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Executive Summary

The extreme weather conditionghat are conducive to wildfire disasters (usually a combination of
extended drought, lowelative humidity and high windsjanoccur in this area of Georgées
infrequently asevery 1015 years. This is ha regular event, but, the number of homes that have be
built in or adjacent to forested or wildland areasn turna wildfire under these weather conditiomsto
a majordisaster. Wildfires move fast amdnquickly overwhelm theesources of even thbest
equipped fire department Advance planning can save lives, homes and businesses.

This Community Wildfire Protection Plan incluéesevaluation of the wildland fire susceptibility of
gAf RE I YRKkdzND Yy A yatiN\NGR lar@Igsis of @@ 2eriice rgshuicksSdascription of
needed equipment anttaining, andan Action PFlanto address thencreasing threat of wildfireThe
CWPP does not obligate thewhty financially in any way, but instead, lays a foundation for improwv:
emergency respese if and when grant funding is available to the County

The panis provided at no cost to the County and can be very important for County applications fc
hazard mitigation grant fundhrough the National Fire Plan, FEMA mitigation grants, lochelard
Security Under the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) of 2003, commuyndigsties)that seek
grants from the federal government for hazardous fuels reduction work are required to prepare a
Community Wildfire Protection Plan.

The pan will:

1 Enhane public safety

1 Improve community sustainability

1 Protect ecosystem health

1 Raise public awareness of wildfire hazards and wildfire risk
1 Educate landowners on how to reduce home ignitability

1 Build and improve collaboration at multiple levels

The publidoes not have to fall victim to this type of disaster. Homes (and communities) can be
designed, built and maintained to withstand a wildfire even in the absence of fire engines and
firefighters on the scene. It takes planning and commitment at the commilente! BEFORE the wildf
disaster occurs-- and that is what the Community Wildfire Protection Plan is all about.
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I. WILDLAND/URBAN INTERFACE FIRE DISASTERS

Fire influenced and definetthe landscae we call the United States, well before the arrival of the first

Europeans. Scientists, in fact, think that fires started by lightning or Native Americans occurred over

most of the Southeast every 3 to 7 years. These were typically low intensity fesude of their
FNBIjdzZSyOe o gKAOK 71 SLI ANKSSE TFA2YNK-ALALAES 2NBSHO S iR/ R LUINNG D S
accumulations of dense underbrush. When communities became well established across the South,

wildfires began to impact public safety and had to betoalted. State forestry agencies became

established between 1915 and 1928 and the landscape was generally segregated into communities (or

human habitations) and natural or wildland areas.

Ly GKS YAR MpynQas F2ftf2gAy 3 plevioysy foresh dr @ilfland T RS ISt 2
areas, agencies across the country became aware of an increasingly common phemosilefiees

were more and more frequently impacting communities . In 1985, a milestone year, over 1400 homes
nationwide were lost to wildfireThe catastrophes became known as wildland/urban interface fires and

occur when the fuel feeding the fire changes from natural vegetation (trees, shrubs and herbs) and

begins to include manmade structures (homes, outtings and vehicles). Wildland/urbamerface

fires can occur anyvdre in the United States armhn becomenajor disastersvhen associated with

extremes in weather (extended droughts, high winds, low relative humidity, etc.)

The public does not have to fall victim to this type of disadt@mes (and communities) can be
designed, built and maintained to withstand a wildfire even in the absence of fire erayines
firefighters on the scene. BUTtakes planning and commitment at the community level BEFORE the
wildfire disaster occurs

COQWPPCORE COMMITTEE

The development of this plan was a collaborative effortthe people ofStewartCounty.The
AYRAGARdIzZLfa tA&A0GSR 0St2¢ O6GKS a/2tt [ 2NB /2YYAGGS

CWPRCore Committee

Jimmy Babb, Stewart County ENd#iector

Greg StewartFire ChiefStewart County Fire Department

Eric Storeykire ChiefRichland Fire Department

W. Alan Griggs, Richland Fire Departni@tgwart County Fire Department

Georgia Forestry Commission Representatives

Doug Redding, Rangkr

JimHarrell CWPP Program Specia(isitial dan 2010)
Beryl Budd, Wildfire Pxention Specialist (revisquan2018

Meeting Dates
Initial Core Committee MeetingApril 7, 2010

Folow-Up Meeting: August 31, 2010



The CWPP Core @mittee contributed to the CWPP development by:

Initiation Agreed on the need to develop a Community Wildfire Protection Plan
Risk Assessment Assessethe wildfire hazard®2 fcondmunitiesat-NRA a | €

Fuels Reduction Identifiedand prioritized areas for fuetreatment projects

Sructure Ignitability Identified strategies for reducing the ignitability of structures within the

wildland/urban interface
Emergency Response Updated and improvedtrategies for coordinatedildland fireresponse

Education ad Outreach Outlined a public ducation initiativeto increasecitizen awarenesef
residential wildfire protection (Firewige

OTHER STAKEHOLDERS

It is important that a collabrative approach be taken in the development of a successful Community
Wildfire Protection Plan. This mesallowing for the involvement of multiple interested parties in the
Core CWPP Committdleat develops the CWPP and providihg opportunity for other interested
stakeholders in the community (county) to review and comment on the CWPP. Collaboration is a
requirement of the Healthy Forests Restoration Aniring development of th&tewartCounty CWPP,
opportunities for collaboration were provideby:

1 Major stakeholders were invited to participate as members of the CWPP Core Committee.

1 A news release wasdlaced in the local papéBtewartWebster JournaBxplaining the
objectives of theStewartCountyCWPP, the planning process and the procedure for obtaining a
draft copy for review and/or comment.

WUI is described as the area where
structures and other human
improvements meet and intermingle
with undeveloped wildland or vegetative
fuels.




[I. OBJECTIVE OF THE CWPP

The objective of this @omunity Wildfire Protection Plan (CWHP}o improve public safety and reduce
structural losses from wildfire iwildlandurban interface areas of Stewa@ounty.

The Wildland/Urban Interfac@NVUI)is the presence of structures in locations in which the authority
having jurisdiction (AHJ) determines that topographical features, vegetation, fuel types, local weather
conditions and prevailing winds result in the potential for ignition of the structures within the area from
flames andifebrands from a wildland fi®&FPA 1144008 edition).

There are three generally accepted types of interface areas:

1.4 . 2 dzy R Id/érbad iktérfRce areasare characterized by development whegeoups of
homes,subdivisions or other structurageate a distinct and easily identified border wjghiblic or
private wildlands, forests or parks.

HO ALY GSNYAEE ¢ A faBRdsdreyplRoesiati@rgartelsioihfiréetdiplogady and/or
structures are scattered and interspersed within wildlands, forests or parks. Frequently, this is a
subdivision that is nogetd 6 d2Adzié SAGK Yl ye dzyRS@OSt2LISR tesiia AydS

3aLaflyRé gAf Rfl(af RR d2RB t §/ SRy & S AdbhgpideRyGeR snialypdRetsl I OS¢ 0
of wildland or natural areas surrounded by development or esiimatedwithin an incorporated area\
park or greenspace within a city is an exaenof an island interface area.

This CWPHRill provide Stewartounty with an evaluation of the willand fire susceptibility of
wildland/urban interfacax O 2 Y'Y dzgt-N& &rfpld&an be a valuable guide aadtionplanto address
the increasing threaof wildfire. The plarwill:

1 Enhance public safety

1 Improve community sustainability

1 Protect ecosystem health

1 Raise public awareness of wildfire hazards and wildfire risk
1 Educate landowners on how to reduce home ignitability

1 Build and improve collaboratioat multiple levels

ThisCommunity Wildfire Protection Plamill be very important to County applications feazard

mitigation grants through the National Fire PlanlViAEmitigation grants, and Homeland Securitinder
the Healthy Forest Restoration A&tKRA) of 2003, communitiésounties)that seek grants from the
federal government for hazardous fuels reduction work are required to prepare a Community Wildfire
Protection Plan.



The minimum requirements for a Community Wildfire Protection Plan agitdescin the HFRA are:

1 CollaborationA Community Wildfire Protection Plan must be collaboratively developed by local
and state government representatives, in consultation with federal agencies and other
interested parties.

1 Prioritized Fuel Reduction: A@munity Wildfire Protection Plan must identify and prioritize
areas for hazardous fuel reduction treatments and recommend the types and methods of
treatment that will protect one or more atisk communities and essential infrastructure.

1 Treatment of Stratural ignitability: A Community Wildfire Protection Plan must recommend
measures that homeowners and communities can take to reduce the ignitability of structures
throughout the area addressed by the plan.

This plan should bieoked at asa working documet (i.e.; a guide)or local, state and federal agencies

to reach common wildfire protection goals.CWPP committee should mewmt acontinuing basis from

year to yeatto review accomplishmenjsliscuss impediments, revise outdated portions of the CWPP
and develop new, meaningfwildfire protectiongoalsfor StewartCounty

I.STEWARTOUNTY HISTORY & WILDFIRE HISTORY

Stewart County, created by tretate legislaturein 1830, was named fdaniel

Stewart an Indian fighterRevolutionary Wa(177583) veteran, and the

greatgrandfather of U.S. president Theodore Roosevelt. Ritistoric,

natural, archaeological, architectural, and cultural resources, Stewart County

is nevertheless poor in wéh. To reconcile this disparity, county leaders in

1965 began forging a new economy in tourism. This effort is emerging today

as a major alternative to the traditional economiegpefanuts cotton, and

pine trees. At the zenith of the county's prosperity in 1850, Stewart ranked as
the tenth most populous in Georgia. By 2003 it was the state's ninth leastigmas county. According to
the 2010 U.S. census, the population was 6,058, an increase from the 2000 population of 5,252.

Early History

Thousands of years ago Native Americans recognized the many strategic advantages of the land known
today as Stewar€County. ThéMlississippian Culturplaced two major mound
systems, known today as the Rood Mounds 8imtjerMoye Mounds here

during the Mississippian middle period (A.D. 11(3%0).Located along

the fall line, Stewart County's entire western border is composed of

the Chattahoochee Rivand the Alabama state line. Only about twenty miles
downriver from Columbus(the northerly point of largecraft navigation),

Stewart County traditionally provided a link between ®iedmont regiorof

Georgia and the Gulf of Mexico.

SingerMoye Mounds


http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-general-assembly
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/daniel-stewart-1761-1829
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/daniel-stewart-1761-1829
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/revolutionary-war-georgia
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/peanuts
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/cotton
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/mississippian-period-overview
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/singer-moye-mounds
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/fall-line
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/chattahoochee-river
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/columbus
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/piedmont-geographic-region
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/stewart-county

The first Europeans in preseday Stewart County were th@panishwho
moved through the area about 1639. However, legal settlement began with
the state's fifthland lottery, held in 1827, whehee Countypecame one of

five new west Georgia counties. In 1828 the state sectioned off the western
part of Lee to creat®andolph Countywhich in turn was didied on

December 23, 1830, toreate Stewart. In 1853 the eastern part of Stewart
became Kinchafoonee (lat®¥/ebste)) County, and in 1858 the newly
establishedQuitman Countybsobed a western piece of Stewart.

Stewart County Courthouse

The treaty that wrested west Georgia from Native Americans ended in conflict. By 1836 the
remainingCreek Indianbegan ambushing homes and communities in desperation. The settlers called
on GovernoWilliam Schleyor protection. Schley sérstate militia volunteers fronGwinnett Countyto
establish three local fortsIngersoll, Jones, and McCreary. On May 15, 1836, the river settlerhent o
Roanoke was burned by a reported 300 Indians. On June 9 the Battle of Shepherd's Plantation marked
an end to skirmishes in the county and, essentially, in the state.

A Brief Prosperity

The county population exploded from 1836 to 1850. Settlers poureaamly from other fall line
counties, especiallyjonesWashington andWilkes Stewart soon became one of Georgia's-tbpee
cotton producers (more than 7.6 million pounds in 182@mpkin in turn,
served as the area's center of commerce and stagecoach routings.

By the 1850s, however, signs of decline began to manifest. Rail

. constructiort connectng Savannatio west Georgia's cotton producers
passed north and south of the county but not through it. It would be 1885
before a rail finally entered Stewtaleading to the incorporation of Richland
in 1889.

Cotton Farm

Additionally, the Europeamfluenced farming practices ofi¢ time led to devastatingoil erosionin

Stewart County. Underlying soil structures in the area yielded multiple gullies in place of théediiee

crop fieds. As the soil washed away, so too did Stewart County's economic strength. Stewart County lost
population in every decade of the twentieth century.

A New Hope
Just as they had overproduced cotton, farnteiacluding those in Stewart Countyalso overproduce
peanuts, a crop that the government began promoting dukivigrld War [(1917%18). By the mid
twentieth century, professionally managed foresisgan to spplant even the peanut fields. By 1990
forests covered 87 percent of the acreage in the coulmyight of this dramatic change from row crops
to trees, some of Stewart County's citizens realized that a new industry needed to be developed.
(Forestry allowed for more free time, as it was not as labor intensivagsculture) A group formed in
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http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/spanish-exploration
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/land-lottery-system
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/lee-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/randolph-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/webster-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/quitman-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/stewart-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/creek-indians
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/william-schley-1786-1858
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/gwinnett-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/jones-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/washington-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/wilkes-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/lumpkin
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/savannah
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/stewart-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/soil-erosion
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/world-war-i-georgia
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/agriculture-georgia-overview

1965 to restore a derelict stagecoach hotel, and the restoration of the B&8kngfield Inn, on
Lumpkin's courthouse square, became the first sstwalin community preservatiomproject in Georgia.
The C|t|zens hoped to attract tourists the county, marking the beginning béritage tourismin rural

j ] GeorgiaThe early success of the inn restoration caused the same group to
establish diving history museunbased on the collections of John Word West
at Jonesboo. Westville which opened near Lumpkin in 197 a simulated
1850s village, comprising actual historic buildings of Georgia. As of 2006
Westville servedhousands of families and more than 20,000 schoolchildren
each year. The museum temporarily closed in 2015 to move to nearby
Columbus.

Bedingfield Inn

Other historic and natural attractions followed the example of WestWltevidence Canyonas
designated astate parkin 1971. Providence is actually aissrof erosiorgullies on 1,003 acres of land
but the multicolored 156foot-deep "canyons" attracted tourist and media attention throughout the
twentieth century.

Florence Marina State Park subsequently opened in 1986. The park provides a
gateway to the Battahoochee River and its many recreational possibilities. The
Kirbo Educational Center at the park offers information on both the Native
Americans of the area as well as the oipresperous town of Florence, burned

in the Creek wars of 1836. About 800exof the Eufaula National Wildlife
Refuge are located along the Chattahoochee's eastern shores in Stewart
County. The Hannahatchee Wildlife Management Area, in the northern part of
the county, gives hunters a 5,6@@re site to enjoy.

Florence Marina State Park
The Towns

Theincorporated cities of Lumpkin and Richland and the unincorporated communities of Omaha and
Louvde all boast reasonably intact historic districts. The economic histories of these towns are written in
their architecture. Lumpkin, the county seat, offers a stagecdeaihdriving tour of antebellum homes.
Built in 1895 and rebuilt in 1923 by architdctF. Lockwood after a fire, the county courthouse presides
over the town square and business district. The Bedingfield Inn is the only remaining wooden structure
on the square.

Richland, as old as Lumpkin, became the larger city with the coming dditfttad Richland's relation

to geography and rail is striking. The city sits atopwlatershedbetween the Chattahoochee
andFlintrivers. Rails, once connectidgnericuso Montgomery, Alabama, and Columbus to

Tallahassee, Florida, cross at Richland. Tourists can enjoy thdataijctorianand early-twentieth-

century homeshere.
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http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/community-preservation
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/heritage-tourism
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/education/living-history-museums
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/jonesboro
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/westville
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/providence-canyon
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/georgia-state-parks
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/stewart-county
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/railroads
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/river-basins
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/flint-river
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/americus
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/late-victorian-architecture-overview
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/suburban-historicism-architecture-overview
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/suburban-historicism-architecture-overview

Omaha, nestled in the northwest corner of the county near the juncture of the Chaitkiee River and
Hannahatchee Creek, seems hidden from the current century. Founded in the 1890s, when the railroad
arrived, Omaha is mentioned in James Joyce's 1922 rdlyskesas the fictional scene of mob racial
violence.

Another community within Steart County is Louvale. Best known for its "Church Row,"

Louvale'sPrimitive BaptistMethodist, andBaptistchurches form a religious courtyard of sorts, with a
community centeamong the churches. Louvale is long and narrovetshing about six miles along U.S.
Highway 27Dozens of other communities have disappeared, or nearly so. One that still survives is
Green Grove, an African American community formed in the wake dCifieWar(1861-65). A Baptist
congregation, established in 1886, continues to meet today. From 1937 to 1958 Green Grove Missionary
Baptist Church operated a school for the community until the coungrthef education built a new

brick facility for black children in Lumpkin.

Prominent Citizens

Prominent Stewart County natives and residents have incl@lethent Evans Confederate general,
Methodist minister, and historian; political leader and Confederate gereoakrt Toombswho owned

a plantatbn on the Chattahoochee Riv&idney Rogta businessman, Confederate military advisor, and
aspiring architect; architectohn Wellborn RogtandLillian Gordy Cartemother of U.S.

presidentJimmy Carter

WILDFIRE HISTORY

The Georgi&orestry Commission (GFC) is $tege agency responsible for providing leadership, service,
and education in the protection and consation of Georgia's forest resources. Commission
professionals provide a wide variety of services including fire detection, issuing burn permits, wildfire
suppression and prevention services, emergency and incident command system expertise, rural fire
depatment assistance, forest management assistance to landowners and communities, the marketing
andutilization of forest resourcesand growing and selling glits tree seedlings for reforestation

TheGeorgia Forestry Commission office locate@Ratite 1, Br 172, Lumpkin, Georgid1815 serves
Stewart, Quitman and Webster Countid®lephone: (229) 838576.

Personnel
Doug ReddingRangerll
Thomas MoreRanger |

Wildland firefighting equipmenassgned tothis GFC office:
1 Truck/transportwith JD 550J

1 Trud&/transport with CAT D5KLGP

2 Type VI engindpickup truck w/ 150 gallon tank)
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http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/primitive-baptists
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/methodist-church-overview
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/baptists-overview
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/civil-war-georgia-overview
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/clement-evans-1833-1911
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/robert-toombs-1810-1885
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/sidney-root-1824-1897
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/john-wellborn-root-1850-1891
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/carter-family
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/jimmy-carter-b-1924

On ayearto-year basis, the majarause of wildfirgin StewartCountyis careless debris burning
followed bymachine usdexample: harvesting combindncendiaryor Arson related fires are the third

leading cause.

Fires Acres
County = Stewart Cause Fires Acres 5Yr 5Yr

Avg Avg
Campfire Campfire 0 0.00 0.60 0.69
Children Children 1 1.60 0.60 0.36
Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures,
Orchards, Etc Orchards, Etc 0 0.00 0.60 0.28
Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn | Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn 1 0.01 3.60| 32.69
Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, Debris: Residential, Leafygh,
Yard, Etc Yard, Etc 0 0.00 1.00 0.80
Debris: Sie Prep Forestry Relatec| Debris: Site Prep Forestry Relatec 6 33.86 420 17.28
Incendiary Incendiary 1 228.00 0.80] 52.89
Lightning Lightning 1 1.30 0.40 1.04
Machine Use Machine Use 3 10.76 3.60| 14.15
Miscellaneous: Miscellaneous:
Cutting/Welding/Grinding Cutting/Welding/Grinding 0 0001 020} 001
Miscellaneous: Miscellaneous:
Firearms/Ammunition Firearms/Ammunition 1 .90 0.40 1.22
Miscellaneous: Other Miscellaneous: Other 1 0.30 0.20 0.06
Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electr| Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electr 0 0.00 0.80 204
fences fences
Miscellaneous: Spontaneous Miscellaneous: Spontaneous
Heating/Comistion Heating/Combustion 2 ) v U
Mlscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle Mlscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle 0 0.00 0.80 0.34
Fires Fires
Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes| Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes 0 0.00 0.20 0.52
Smoking Smoking 1 3.15 1.00 3.21
Undetermined Undetermined 2 31.01 1.80 8.38
Totals for County: Stewart Year: 20 316441 21201 136.27

2017
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https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Campfire&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Children&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Debris:%20Ag%20Fields,%20Pastures,%20Orchards,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Debris:%20Escaped%20Prescribed%20Burn&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Incendiary&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Lightning&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Machine%20Use&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Firearms/Ammunition&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Firearms/Ammunition&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Woodstove%20Ashes&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Smoking&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Stewart&SelectCause=Undetermined&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017

Acreage Burned /Number of Fires
For Stewart County For FY 20072016

Year Acreage Burned Number of Average Size Statewidg
Fires Average Size
2007 57.81 30 1.93 18.64
2008 166.24 38 4.37 4.56
2009 123.80 22 5.62 3.90
2010 126.01 21 6.00 3.93
2011 110.37 36 3.07 17.56
2012 152.96 34 4.50 5.08
2013 193.18 32 6.04 4,53
2014 86.81 21 4.13 5.02
2015 70.25 16 4.39 4.42
2016 14.65 17 .86 6.29
Cause of Fire For Stewart County For FY 2007-2016
125 _Debris Burning
7 , Undetermined
8., Smpking , 5, Campfire
26 , Mscalianous \ "1;, e
, Lightning

63,

Fire Cause
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Fire Occurrence Map for
Stewart County for Fiscal Year 2012-2016
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IV.COUNTY BASE MAPS
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Communitiesat-risk are locations where a group of two or more structures iselproximity to a

forested or wildland area place homes and residents at some degree of risk from wildfire. Other

OKIF NI OGSNARaGAOa 2F (KS aO2YYdzyAlGeéeé¢ addekK Fa GKS Of
accumulation of combustibldebris near the stictures, access in and out and the distance from the

nearest fire station or a permanent water source (pond or dry hydrant) may contribute to the risk.

In StewartCounty, there are many individual (isolated) homes and outbuildings on farms and small

properties that could be damaged or destroyed in the event of a disastrous wildfireheé3e

properties, the ownersnust be educated so they can assume a greater responsibility for wildfire

protection - - - by making improvements to theresidential landscapandtheir homesthat will provide

some wildfire potection until the fire departmentan arrive. This can only be accomplished if rural
NEAARSyGa 1y26 K2g G2 YIS GKSANI K2YS& | YR LINE LISN.

Improvements to the community infrastructure (roadsgilities, etc.) may be beyond the capabilities of

the homeowners. However, if access by emergency vehicles can be enhanced by widening the entrance
rightof-g I @040 ONBI (-6 gaé G XNIYYE KK S @®irnsatound ahdNdpdrateNB (1 NHzO |
safelyandresidencesan be identifieds A § K NB ¥t SOGABS dadomm | RRNBaaSaé¢ g,
improved.

Modifications in and around individual residences may need to be budgeted by the residents over time
(for example, making a roof more fire resist may have to wait until it is time to repia the current

roof covering), however, oving firewood away from the home, skirting raised decks and keeping roofs
free of accumulated flammable debris are improvememisst families can do in the shortrun

In most instances, communitieg-risk will benefit from the reduction/removal of flammable vegetation
within 100 feet of homes and outbuildings through prescribed burning or by mechanical means. Fuel
management with the home ignition zone (within 100 fe¢the home) either by removing highly
flammable vegetation or by replacing the vegetation with fire resistant plant species will cagtlifi
improve wildfire safety.

Pictured here isa Forestry masticatingnower

removing understory vegetation to redece fire risk.

This type of practice is sometimes used near structures
or areas where prescribed firmmay not be practical.
Private contractors can provide this service.
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HAZARD RATINGS FEREWARTOMMUNITIES AT RISK

GCommunity Score Hazard Rating
Omaha 121 Extreme Hazard
Wrightsville 107 Very High Hazard
Rag Town 97 High Hazard
Red Hill 52 Moderate Hazard

These hazard ratings were comiglé by John PollardChief Ranger f@tewartCountyandRanger |
Doug Reddingduring the month oflune, 2010The Georgia Forestry Commissfoldazard and Wildfire
Risk Assessment Sceneetwas usedThis document evaluates communitiggqups of homes) based
upon sixcriteria: community access, surrounding vegetation, building construction, fire protection,
utilities,and additionakating factors. The quantitative wildfire hazard ratingmge from a low hazard
rating of 0 to 5(ooints to an extreméhazard rating of over 12points.

Prescribed burning of
woodlands is the best
management practice to
reduce hazardus fuel
accumulation. The
Georgia Forestry
Commission can provide
a prescribed burning
plan, establish fire
breaks, and can also
provide equipment
standby and assist with
burning when personnel
are available.
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VI.SOUTHERN WILDFIRE RISK ASSESSMENH&AAARBR MAPS

The Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment tool, developed by the Southern Group of State
Foresters, was released to the public in July 2014. This tool allows users of the Professional

Viewer application of the Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment ASWRBb Portal (SouthWRAP)

to define a specific project area and summarize wildfire related information for this area. A
detailed risk summary report is generated using a set of predefined map products developed by
the Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment pobjwhich have been summarized explicitly for the
user defined project area. A risk assessmemhisiary was generated for Stewa@iounty. The

SouthWRAP (SWRA) products included in this report are designed to provide the information
needed to support the fébwing key priorities:

l

T

Identify areas that are most prone to wildfire

Identify areas that may require additional tactical planning, specifically related to
mitigation projects and Community Wildfire Protection Planning

Provide the information necessaty justify resource, budget and funding requests

Allow agencies to work together to better define priorities and improve emergency
response, particularly across jurisdictional boundaries

Define wildland communities and identify the risk to those commanit

Increase communication an
outreach with local residentand
the public to create awareness
and address community priorities
andneeds

Plan for response and suppression
resource needs

Plan and prioritize hazardous fuel
treatment

Community Protectionzonesmap from the Stewart
County SWRA
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