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WILDFIRE PROTECTIONPLAN: AN ACTION PLAN FOR WILDFIRE MITIGATION

|. OBJECTIVES & COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

A Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) provides a community with a roadenap
reduce its risk from wildfire. A CWPP is designed through collaboration between state an
fire agencies, homeowners and landowners, and other interested parties such as city cou
utilities, homeowners associations, environmental organizateord other local stakeholders.
The plan identifies strategic sites and methods for risk reduction and structural protection
projects across jurisdictional boundaries.

Comprehensive plans providelehge r m gui dance f or gr o vatués,
and future expectations. The plan implements the comndusity val ues and s
natural and community resources and public safety. Planning also enables communities f
address their development pattemghe Wildland Urban Interface dmetermine how they can
reduce their risk through alternative development patterns. The formal legal standing of tl
and its central role in local government decision making underscores the opportunity to us
planning process as an effectiveans forreducing wildfire risk.

The mission of the followinglanis to set clear priorities for the implementation of wildfire
mitigation inPeachCounty The plan includes prioritized recommendations for the appropric
types and methods of fuel redion and structure ignitability reduction that will protect this
community and its essential infrastructure. It also includes a plan for wildfire suppression.
Specifically, the plan includes communitgntered actions that will:

1 Educate citizens on wil@g, its risks, and ways to protect lives and properties,
1 Support fire rescue and suppression entities,

1 Focus on collaborative decisionaking and citizen participation,

1 Develop and implement effective mitigation strategies, and

1 Develop and implement effeee communityordinancesand codes.

Wildfire risk reduction strategies are most effective when approached collaboratimebtving
groups of residents, elected officials, community decision makers, emergency managers,
natural resource magersi and when combined with effective outreach approaches.
Collaborative approaches make sense as the initial focus of any community attempting to
toward wildfire risk reduction. In all Community Wildfire Protection Plan collaborations, th:
goal is to coperatively identifyproblems and reach a consensus for mutual action. In the c
of wildfire mitigation, a reduction in t
property is the desired outcome.

Thecollaborative coréeamconvend on Jure I*, 2010to assess risks and develop the
Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Thyggoupis comprised of representatives from local
government, local fire authorities, and the state agency responsible for forest managemer
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WILDFIRE PROTECTIONPLAN: AN ACTION PLAN FOR WILDFIRE MITIGATION

Below are the groups inaled in the task force:

PeachCounty Government

County Fire Department
Emergency Management
Board of County Commissioners

Georgia Forestry Commission

It was decided to conduct community assessments on the basi®ofhiigh risk communities
and thandividual fire districts inthe countyPeach CountFire Departmentthe Georgia
Forestry Commission Ped€@rawfordCounty Unit, andhe GFCWildfire Protection Specialist
reconvenean August 17 2010 for the purpose of completing the following:

Risk Asgssment

Fuels Reduction

Structurelgnitability

Assessed wildfire hazard risks and prioritized mitigation action
The wildfire risk assessment will help homeowvséuilders,
developes, and emergency personnel whether the area needs
attention and will help direct wildfire risk reduction praes to the
areas at highest risk.

Identified strategies for coordinating fuels treatment projects.

Identified strategies for reducing the ignitability of structures
within the Wildland interface

Emergency Managemeiiorged relationships among local government and fiteats and

developed/refined a piguppressiomplan.

Education and OutreaclDeveloped strategies for increasing citizen awareness and act

and to condudhbomeowner andommunity leader workshops.

Outreach and education programs are designed to raise aware
and improve audience knowledge of wildfire risk reduction nee
and practices. In the best cases, education and outreach proc
will influence attitudes and opinior@d result in effective action.
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WILDFIRE PROTECTIONPLAN: AN ACTION PLAN FOR WILDFIRE MITIGATION

1. COMMUNITY BACKGROUND AND WILDFIRE HISTORY

PeachCounty History

Createdn 1924 fromHoustonandMaconcounties by thetate égislature Peact
County was Georgia's 161st county and the last county to be created. (In 1
Milton and Campbell counties merged witlton, leaving the final number of
counties in the state at 159.) Peach County is located in the heart of centre
Georgia, 100 miles south étlantaand 25 miles south dflacon The county
comprises 151 square miles. According to the 20 census, the populatiorrs
23,668 (51.3 percent white, 45.4 percent blacki 4.2 percent Hispanic), an 11.7 percent increas
since 1990.

+

' Geor gi a 0 sountydookitg resed from thpeachegrown there and is the
selfproclaimed "Peach Capital of the World." Samuel Henry Rumph lived in tF
area and launched Georgia's peach industry after he developed the Elberta p¢
® variety, named for his wife. The Peach Regional Raated the Georgia Peach
Festival celebrate the county's most famous crop. In the 1920s the Peach Blo:
Festival attracted thousands of people from all over the world. The peach craz
lasted until theGreat Depressigrbut the county still claims peaches as an esser
aspect of itagriculture

ST B |n the early 1800s th@reek Indiansised the area as hunting lands, and their firs
Peach Harvest  contact with white settlers came in the 1820s. The first white settlers were fror
Carolinas, and they settled west of @emulgee RiverBy 1821 the United States acquired the lan
by treaty, which was extended at Indian Springs in 1825.

Fort Valley wasan early Indian trading post in the area, which at that tir g

was part ofCrawford CountyAfter arriving in Georgia as a private soldie
in theWar of 1812(181215) and developing a career as an Indian tradegs:
James A. Everett helped to found the town of Fort Valley and wassits f|=
commissioner and postmaster in 1825. Despite the name, no military s f;' RrpR
ever existed in the town. In fact, when Everett applied to establish a post '
office there, his application requested that the name be "Fox Valley," WiFR§{' Blossom Festival
was misread as "Fort ValléyEverett married into the Creek Nation and became a wealthy plant
soon to be joined by other planters from South Carolina, who breagbnto the county in 1832.

Todaytheseat of Peach County, Fort Vallayas officially incorporated in 1856, although the towr
main institutions had been in existence for a couple of decades. The other incorporated town ii
county is Byron, named for Lord Byron, an English Romantic.pdet Fort Valley Academy was
founded in 1836, and the Wesley Manual Labor School was founded in 1837. They were joine!
1840 by Fort Valley United Methodist Church. The Fort Valley Female Seminary was founded
1852, thirtyfour years before the firgublic school®pened in the county.
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The Civil War (186165) brought little action to Peach County. Military hospitals
BWEE operated in the communities of Buckern and Gamble, and the Oak Lawn Cem
¥2 in Fort Valley holds the remains of twtgrunknown soldiers who died intein
' wreck three miles north of town. The psar mayor of Fort Valley, Charles D.
% Anderson, was wounded and captured at the Battle of Antigtavigryland, but he
24 was later exchanged for Union prisoners of war. He returned in 1864 to Georc
where his troops experienced heavy casualties in a battle against Sherman's

| As early as the incorporation of Fort Valley, residents pushed faréagion of a

| new county. Thé&lint Riverformed a natural barrier to Macon and Crawford
counties, and the courthouseRarry, the seat of Houston County, proved to be
difficult journey. The state legislature first approved the creation of Peach Cou

1922, but it required the approval of Georgia voters, who initially defeated it at the poll&g only

change their minds two years later.

James A. Everett

Foundedas the Fort Valley High and Industrial School in 189&it Valley
_____ State Universitys ahistorically black collegePart of theJniversity
System of Georgiahe school has the state's sectardest campus in
_| terms of land, with nearly 1,400 acres.

. The most famous employer in Fort Valley, as well as one of the larges
B | the Blue Bird Body Compsy, founded in 1927. Known for its yellow

2 - school buses, the company also houses a museum, where tourists cal
Peach County Courthouse the original Blue Bird number one.

The American Camellia Society, founded in 1945, maintains its nation:
headquarters at Massee Lane Gardemeach County. The gardens, added to the National Regis
of Historic Places in 1980, feature nine acres of camellias.

Wildfire History

Recent data show that a majority of the fastest growing areas in the U.S. are in-pilutfiee
environments. lis notasurprise that some of these fastest growing areas are in Georgia. In las
decade ofthe20Cent ury, Georgi ads population incr e
must contend with natural hazards including wildfire, tornados, and flgodihis combination of
factorsi burgeoning population, abundant natural areas, development pressures, and lack of p
awareness makes Georgia a perfect state for creating solutions to various hazards. Georgia it
to throughout the southern regias a leader in comprehensive and hazard mitigation planning.

Many of Georgiabdbs existing and new residen
role fire plays in our landscape and that their homes are extremely vulnerable t@ wl#afiage.
Balancing development pressures with wildfire risk reduction and education creates a unique
challenge for local governments, emergency managers, and wildfire management agencies su
Georgia Forestry Commission.
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The following chat indicates the wildfire activity in Peach County during the 2016 fiscal year (Jt
20157 June 2016)There were only 8 wildfires during the year whigas well below average due tc
above aerage rainfall. Fiscal year 2017 has started very dry withdives during July and August.

Fires Acres
County = Peach Cause Fires Acres 5Yr 5Yr

Avg Avg
Campfire Campfire 1 3.10 0.60 1.14
Children Children 0 0.00 2.60 2.72
gffr:sr.déqgtflds, Pastures, 8?3::r.d§?§(:elds, Pastures, 0 0.00 1.20 281
Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn | Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn 0 0.00 0.20 0.20
Debris: Other Debris: Other 0 0.00 0.80 1.88
ibris: Residential, Leafpiles, Yarc [E)tecbris: Residential, Leafpiles, Yarc 0 0.00 200 290
Debris: Site Prep Forestry Related | Debris: Site Prep Foresty Related 0 0.00 0.80 1.16
Incendiary Incendiary 0 0.00 1.00 6.64
Lightning Lightning 0 0.00 1.00 1.19
Machine Use Machine Use 2 0.17 2.80 2.39
Miscellaneous Miscellaneous 0 0.00 0.20 0.40
%ﬁq/&indinq '(\Zﬂijstgﬁg?\nN%(l)gi?g/Grinding 2 o O Uil
Miscellaneous: Fireworks/Explosivel Miscellaneous: Fireworks/Explosive 1 0.80 0.60 0.30
Miscellaneous: Other Miscellaneous: Other 1 0.30 0.60 0.33
]lc\g:qiélaneous. Power lines/Electric fl\glnscceeélaneous. Power lines/Electric 0 0.00 0.80 0.83
Eﬂizzellaneous. Structure/Vehicle E/Iilri}(;ellaneous. Structure/Vehicle 0 0.00 0.20 0.10
Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes | MiscellaneousWoodstove Ashes 0 0.00 0.40 0.19
Railroad Railroad 1 0.21 0.60 8.72
Undetermined Undetermined 2 9.10 1.20 5.30
'zl'gtlaés for County: Peach Year: 8 13.68 18.00 39 56
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Over the pastenyears,PeachCounty has averagétl reported wilfires per yearThe occurrence of
these fires is fairly uniform throughout the year with a slight peak in the months of February an
March and a slight decrease during the fall morihsse fires have burned an averafjg2.21acres

annually.Georgia had record breaking wildfire activity in 2007 and 2011 with large fires in SE C
and the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge. These large wildfires were the largest Georgia
experienced and were the largest simm®rds have been kept. Also record low wildfire activity we
recorded in 2010 and 1015 due to above average rainfall through much of the State. Wildfire a
for Peach County FY 2006 thru 2015 compared to Statewide activity can be seen in thd@hart |
and the following graphs sk wildfire activity for Peach Gunty during thesamelO year period.

Fiscal Year | Number of Fires | Acreage | Average Size Statewide Average size
2015 25 32.82 1.31 1.95
2014 21 38.02 1.81 3.07
2013 12 15.43 1.29 3.28
2012 24 97.86 4.08 3.98
2011 23 59.65 2.59 22.90
2010 6 10.81 1.80 1.86
2009 18 58.14 3.23 3.90
2008 26 52.10 2.00 4.56
2007 27 184.77 6.84 18.64
2006 29 72.52 2.50 3.93

Number of Fires For Peach County For FY 2006-2015
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Acreage Burned For Peach County For FY 2006-2015

B Annual Acre M Average through the period

200

Acreage Burned
=
o

Ln
o

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Years

During this 10 year period the primary cause of wildfires in Peach Cawastcareless debris burning (34%)

The secondary cause was machine use (19%) followed by children playing lii@8adiarycausedires
accounted for 10% of these fires.

Cause of Fire For Peach County For FY 2006-2015

Debris Burning 71
34% of 211

Incendiary 21 I

10% of 211

Lightning 8
4% of 211
Machine Use 41

19% of 211

Children 27
13% of 211

Campfire 6
3% of 211

Miscellanoue 28
13% of 211
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Fire Occurrence Map for
Peach County for Fiscal Year 2011-2015
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This map shows where the wildfires occurred within the County over the 5 years from 2011 thru 2015
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V. COMMUNITY WILDFIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

The Wildland-Urban Interface

There are many definitions of the Wildlakitban Inerface (WUI), however from a fire
management perspective it is commonly defined as an area where structures and other hur
development meet or intermingles with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels. As fire is
dependent on a certain set of conditiaghs, National Wildfire Coordinating Group has defined 1
wildland-urban interface as a set of conditions that exists in or near areas of wildland fuels,
regardless of ownership. This set of conditions includes type of vegetatiting construction,
acacessibility, lot size, topography and other factors such as weather and humidity. When the
conditions are present in certain combinations, they make some communities more vulnera
wildfire damage than ot her s. psthkbestwdysoadfineo f
wildland-urban interface areas when planning for wildfire prevention, mitigation, and protect
activities.

There are three major categories of wildlamtdan interface. Depending on the set of condition
present, any of thesgeas may be at risk from wildfire. A wildfire risk assessment can deterir
the level of risk.

1. A" Boundar y ourban irteddceaisnctaracterized by areas of developmenere
homes, especially new subdivisions, press against public and private dsldéaich as
private or commercial forest land or public forests or parks. This is the classic type of
wildland-urban interface, with a clearly defined boundary between the suburban fring
the rural countryside.

2. Al nt er mi x-orbaw interidde aressdare places where improved property and/ol
structures are scattered and interspersed in wildland areas. These may be isolated r
homes or an area that is just beginning to go through the transition from rural to urba
use.

3. il sl ando-urkan interfiace, mlso called occluded interface, are areas of wildlar
within predominately urban or suburban areas. As cities or subdivisions grow, island:
undeveloped land may remain, creating remnant forests. Sometimes these remnants
parks, or asand that cannot be developed due to site limitations, such as wetlands.

(courtesyFire Ecology and Wildfire Mitigation in Florid2004)
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The Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) reflects housing density depicting where humans and their
structures meet or intermix with wildland fuels. For the Peach County project area, it is estimated
that 27,424 people or 98 percent of the total project area population (27,849) live within the WUI.

Wildland Urban Interface Hazards

Firefighters inthe wildland urban interface may encounter hazards other than the fire itself
as hazardous materials, utility lines and poor access.

Hazardous Materials

1 Common chemicals used around the home may be a direct hazard to firefighters
flammability, explosion potential and/or vapors or-gissing. Such chemicals incluc
paint, varnish and other flammable liquids; fertilizer; pesticides; cleansers; aeros
fireworks, batteries and ammunition. In addition, some common household prodi
suchas plastics may give off very toxic fumes when they burn. Stay OUT of the s
from burning structures and any unknown sources such as trash piles.

Illicit Activities

1 Marijuana plantations or drug production labs may be found in wildland urbafao®
areas. Extremely hazardous materials such as propane tanks and flammable/tox
chemicals may be encountered, as well as booby traps.

Propane tanks

1 Both large (household size) and small (gas grill size) liquefied propane gas (LPC
can praeent hazards to firefighters, including explosion. See the "LPG Tank Haza
discussion for details.
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