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The following report is a collaborative effort between various entities. The 
representatives listed below comprise the core decision-making team responsible for 
this report and mutually agree on the planôs contents. 
 
County Representative(s): 
Name Jimmy Totten, Director, Pike County Emergency Management 

Address P.O. Box 377 (75 Jackson St.)  
Zebulon, GA 30295 

Phone Number 770-567-2018 

Other Contact  pikecountyema@bellsouth.net 

 
Name John Hanson, County Manager 

Address P.O. Box 377 (75 Jackson St.)  
Zebulon, GA 30295 

Phone Number 770-567-3406 

Other Contact 
Information 

 
jhanson@pikecoga.com 

 
Name J. Briar Johnson, Chairman, Pike County Commissioners 

Address P.O. Box 377 (75 Jackson St.)  
Zebulon, GA 30295 

Phone Number 770-567-3406 

Other Contact 
Information 

 

 
Local Fire Department Representative(s): 
Name Rick OôBarr, Fire Chief, Pike County Fire Department 

Address P.O. Box 377 (75 Jackson St.)  
Zebulon, GA 30295 

Phone Number 678-588-5067 or 770-567-3406 

Other Contact 
Information 

 
chief@pikecoes.com 

 
Name Dale Jackson, Fire Chief, Zebulon Fire Department 

Address 7818 Hwy 19 S.  Zebulon, Ga. 30295 

Phone Number 404-473-0293 

Other Contact 
Information 

 

 
 
Local Georgia Forestry Commission Representative(s): 
Name Jeff Kenerly, Chief Ranger Sr. 

Address Georgia Forestry Commission 2035 Ethridge Mill Road Griffin,  

Phone Number 770-227-5522 0r 770-229-3005 

Other Contacts jkenerly@gfc.state.ga.us 
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I.  OBJECTIVES  
 
A Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) provides a community with a road map 
to reduce its risk from wildfire.  A CWPP is designed through collaboration between 
state and local fire agencies, homeowners and landowners, and other interested parties 
such as city councils, utilities, homeowners associations, environmental organizations, 
and other local stakeholders. The plan identifies strategic sites and methods for risk 
reduction and structural protection projects across jurisdictional boundaries.   
 
Comprehensive plans provide long-term guidance for growth, reflecting a communityôs 
values and future expectations.  The plan implements the communityôs values and 
serves to protect natural and community resources and public safety.  Planning also 
enables communities to address their development patterns in the Wildland Urban 
Interface and determine how they can reduce their risk through alternative development 
patterns.  The formal legal standing of the plan and its central role in local government 
decision making underscores the opportunity to use this planning process as an 
effective means for reducing wildfire risk.   
 
The mission of the following plan is to set clear priorities for the implementation of 
wildfire mitigation in Pike County. The plan includes prioritized recommendations for the 
appropriate types and methods of fuel reduction and structure ignitability reduction that 
will protect this community and its essential infrastructure. It also includes a plan for 
wildfire suppression. Specifically, the plan includes community-centered actions that 
will:  
 

¶ Educate citizens on wildfire, its risks, and ways to protect lives and properties, 

¶ Support fire rescue and suppression entities, 

¶ Focus on collaborative decision-making and citizen participation, 

¶ Develop and implement effective mitigation strategies, and 

¶ Develop and implement effective community ordinances and codes. 
 

II. COMMUNITY COLLABORATION  
 
Wildfire risk reduction strategies are most effective when approached collaboratively ï 
involving groups of residents, elected officials, community decision makers, emergency 
managers, and natural resource managers ïand when combined with effective outreach 
approaches.  Collaborative approaches make sense as the initial focus of any 
community attempting to work toward wildfire risk reduction.  In all Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan collaborations, the goal is to cooperatively identify problems and reach 
a consensus for mutual action.  In the case of wildfire mitigation, a reduction in the 
wildfire risk to the communityôs lives, houses, and property is the desired outcome. 
 
The collaborative core team convened on August 20, 2009 to assess risks and develop 
the Community Wildfire Protection Plan. The group is comprised of representatives from 
local government, local fire authorities, and the state agency responsible for forest 
management.  
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Below are the groups included in the task force: 
 

Pike County Government 

County Fire Department 
Emergency Management 
Board of County Commissioners 

City of Zebulon 

      Fire Department 

Georgia Forestry Commission 
 
It was decided to conduct community assessments on the basis of the on high risk 
communities and the individual fire districts in the county. The core committee 
reconvened in January 2009 for the purpose of completing the following: 
 

Risk Assessment 

¶ Assessed wildfire hazard risks and prioritized mitigation actions. The wildfire risk 
assessment will help homeowners, builders, developers, and emergency 
personnel whether the area needs attention and will help direct wildfire risk 
reduction practices to the areas at highest risk. 

       

 Fuels Reduction  

¶ Identified strategies for coordinating fuels treatment projects. 

 

Structure Ignitability  

¶ Identified strategies for reducing the ignitability of structures within the Wildland 
interface. 

 

Emergency Management  

¶ Forged relationships among local government and fire     districts and 
developed/refined a pre-suppression plan. 

 

Education and Outreach  

¶ Developed strategies for increasing citizen awareness and action and to conduct 
homeowner and community leader workshops.  Outreach and education 
programs are designed to raise awareness and improve audience knowledge of 
wildfire risk reduction needs and practices.  In the best cases, education and 
outreach programs will influence attitudes and opinions and result in effective 
action. 
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III. Community Background and Wildfire History 
    
Location  and County Information 
 

In 1822 Pike County, the state's fifty-sixth county, was created from Monroe County in 

west central Georgia by the state legislature. Later, parts of Pike 

County were used to create Upson (1824), Spalding (1851), 

and Lamar (1920) counties. Pike County, which comprises 218 

square miles, and its county seat, Zebulon, are named after 

Zebulon Pike, a general in the War of 1812 (1812-15) and an 

explorer of the Louisiana Territory. Pike's name was made famous 

by his discovery of a Colorado mountain, subsequently named 

Pikes Peak. 

 

Zebulon was incorporated in 1825, and a two-story wood-frame building 

was constructed to serve as a courthouse. This building served the county 

until 1844, when a brick building in the "Greek Temple" style   

replaced it. This structure was, in turn, replaced by the present courthouse 

in 1895. Other incorporated towns in Pike County are Concord, Meansville, 

Molena, and Williamson. 

Early white settlers to the area used Indian trails in lieu of roads, but in the 

1830s they improved the main trail by laying down planks that could 

support stagecoaches. This route became known as the Old Plank Road. Another old 

stagecoach line in Pike County came from Columbus, traversed Pike County up to 

Indian Springs, and then continued to Augusta. This was known as the Old Alabama 

Road. 

Agricultural and forest products have  traditionally been the 

economic mainstay in Pike County. Early crops 

were cotton and peaches. 

Later, poultry and soybeans became important farm 

products as well. Beginning in the 1970s, the county 

emerged as one of metropolitan Atlanta's bedroom 

communities.Notable residents include Charles Barrett, a 

founder of the Georgia Farmers Union and longtime 

president of the National Farmers Union, and Jacques 

Futrelle, a novelist, journalist, and writer of detective fiction 

who died in the sinking of the Titanic. 

 

According to the 2010 U.S. census, the population of Pike County was 17,869, an 

increase from the 2000 population of 13,688. 

Pike County Courthouse 

Pike County Sawmill 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/pike-county#counties/Pike
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/pike-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/pike-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/monroe-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-general-assembly
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/upson-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/spalding-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/lamar-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/war-1812-and-georgia
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/indian-trails
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/columbus
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/augusta
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/agriculture-georgia-overview
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/cotton
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/peaches
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/poultry
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/soybeans
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/atlanta
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/node/2626
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(The above information courtesy of the New Georgia Encyclopedia) 

 
Fire History 
 
Pike County traditionally does not have a critical problem with wildfire.  During the 

period fiscal year 2007 through fiscal 2016 the average size fire in Pike was 3.75 acres. 

During this same period the state average size fire was 6.89 acres. During the last 10 

years Georgia has experienced record breaking years in 2007 and 2011 for the number 

of wildfires and acreage burned. The State has also had record breaking years of low 

wildfire activity in 2010 and 2015 due to above normal rainfall.  Typically the average 

size fire in Georgia for a year is just over 4 acres. Escaped debris burns remains the 

principal cause of wildland fire in Pike County. This is also the primary cause of wildfires 

throughout the State. The County does not have a significant problem with arson related 

fires although some have occurred. The Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment reveals that 

the northeast portion of the county shows the highest number of starts which 

correspond to the most rapid growth of the wildland urban interface in the county.  

Rapid response by the Georgia Forestry Commission and local fire departments and 

moderately easy access helps to keep the average size low. However, it should be kept 

in mind that large fires can and have happened in this part of Georgia.  On July 16, 

2000 there was a fire in nearby Upson County that burned approximately 400 acres in 

around 3 hours.  Should drought conditions exist the possibility that large and damaging 

wildfires can happen will always exist.  Growth of the wildland urban interface in Pike 

County increases the likelihood of ignitions and risk to critical infrastructure.  
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Wildfire Activity so far in fiscal year 2017, July 1, 2016 thru June 30, 2017, is found in 

the table below.  

 

County = Pike Cause  Fires   Acres  

Fires 

5 Yr 

Avg 

Acres 

5 Yr 

Avg  

Campfire Campfire 1   1.90  1.00 0.91  

Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, 

Orchards, Etc 

Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, 

Orchards, Etc 
0   0.00  0.40 1.52  

Debris: Construction Land Clearing Debris: Construction Land Clearing 2 
 

21.26  0.80 4.94  

Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn 0   0.00  1.00 2.47  

Debris: Household Garbage Debris: Household Garbage 1 
 

0.20  0.20 0.04  

Debris: Other Debris: Other 0   0.00  0.40 1.45  

Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, 

Yard, Etc 

Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, 

Yard, Etc 
5 

 

7.25  3.20 8.68  

Lightning Lightning 0   0.00  0.20 1.57  

Machine Use Machine Use 4 
 

49.92  1.60 20.16  

Miscellaneous: 

Cutting/Welding/Grinding 

Miscellaneous: 

Cutting/Welding/Grinding 
0   0.00  0.20 1.66  

Miscellaneous: 

Firearms/Ammunition 

Miscellaneous: 

Firearms/Ammunition 
0   0.00  0.20 0.73  

Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electric 

fences 

Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electric 

fences 
1 

 

0.30  0.60 0.67  

Miscellaneous: Spontaneous 

Heating/Combustion 

Miscellaneous: Spontaneous 

Heating/Combustion 
0   0.00  0.20 0.12  

Miscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle 

Fires 

Miscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle 

Fires 
1 

 

0.53  0.40 0.21  

Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes 1 
 

8.70  0.60 4.45  

Undetermined Undetermined 1 
 

26.30  0.40 5.81  

Totals for County: Pike Year: 

2017 
  17 

 

116.36  11.40 55.39 

 

 

 

https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Campfire&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Debris:%20Construction%20Land%20Clearing&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Debris:%20Escaped%20Prescribed%20Burn&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Debris:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Lightning&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Machine%20Use&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Firearms/Ammunition&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Firearms/Ammunition&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Woodstove%20Ashes&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Pike&SelectCause=Undetermined&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
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IV. County Base Maps 
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