and
firefighters on the scene. It takes planning and commitment at the commilente! BEFORE the wildf
disaster occurs-- and that is what the Community Wildfire Protection Plan is all about.
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|. WILDLAND/URBAN INTERFACE FIRE DISASTERS

Fire influenced and defineithe landscape we call the United States, well before the arrival of the first

Europeans. Scientists, in fact, think that fires started by lightning or Native Americansedoouer

most of the Southeast every 3 to 7 years. These were typically low intensity fires (because of their
FNBIjdzZSyOe o gKAOK 1 SLJ ANKSSE TFA2YNR-ALALAS F2NBSAHO S iR/ R LUINNG D &
accumulations of dense underbrush. When communities becasikestablished across the South,

wildfires began to impact public safety. State forestry agencies became established between 1915 and

1928to control wildfiresand the landscape was generally segregated into communities (or human

habitations) and natureor wildland areas.
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areas, agencies across the country became aware of an increasingly common phemosilefiees

were more and more frequently impactimgmmunities . In 1985, a milestone year, over 1400 homes
nationwide were lost to wildfire. The catastrophes became known as wildland/urban interface fires and

occur when the fuel feeding a wiice changes from natural vegetation (trees, shrubs and heabd)

begins to include manmade structures (homes, outbuildingsveeidcles). Wildland/urban interface

fires can occur anyvdre in the United States armhn becomenajor disastersvhen associated with

extremes in weather (extended droughts, high winds, telative humidity, etc.)

The public does not have to fall victim to this type of disaster. Homes (and communities) can be
designed, built and maintained to withstand a wildfire even in the absence of fire erayies
firefighters on the scene, but fakes planning and commitment at the community level BEFORE the
wildfire disaster occurs-and that is what the Community Wildfire Protection Plan is all about.

CWPP PLAN PARTICIPANTS

Marion County CWP@ore Committee

Travis Welch(County)DranevilleVFDFire Chief

John Mathews, Draneville VFD Deputy Chief
Stephen Mahews, Doyle VFD Fire Chief
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K.J. Burns, Chief, Buena Vista Fire Department
Mason L. Smith, Tazewell VFD

Rod Aide, Mariof€ountylnterim EMA Director
GeorgeNeal, County Commissioner, Marion County

GFEC Representatives

Justin BrownChief Ranger

Gerard PoweJlRanger I, GFC

Jim Harrell CWPP Rxgram Specialist

Beryl Budd, Wildfire Prevention Specialist (revised 2017)

Meeting Dates
Initial Core Committee Maing: May 20, 2010

FollowUp Meeting#1: June 21, 2010
Follow-Up Meeting #2September 13, 2010
Follow-Up Meeting #4: October 4, 2010



[I. OBJECTIVE OF THE CWPP

There are several great reasons to develop a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPPX First an
foremog, a sucessful Community Wilde Protection Plan provides a community with a set of
objectives and actions specifically designed to addresshiteat of wildfire. These objewes and

actions can help:

1 Enhance public safety

1 Improve community gstainability

1 Protect ecosystem health

1 Raise public awareness of wildfire hazards and wildfire risk
1 Educate landowners on how to reduce home ignitability

1 Build and improve collaboration at multiple levels

A Community Wildfire Protection Plan is a catitool required to obtain hazard mitigation grants
through the National Fir Plan, FEMA mitigation grargad othernational funding source Under the
Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) of 2003, communities that seek grants from the federal
governmert for hazardous fuels reduction work are required to prepare a Canity Wildfire

Protection PlarThe minimum requirements for a Community Wildfire Protection Plan as described in
the HFRA are:

1 CollaborationA Community Wildfire Protection Plan must bédlaboratively developed by local
and state government representatives, in consultation with federal ageheaieg other
interested parties.

1 Prioritized Fuel Reduction: A Community Wildfire Protection Plan must identify and prioritize
areas for hazardousiél reduction treatments and recommend the types and methods of
treatment that will protect one or more atisk communities and essential infrastructure.

1 Treatment of Structural ignitability: A Community Wildfire Protection Plan must recommend
measures tat homeowners and communities can take to reduce the ignitability of structures
throughout the area addressed by the plan.

OTHERSTAKEHOLDERS

It is important that a collabrative approach be taken in the development of a successful Community
Wildfire Protection Plan. This means allowing for the involvement of multiple interested parties in the
Core CWPP Committee that develops the CWPP and providing the opportunity for other interested
stakeholders in the community (county) to review and comment on the C\UBIRboration is a
requirement of the ¢althy Forests Restoration Aburingdevelopment of the MariorfCounty CWPP,
opportunities for collaboration were provided by:

1 Major stakeholders were invited to participate as members of the CWPP Core Committee.
1 A news release appearéal the local pape(TriCounty Journakxplaining the objectives of the

Marion County CWPP, the planning process and the procedure for obtaining a copy for review
and/or comment.



. HISTORYF MARIONCOUNTY

Marion County, in wescentral Georgia, was established by an act ofdtade legislatureén 1827,
two years after theCreek Indiansigned the Treaty of Indian Springs (1825).
Marion, the state's seventgecond county, was created from a large tract of
land ceded fromLeeand Muscogeecounties, both established in 1826.
Named for theRevolutionary Wa(177583) hero General Francis "Swamp
Fox" Marion of South Carolina, Marion County originally contained almost all
the land that now makes ugchleyand Chattahoocheeounties and part
of Maconand Taylorcounties.

A committee of nindocal citizens designated the town of ipas the

county seat, but Horry eventually lost the distinction to the township of

Tazewell, in 1838. After years of political intrigue, the county seat was

wrested from Tazewell and bestowed on Pea Ridge in 1849. Local residents

felt that the name PeaiRge did not elicit the respect befitting its new

) : & standing and decided to change its name to Buena Vista, in honor of U.S.
o president Zachary Taylor's recent victory in the Mexican War (4836

Marion County ourthouse

Many of the earliest white settlersf the county were enticed by the combination of the 18aid
lottery and the richsoilthat yielded profitablecotton crops. Marion County would see its greatest
growth during the 1840s and 1850s. By 1850 the population climaxed 28Q,0f which 3,604
were slaves Although ready market access by riveraitwaywas nonexistent, the county's farms
prospered by sending their commodities westward thitttlyee miles toColumbus

The end of theCivil War(1861-65) was geriod of adjustment for Marioil€ounty.Reconstruction

involved the reordering of political, social, and economic life, which led to fundamental changes

in agriculture Finding itself eamomically surpassed by more diversified counties, Marion tried to
modernize by completing the Buena Vista and Ellaville Railroad in 1884. The county's vision of a "New
South" was never realized, however. Heavily dependent wggpitulture the county suffered through

bank panics, théoll weevilcrisis, and thé&reat Depressigrand many residents were forced to start

life anew in other, more urban locales.

One such emigre was Mark Gibson, the father of legendary Negro League bpksgtasilosh Gibson
(191%47). Josh Gibson, known as the "Black Babe Ruth," was born in Buena Vista and gitdslided
schoolgthere until his family relocatetb Pittsburgh in search of stable employment during the 1920s.
Though Gibson's talent blossomed in Pittsburgh, its seeds were sown on the farmlands of Buena Vista.

Anotherwas Eddie Owens Martin. Like the Gibsons, Martin fled Georgia in the 1920s, foi#akis
asharecroppeffor greater prospects in the North. During the 1950s Martin adopted the ndme
EOMand returned to Buena Vista to live on his inherited property. Martin transformed his estate into a
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Zenlike environment that he called Pasaquan. By using religious and archetypal symbols reflecting
influences from #ica, Asia, South America, and Easter Island, St. EOM created a

mystic and artistic world in which he brought the past and future together.
Pasaquan has been called one of thest importantfolk art centers in America.

square miles (234,880 acres).

Pasaquan
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$50 million.

WILDFIRE HISTORY

The Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC) is the state agency responsible for providing leadership, service,
and education in the protection and conservation of Georgia's forest resources. Commission
professionals provide a wide variety of services includimgdi@tection, issuing burn permits, wildfire
suppression and prevention services, emergency and incident command system expertise, rural fire
department assistance, forest management assistance to landowners and communities, the marketing
and utilization offorest resources and nature services, and growing and selling quality tree seedlings for
planting.Forestry is a $28.7 billion a year industry in the State of Georgia creating 128,000 jobs

statewide. Forestry is a valualpart of the MarionCountyeconony.

GFQCountyOffice
The Georgia Festry Commission office serviiprion and Chattahoochee Counties is located at: 324
South Broad Street, Buena Vista, Georgia, 3188&phone: (229) 642289.

Personnel

Justin BrownChief Ranger

Christopher Dunn, &ger/Forest Techician
Gerard Powell, Ranger 1

Franklin Bair, Ranger 1

Nicholas Lucas*, TDL Fire Tower Operator
Debra Barricks*, TDL Fire Tower Operator

GFC Wildland Firefightifeguipment

John Deere 550J

John Deere 650K Tractor Plow

John Deere 438G Tractor Plow

Ford F250 Type 7 Engintbhn Deere 450G Tractor Plow



https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/folk-arts-and-crafts-overview

Wildfire Causes
On a yeatto-year basis, the lating cause of wildfires in Marid@ounty iswildfires resulting from

careless debris burningnachine use (example: harvesting coml@negging quipment, etc)is second

and Incendiary (arson) is third.

Fires Acres
County = Marion Cause Fires Acres 5Yr 5Yr

Avg Avg
Campfire Campfire 1 0.05 1.40 4.01
Children Children 2 0.33 0.60 0.37
Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures,
Orchards, Etc Orchards, Etc 2 1.40 1.80 6.34
Debris: Construction Land Clearir| Debris: Construction Land Clearir 0 0.00 0.20 1.44
Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn| Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn 3 9.74 4.20] 66.81
Debris: Household Garbage Debris: Household Garbage 4 122.36 1.80| 27.82
Debris: Other Debris: Other 1 10.30 0.60 4.10
Debris: Residendl, Leafpiles, Debris: Residential, Leafpiles,
Yard. Etc V), 2 7 18.01 4.40] 11.40
Debris: Site Prep Forestry Relatec| Debris: Site Prep Forestry Relatec 2 1.32 2.80 4.50
Incendiary Incendiary 5 19.62 1.80f 13.28
Lightning Lightning 0 0.00 1.20f 12.39
Machine Use Machine Use 3 2.12 2.00 3.70
Miscellaneous: Miscellaneous:
Firearms/Ammunition Firearms/Ammunition 0 0.00 020 234
Miscellaneous: Other Miscellaneous: Other 1 60.40 0.80| 14.86
Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electir| Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electr 1 0.92 1.20 314
fences fences
Miscellaneous: Spontaneous Miscellaneous: Spontanes
Heating/Combustion Heating/Combustion ! — Sl e
Mlscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle Mlscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle 1 6.66 0.80 179
Fires Fires
Smoking Smoking 3 5.51 1.20 1.58
Undetermined Undetermined 6 3.72 3.00] 10.88
;8;a7ls for County: Marion Year: 43 26356 | 30201 190.96



https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Campfire&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
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https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
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https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Incendiary&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Lightning&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Machine%20Use&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Firearms/Ammunition&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Firearms/Ammunition&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Smoking&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Marion&SelectCause=Undetermined&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017

Acreage Burned /Numler of Fires
For Mari on County For FY 2007-2016

Year Acreage Burned | Number of Fires | Average Size | Statewide Average
Size

2007 311.04 57 5.46 18.64
2008 100.25 56 1.79 4.56
2009 143.01 46 3.11 3.90
2010 76.61 41 1.87 3.93
2011 296.99 81 3.67 17.56
2012 260.42 61 4.27 5.08
2013 150.22 32 4.69 4,53
2014 297.30 27 11.01 5.02
2015 143.77 35 411 4.42
2016 99.96 14 7.14 6.29

Number of Fires by Cause for Marion County for FY 2007 to 2016

Year ﬁ’rzmp Children [B)S?nr:ﬁg Incendiary | Lightning Bﬂsaé:hine Misc. Railroad | Smoking
2007 1 1 21 10 2 12 4 1 5
2008 0 3 17 7 3 19 4 0 3
2009 0 3 19 11 3 3 6 0 1
2010 0 0 17 5 6 10 3 0 0
2011 2 1 28 14 10 18 7 0 1
2012 3 0 16 18 3 16 5 0 0
2013 2 1 14 0 3 1 11 0 0
2014 1 0 17 1 0 3 3 0 2
2015 3 0 24 0 0 2 5 0 1
2016 0 0 5 3 3 1 2 0 0
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Cause of Fire For Marion County For FY 2007-2016
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Acreage Burned by Cause of Fire For Marion County For FY 2007-2016
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Fire Occurrence Map for
Marion County for Fiscal Year 2012-2016

-84.65 -84.6 -54.55 -84.5 -54.45 -84.4
| | | | | |

32 551 Bl 1 |32 55
1
37 5 - L 325
1
32454 L3245
37 4] L 304
32 351 L3035
1
_ 1
22 3] 1 1 1393
1 1 1.1
1 (1
aposd 1 1 1 1 L3225
1 1 1
32 2 T 1 30 9
']
1
32 15 1 L3215

1to 2
W 2to4
4to8

8 to 15
15 to 80

12




IV.COUNTY BASE MAPS
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Communitiesat-risk arelocationswhere agroup of two or more structurem closeproximity toa

forested or wildland area places homes and residents at some degresk&bm wildfire. Other
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debris near the structures, access in and out and the distance from the nearest fipmsiatl

permanent water source suds apond or dry hydrant may contribute to the risk.

While there may be relatively few groups of homes that fit the abdescription in Marion Countjhat
does not mean there is not a significant risk of structural damage dthingevere weather contions
are conducive to a disastrous wildfire (severe drought, low relative humidity and high winds).

In MarionCounty, there are many more individual (isolated) homes and outbuildings on farms and small
properties that could be damaged or destroyed in ghent of a disastrous wildfiré©n these

properties, the ownersnust assume a greater responsibility for wildfire protectioen by making
improvements to the landscape and structures that will provide sdegree ofwildfire protection until

the fire departmentcan arrive. This can only be accomplished if rural residents know how to make their
K2YS& |yR LINPLISNIASE GCANBgAaSE D

Improvements to the community infrastructure (roads, utilities, etc.) may be beyond the capabilities of

the homeowners. Howeveif access by emergency vehicles can be enhanced by widening the entrance
rightof-g I @ 0403 ONBI (-6 gaé aXKNIYYENEK S @irndatound ahddperate NBE (G NHzO |
alr¥Ste IyYyR ARSyiUATeAyd NBaARSyOSaongdnbegrediip Tt SOGA DS
improved.

More extensivanodifications in and around individual residences may need to be budgeted by the
residents over time (for example, making a roof more fire resistant may have to wait until it is time to
replace the current roofa@vering). Moving firewood away from the home, skirting raised decks and
keeping roofs free of accumulated flammable debris are improvementscirabe accomplished in the
shortrun

In most instances, communitieg-risk will benefit from (vegetative) fleeduction within 100 feet of

homes and outbuildings through prescribed burning or by mechanical means. Fuel managemient with
the home ignition zone (within 100 feet of the home) either by removing highly flammable vegetation or
by replacing the vegetain with fire resistant planspecies will significantly improve wildfire safety.
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VIMARION COUNTROMMUNITRISKASSESSMENTS

GCommunity Score Hazard Rating
Samé& Allen Dr. 147 Extreme
Woody Stubbs 140 High/Extreme
Whispering Pines 131 High
Catus Court Road 117 Moderate
Fire House Road 116 Moderate
Butter Cup Lane 106 Moderate
Pine Place 100 Moderate
Pond Road 95 Moderate
Sunny Side Drive 92 Moderate
Andrew Jackson 84 Moderate
Deer Trail 80 Moderate
Harold Harris Road 74 Low
Watkins Woods 67 Low
Hickory Nut Hollow 64 Low
Oakland Way 59 Low

These hazard ratings were comigé by Chief Ranger R.T. Lumpkin and Ranlytark Rodgersluring

the month ofJuly, 2010The Georgia Forestry Commisswnodland Community Wildfirelazard
Assessmiet Scoresheetvas used. This document evaluates communif@sups of homes) based upon
four criteria: subdivision design, site hazard, building constructionaaiditional rating factors. The
cumulative wildfire hazard rating scores range from a lowngatifO to 75points to an extreménazard
rating with over 14(oints.

The cumulative wildfire hazard rating scores help establish priorities for mitigationties inthe CWPP
Action Plan
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VIl. SOUTHERN WILDFIRE RISK ASSES&NVEDK HAZARD MAPS

The Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment tool, developed by the Southern Group of State
Foresters, was released to the public in July 2014. This tool allows users of the Professional
Viewer application of the Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment (SWRA) web Boutid\WRAP)

to define a specific project area and summarize wildfire related information for this area. A
detailed risk summary report is generated using a set of predefined map products developed by
the Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment project which Haaen summarized explicitly for the

user defined project area. A risk assessment summary gemerated for MariorCounty. The
SouthWRAP (SWRA) products included in this report are designed to provide the information
needed to support the following key prities:

T

T

Identify areas that are most prone to wildfire

Identify areas that may require additional tactical planning, specifically related to
mitigation projects and Community Wildfire Protection Planning

Provide the information necessary to justify resce, budget and funding requests

Allow agencies to work together to better define priorities and improve emergency
response, particularly across jurisdictional boundaries

Define wildland communities and identify the risk to those communities

Increase -
communication and [~ &
outreach with local
residents and the
public to create
awareness and}
address community
priorities and needs

Plan for responsef
and suppression
resource needs

Plan and prioritize
hazardous fuely
treatment programs

Community Protection Zones map fromthe Marion County SWRA
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Above: Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) map
BelowLeft: WUI Population graph
Below Right: WUI Acres graph
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