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GEORGIA HACKBERRY
(Celtis tenuifolia Nutt.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 1 1/2 to 2 1/2
inches long and 3/4 to 1 1/2 inches wide, ovate, pointed at the
tip, rounded at the base, margins usually toothed; thin, dark
green and rough above, pale and more or less hairy below.
Fruit spherical, about 1/4 inch thick, on short stems, reddish
purple. Bark dark gray, warty. A tree occasionally 30 feet
high with a trunk 10 to 12 inches in diameter but more usually
a shrub with irregular branches.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves ovate, roughened on the
upper surface; fruit dark orange-red, on a stem shorter than
the leaf petiole.

WOOD: Soft, not strong, close-grained, light yellow.

USES: Not of sufficient size to be of any commercial use.

DISTRIBUTION: Found usually on hillsides and occurring in the
piedmont and lower mountains. Often found in hedgerows.
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FAMILY MORACEAE
RED MULBERRY
(Morus rubra L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 3 to 5 inches
long, 2 1/2 to 4 inches wide, oval, usually contracted into a
long point at the tip; margins toothed, sometimes deeply divided
into 2 or 3 lobes, thin, dark bluish green, smooth or slightly
roughened above, pale and hairy below. Fruit a multiple fruit
resembling a “blackberry,” 1 to 1 1/4 inches long, black, sweet
and juicy when ripe. Bark dark brown, divided into irregular
elongated plates. A tree 60 to 70 feet high with a trunk 3 to 4
feet in diameter, with stout, spreading branches, forming a
dense, broad, round-topped head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves 3 to 5 inches long, 2 1/2 to
4 inches wide, oval; fruit resembling a  “blackberry,” twig
when broken shows fine, silky hairs on the broken surfaces.

WOOD: Light, soft, not strong, rather tough, coarse-grained,
light orange colored . Heartwood very durable.

USES: Fence posts, cooperage, ship building.

DISTRIBUTION: A rather scarce tree of fertile valleys and
hillsides throughout the state.
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FAMILY MAGNOLIACEAE
CUCUMBERTREE
(Cucumber Tree)

(Magnolia acuminata L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 6 to 10 inches
long, 4 to 6 inches wide, elliptic, sharp pointed at the tip,
rounded at the base, margins smooth; yellow-green and
smooth above, whitish, hairy or smooth below. Fruit a small
brown cone, 1 to 3 inches long, resembling a cucumber, the
small seed, red in color, hanging out on delicate, white strings.
Bark dark brown, furrowed and covered by numerous, thin
scales. A tree 80 to 90 feet high with a trunk 3 to 4 feet in
diameter, terminating in a pyramidal head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves 6 to 10 inches long, 4 to 6
inches broad; fruit a small, brown cone resembling a cucumber;
twigs smooth; terminal buds 1/2 to 1/4 inch long, silvery, silky.

WOOD: Light, soft, not strong, close-grained, durable, light
yellow-brown.

USES: Occasionally manufactured into lumber.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on the moist, deep, fertile soils of the
coves and lower slopes of the mountains, rarely extending
into the piedmont.



64

SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA
(Evergreen Magnolia)

 (Magnolia grandiflora L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves evergreen, 5 to 10 inches long, 2 to 3
inches wide, elliptical, pointed at both ends, margins smooth;
bright green, glossy, smooth and leathery above, rusty, hairy,
or sometimes green and smooth below. Fruit an egg-shaped,
reddish brown bur, 3 to 4 inches long, 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 inches
thick with the numerous bright red seeds dangling on slender
threads. Bark dark gray to brown or almost black, smooth on
the upper trunk becoming somewhat scaly. A tree 60 to 80
feet high with a trunk 2 to 3 feet (sometimes up to 5 feet) in
diameter terminating in a spreading, pyramidal head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves evergreen, 5 to 10 inches
long, 2 to 3 inches wide; flower large, fragrant; fruit a reddish
brown bur.

WOOD: Hard, heavy, creamy white, but turning brown on
exposure.

USES: Baskets, crates. This tree is largely used as an
ornamental.

DISTRIBUTION: Found in swamps and along streams near the
coast.
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UMBRELLA MAGNOLIA
(Magnolia tripetala L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 10 to 20 inches
long and 3 1/2 to 9 inches wide, broad, oblong, broadest
above the middle, bluntly pointed at the tip, and long-pointed at
the base, margins smooth; bright green and smooth above,
hairy or nearly smooth below. Fruit an oblong, red bur, 2 1/2
to 4 inches long. Bark light gray, smooth. A tree 30 to 40 feet
high with a trunk 1 to 1 1/2 feet in diameter and stout, contorted
branches.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves large (18 to 20 inches long),
not lobed at the base; bark light gray and smooth.

WOOD: Light, soft, close-grained, not strong, light brown.

USES: Wood of no commercial use. Tree sometimes used as
an ornamental.

DISTRIBUTION: Found near streams and in rich, damp soils, in
the mountains and upper piedmont.
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FRASER MAGNOLIA
(Mountain Magnolia)

 (Magnolia fraseri Walt.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 10 to 12 inches
long, 6 to 7 inches wide, broadest toward the tip with two
ear-like lobes at the base, margins smooth; bright green and
smooth on both surfaces, clustered at the ends of the
branches. Fruit an oblong, smooth, bright red bur resembling
a cucumber, 4 to 5 inches long, 1 1/2 to 2 inches thick, bearing
many scarlet seeds. Bark grayish brown, smooth. A tree 30
to 40 feet high with a trunk 12 to 22 inches in diameter, often
separating near the ground into several stout limbs, branches
wide-spreading and often contorted.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves 10 to 12 inches long,
broadest near the tip and with two ear-like lobes at the base.

WOOD: Light, soft, close-grained, not strong, light brown.

USES: Wood of little value, tree sometimes used as an
ornamental.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on moist soils usually near streams
and largely restricted to the mountains; rare in the piedmont.
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SWEETBAY
(Magnolia virginiana L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in the spring of the second
season, 4 to 6 inches long, 1 1/2 to 3 inches wide, oblong and
more or less rounded at the tip; margins smooth; bright green,
shiny and smooth on the upper surface, pale or nearly white
and hairy below. Fruit a small bur, 1 1/2 to 2 inches long, dull
or brownish red or nearly green at maturity. Bark light gray
and smooth. A tree 30 to 40 feet high with a trunk 1 1/2 to 2
feet in diameter, terminating in a narrow-topped head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves oblong, dark green and shiny
above, whitish and hairy below, semi-evergreen; bark light
gray and smooth.

WOOD: Soft, light brown tinged with red.

USES: Wood of little commercial value.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on moist soil and in swamps throughout
the coastal plain and extending into the piedmont as far as
Gwinnett County.
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YELLOW-POPLAR
(Liriodendron tulipifera L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 5 to 6 inches
long and wide, mostly 4 lobed with a rounded base, dark
green, smooth and shiny on the upper surface, pale and
smooth below. Fruit a narrow, light brown, upright “cone”,
2 to 3 inches long, made up of a number of seeds, each
enclosed in a 4-sided, bony coat and provided with a wing.
Bark on young trees, dark green and smooth, on older trunks
gray and closely ridged. A tree 100 feet high with a trunk 4 to
6 feet in diameter (sometimes 200 feet high and 12 feet in
diameter), terminating high above the ground in a narrow,
pyramidal head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves mostly 4 lobed, fruit a
narrow, upright, light brown “cone”, 2 to 3 inches long,
remaining on the tree after the leaves have fallen; flower
tulip-like.

WOOD: Light, soft, sometimes brittle, easily worked, light
yellowish or greenish brown.

USES: Furniture, musical instruments, molding, picture frames,
plywood, veneer core, vehicle parts, construction lumber;
flake board.

DISTRIBUTION: Found usually on deep, rich, rather moist soils
and occurring throughout the state.
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   FAMILY LAURACEAE
SASSAFRAS

(Sassafras albidum (Nutt.) Nees)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 4 to 6 inches
long,  2 to 4 inches wide, elliptical with smooth margins; mitten-
shaped or 3-lobed; dark green and smooth above, hairy below.
Fruit blue, berry-like, seated in a red cup on a red stalk. Bark
dark, red-brown, deeply and roughly furrowed. A tree up to
90 feet high with a trunk about 2 feet in diameter (often little
more than a shrub), terminating in a narrow, flat-topped head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves of three shapes; fruit blue,
seated in a red cup on a red stalk; leaves and twigs aromatic.
Usually a bush or small tree.

WOOD: Soft, weak, brittle, coarse-grained, very durable in
contact with the soil, aromatic, dull orange-brown.

USES: Fence posts, boats, cooperage, furniture. Oil of
sassafras is used to perfume soap. A spicy tea is made from
the roots.

DISTRIBUTION: Typical of abandoned fields, on dry soil;
occurring throughout the state.
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FAMILY HAMAMELIDACEAE
SWEETGUM
(Red Gum)

(Liquidambar styraciflua L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 4 to 6 inches
long and wide, star-shaped, margins finely toothed, bright
green, smooth and shiny on both surfaces; fragrant when
crushed. Fruit a round, prickly head, attached to a long stem.
Bark grayish brown, divided into narrow ridges. A tree 80 to
140 feet high with a trunk 4 to 5 feet in diameter, terminating in
a typical pyramidal head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves star-shaped, fragrant when
crushed; fruit a round prickly head; branchlets usually winged
with corky growths.

WOOD: Moderately hard, heavy, close-grained, not strong,
often cross-grained, difficult to season, reddish brown.

USES: Furniture, veneer packages, pulp, boxes and crates,
interior finish, plywood, pianos, cooperage, flake board.

DISTRIBUTION: A typical bottomland species but occasionally
found on hillsides or on rich moist soil. Occurring throughout
the coastal plain and piedmont and extending into the mountains
where it is found sparingly at low elevations.
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FAMILY PLATANACEAE
AMERICAN SYCAMORE

(Platanus occidentalis L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 4 to 8 inches
long and wide, more or less round in outline with many irregular
lobes and teeth; wooly when young but at maturity, bright
green and smooth above, paler and smooth below except on
the veins. Fruit a brownish ball about 1 inch in diameter,
composed of many hairy seeds, attached to a long stem.
Bark on young stems creamy white with loose, scattered,
brown scales or plates, becoming on old trunks somewhat
darker and more roughened. A tree often 100 feet high with
a trunk 3 to 8 feet in diameter, terminating in an open, spreading
head. Young trees can grow extremely fast.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Bark creamy or greenish white,
scaling off in thin, scattered, brown plates.

WOOD: Moderately heavy, hard, strong, tough, difficult to
season.

USES: Butchers blocks, furniture, woodenware, panel stock,
cooperage, veneer, musical instruments, etc.

DISTRIBUTION: A typical stream bank species, found throughout
the state except in the higher mountains.
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FAMILY ROSACEAE
DOWNY SERVICEBERRY

(Service Berry)
(Amelanchier arborea (Michx. f.) Fern.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 2 to 4 inches
long, 1 to 2 inches wide, egg-shaped at the base; margins
toothed; yellowish green and smooth on the upper surface,
at first whitish and hairy below; but later becoming pale green
and nearly smooth. Fruit borne in clusters, round about 1/4 to
2/3 inches in diameter, dry, reddish purple, sweetish, scarcely
edible.  Bark dark, ashy-gray, divided by shallow fissures into
long ridges. A tree occasionally 20 to 50 feet high with a
trunk 1/2 to 1 1/2 feet in diameter (often little more than a
shrub), terminating in a narrow, round-topped head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves small, egg-shaped, with a
sharp tip and usually heart-shaped base; winter buds tinged
with brown, slender, 1/2 to 1 inch long.

WOOD: Heavy, hard, strong, close-grained, dark brown.

USES: Occasionally used for tool handles. The tree makes an
attractive ornamental.

DISTRIBUTION: Found at times on dry, exposed hillsides, but
more often near streams; occurring throughout the state.
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BLACK CHERRY
 (Prunus serotina Ehrh.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 2 to 6 inches
long, 1 to 1 1/2 inches wide, oval to oblong and pointed at
each end; margins finely toothed; dark green, smooth and
shiny above, paler and smooth below. Fruit in clusters,
spherical, 1/3 to 1/2 inch in diameter, black, juicy, sweet,
edible when ripe. Bark dark, red-brown, on young trunks
smooth, on old trunks scaly. A tree sometimes 100 feet high
with a trunk 4 to 5 feet in diameter, terminating in a narrow,
oblong head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves and bark bitter, aromatic;
fruit in clusters, spherical, black, juicy, edible.

WOOD: Light, strong, rather hard, straight-grained, with a
satiny surface, light brown or red.

USES: Furniture, interior finish, musical instruments,
woodenware, electrotype and engraving blocks, tool handles,
gun stocks, turnery, etc.

DISTRIBUTION: Found throughout the state but making its best
growth on the deep, rich soils of the mountain coves.
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HAWTHORN
(Crataegus species)

NOTE: Due to the number of different species represented in
the state, their similarity and relative lack of importance, a
general description of the group is given here.

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 1 to 2 inches
long, mostly oval or wedged-shaped with variously lobed or
notched margins; more often smooth on both surfaces but on
some species hairy below. Fruit globular to oblong, often
somewhat like a small apple, 1/4 to 3/4 inch in diameter, usually
red, often sweet and edible. Bark generally thin, gray, reddish
gray, or dark brown, usually smooth on young trunks but on
old trunks broken into thin, narrow scales. A tree seldom
more than 20 to 25 feet high, with a trunk not over 1 foot in
diameter, usually only a small shrub, often muscular and
twisted, the branchlets usually armed with sharp spurs or
thorns.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves small, variously lobed or
notched; fruit smooth, red or yellow, apple-like; branchlets
usually armed with spurs or thorns.

WOOD: Strong, tough, heavy, hard.

USES: Wood of little or no value; fruit sometimes used for
jellies, furnishes food for birds. Some species have value as
ornamentals.

DISTRIBUTION: Various species found throughout the state.
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FAMILY FABACEAE (LEGUMINOSAE)
HONEYLOCUST

(Gleditsia triacanthos L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 7 to 8 inches
long, once or twice compound with many small leaflets 1/2 to
1 1/2 inches long, each pointed or rounded at the tip; dark
green above, lighter below. Fruit a long flat, many-seeded,
black pod up to 16 inches long with a small amount of edible
pulp. Bark nearly black, at first smooth, later scaly-ridged,
usually with clusters of large many-branched thorns. A tree
70 to 80 feet high and 2 to 3 feet in diameter, with a short trunk
and an open narrow or spreading crown.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves compound;  twigs, branches
and trunk armed with long straight brown, shiny, branched
thorns.

WOOD: Hard, strong, coarse-grained, very durable in contact
with the soil, bright red-brown.

USES: Fence posts, wheel hubs, ties, construction.

DISTRIBUTION: Typical of old fields, ditch-banks and the
borders of streams, it occurs throughout the state except in
the higher mountains.
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BLACK LOCUST
(Robinia pseudoacacia L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 8 to 14 inches
long, compound, with 7 to 19 oval leaflets, each 1 1/2 to 2
inches long and 1/2 to 3/4 inch wide, dull, dark blue-green
smooth above, pale and smooth below except along the midrib.
Fruit a bright red-brown pod, 3 to 4 inches long, 1/2 inch
wide. Bark gray, brown, or black; thick and deeply furrowed.
A tree 50 to 60 feet high with a trunk 1 to 2 feet in diameter,
terminating in a narrow oblong head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves compound; fruit a flat pod
3 to 4 inches long;  twigs and branchlets armed at the nodes
with a pair of short unbranched spines, less than 1 inch in
length.

WOOD: Heavy, hard and strong, close-grained, heartwood
very durable in contact with the soil, brown or greenish
yellow.

USES: Fence posts, insulator pins, ship building, wagon hubs,
mine props, etc.

DISTRIBUTION: Usually found on slopes and most abundant in
the mountains, however, occurring sparingly in the piedmont
where it is becoming more widely naturalized.
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EASTERN REDBUD
(Cercis canadensis L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 3 to 5 inches
long and about as broad; heart-shaped, with smooth margins;
green and smooth above, smooth or slightly hairy below.
Fruit a small pod 2 1/2 to 3 1/2 inches long, pink or rose color,
maturing the latter part of May but not falling until early winter.
Bark red-brown, smooth. A tree 25 to 50 feet high with a
trunk having a diameter of 6 to 12 inches terminating in a
wide, flat head; often little more than a shrub.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves heart-shaped; flowers
bright purplish red, pea-shaped and appear before leaves;
fruit a small reddish pod.

WOOD: Heavy, hard, not strong, close-grained, rich dark brown
tinged with red.

USES: Wood of no commercial value. The tree is widely planted
as an ornamental.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on fertile well drained soils on hillsides
and in valleys throughout the state in the piedmont, less so in
the mountains and rare in the coastal plain.
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FAMILY AQUIFOLIACEAE
AMERICAN HOLLY
(Ilex opaca Ait.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves evergreen, 2 to 4 inches long, elliptic,
thick, with thickened margins armed with spiny teeth; dull
yellow-green and smooth above, paler (often yellow), and
smooth beneath. Fruit spherical, dull red or rarely yellow,
1/4 to 1/2 inch in diameter, persistent on the branches during
winter. Bark white or pale gray, smooth on young trunks,
becoming roughened by growths that look like warts. A tree
30 to 40 feet high with a trunk 1 to 2 feet in diameter, terminating
in a narrow, pyramidal head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves evergreen, thick, with spiny
margins; fruit red, remaining on the branches during the winter.

WOOD: Light, tough, not strong, close-grained, nearly white.

USES: Cabinet work, wood-turning, engraver’s blocks,
inlaying, etc. The tree is widely planted as an ornamental and
the branches are used for Christmas decorations.

DISTRIBUTION: Reaches its best growth on rich, moist soil,
but also occurs in drier situations. Fairly common throughout
the state.
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YAUPON
 (Ilex vomitoria Ait.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves evergreen, 1 to 2 inches long and 1/4
to 1 inch wide, oval, margins with rounded teeth; leathery,
dark green, shiny and smooth above, pale and smooth below.
Fruit a small, round, bright red berry about 1/4 inch in diameter,
falling in the early winter or remaining on until spring. Bark
light red-brown, covered with small, thin scales. A tree 20 to
25 feet high with a slender trunk rarely more than 6 inches in
diameter with stout branchlets standing at right angles to the
stem; often a tall shrub with numerous stems forming dense
thickets.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves oval, small (1 to 2 inches
long), margins with rounded teeth; bark light red-brown.

WOOD: Heavy, hard, close-grained, nearly white, turning
yellow with exposure.

USES: Wood of no commercial value. The tree may be used
as an ornamental. The young dried leaves, which contain
caffeine, have been used as a substitute for tea. The Indians
prepared a concoction from them which was used as a spring
tonic.

DISTRIBUTION: Confined to a narrow strip along the coast,
where it occurs as a part of the tangled growth behind sand
dunes.
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DAHOON
(Ilex cassine L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves evergreen, 1 1/2 to 3 inches long
and 1/2 to 1 inch wide, oblong, rounded at the tip and pointed
at the base, margins smooth and spiny; thick, leathery, dark
green and shiny above, pale and smooth below except along
the midrib. Fruit a red berry about 1/4

 
inch thick, ripening in

autumn and remaining on the tree until spring. Bark dark gray,
almost smooth. A tree sometimes 25 to 30 feet high with a
trunk 1 to 1 1/2 feet in diameter, often a low shrub.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves evergreen and over twice
as long as broad, margins smooth or spiny.

WOOD: Light, soft, close-grained, not strong, pale brown.

USES: Wood of no commercial value. The tree may be used
as an ornamental.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on the margins of swamps and damp
sand dunes near the coast in the southeastern part of the
state.
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FAMILY ACERACEAE
CHALK MAPLE

 (Whitebark Maple)
(Acer leucoderme Small)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, opposite on the
twig, 2 to 3 1/2 inches in diameter, deeply divided into 3 to 5
lobes and with a slightly heart-shaped base; thin, dark yellow-
green and hairy beneath. Fruit a connected pair of small, light
red-brown, winged seed (the wings about 1/2 to 3/4 inch
long), ripening in the autumn. Bark of young stems, light gray
and smooth, becoming near the base of old trunks dark brown
or nearly black and deeply furrowed. A tree 20 to 25 feet
high with a trunk about 1 foot in diameter (often little more than
a shrub), terminating in a compact, round-topped head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves small, usually 3-lobed, thin
and hairy beneath, with smooth petioles.

WOOD: Hard, strong, close-grained, tough.

USES: Wood of little value due to the small size of the tree.

DISTRIBUTION: A hillside tree of the piedmont. Common in
Richmond, Floyd, Walker, Clarke, and Oglethorpe Counties.
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RED MAPLE
(Acer rubrum L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, opposite on the
twig, 1 1/2 to 6 inches long and slightly less wide, deeply
divided into 3 to 5 lobes, the margins of which are toothed;
light green and smooth on the upper surface, pale and smooth
or only slightly hairy below; stems or petioles red. Fruit usually
red, often pale yellow, paired or double, both appearing on
one stem 3 to 4 inches long, each seed with a wing about 1
inch long, ripening in the spring. Bark of young stems and
branches light gray, on old trunks breaking up into long, narrow,
scaly plates, separated by shallow fissures. A tree 50 to 70
feet high with a long trunk 1 to 2 feet in diameter, terminating
in an irregular or rounded head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves green above, silvery below,
lobes toothed on the margin, petioles or stems red, twigs dark
red, shiny, odorless; buds blunt.

WOOD: Fairly hard, strong but brittle, close-grained. A soft
maple.

USES: Interior finish, flooring, veneer, furniture, boxes, crates,
crossties, woodenware, slack cooperage.

DISTRIBUTION: Occurs throughout the state, being found in
the valleys and on hillsides in the piedmont and mountains and
in swamps and low ground in the coastal plain.
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FLORIDA MAPLE
(Southern Sugar Maple)
 (Acer barbatum Michx.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, opposite on the
twig, 1 1/2 to 3 inches long and broad, with 3 to 5, shallowly
separated, rounded lobes; dark green, smooth and shiny above,
pale and hairy below; petioles or stems usually hairy. Fruit
small, green, often slightly hairy, with spreading wings 3/8 to
3/4 inch

 
long. Bark of the trunk smooth, pale, becoming on old

trees dark and deeply furrowed. A tree 40 to 50 feet high
with a trunk 1 to 2 feet in diameter, and small, erect, spreading
branches.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves with 3 to 5 shallowly
separated, rounded lobes, hairy below; petioles or stems
usually hairy.

WOOD: Heavy, hard, strong, close-grained, tough, light brown,
tinged with red.

USES: Wood of little commercial value. The tree often planted
for shade.

DISTRIBUTION: Occurring on river banks and in low wet
woods of the coastal plain and lower piedmont, being found
as far north as Clarke and Oglethorpe Counties.
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BOXELDER
(Acer negundo L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, opposite on the
twig, 5 to 8 inches long, compound, with 3 to 5 pointed leaflets,
each coarsely toothed above the middle and rounded at the
base, light green and smooth above, paler and smooth below
except along the midrib. Fruit double or paired as in other
maples, with hairy wings; hanging in clusters of several to
the stem and often persistent after the leaves have fallen.
Bark light brown with narrow, rounded ridges separated by
shallow fissures; more deeply furrowed on old trees. A tree
60 to 70 feet high with an irregular bole, terminating in a
spreading head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves compound, resembling those
of an ash; fruit persistent after the leaves have fallen; twigs
green and shiny.

WOOD: Light, soft, close-grained, weak, creamy white.

USES: Wood of little value though occasionally used for fuel
and as an ornamental.

DISTRIBUTION: Occurring generally on moist, deep soils near
streams and found throughout the state, though less common
in the coastal plain and higher mountains than in the piedmont.
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FAMILY HIPPOCASTANACEAE
PAINTED BUCKEYE
(Georgia Buckeye)

(Aesculus sylvatica Bartr.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, compound with
5 to 6 oblong, pointed, sharply toothed leaflets each 3 to 8
inches long and 1 1/2 to 3 1/4 inches wide, all set on the end
of the leaf stems which are 4 1/2 to 6 inches long; yellow-
green and smooth and shiny below. Fruit a leathery, 3-celled
and usually 3-seeded pod, 1 1/8 to 1 5/8 inches thick; seeds
dark brown, about 3/4 inch thick. Bark dark brown separating
on the surface into small, thin scales. A tree 25 to 30 feet high
with a trunk 6 to 10 inches in diameter with slender, spreading
branches; more often a shrub.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves compound with usually 5
leaflets arranged into a fan-shaped spray on the end of the
stems; winter buds 1/3 to 1/2 inch long with light, reddish
brown overlapping and tightly fitting scales.

WOOD: Light, soft, close-grained, creamy white.

USES: Usually not of sufficient size to be of any value.

DISTRIBUTION: Typical of fertile hillsides and common to the
woods of the eastern part of the state.
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FAMILY TILIACEAE
WHITE BASSWOOD

(Tilia heterophylla Vent.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 3 to 5 inches
long, 2 to 4 inches wide, broadly egg-shaped or sometimes
almost heart-shaped, margins finely toothed, dark green and
smooth above, and covered with white or brownish hairs
below. Fruit a dry, rounded pod, 1 or 2 seeded, about
1/3 inch in diameter, covered with short, thick, brownish wool;
attached in clusters to the narrow, leafy, flower bract. Bark
on young trees green or grayish green, later breaking up into
narrow, somewhat scaly ridges. A tree 60 to 80 feet high
with a trunk 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 feet in diameter, terminating in a
broad, round-topped head with often pendulous branches.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves broadly ovate or heart-
shaped; fruit in clusters and on a stalk that is fastened to a
leaf-like bract.

WOOD: Soft, light, weak, fine-grained, light brown.

USES: Woodenware, picture frames, veneer, toys, trunks,
pianos, excelsior, etc.

DISTRIBUTION: Occurs on deep, moist soil and is found
principally in the mountains and piedmont.
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FAMILY CORNACEAE
WATER TUPELO

(Nyssa aquatica L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 5 to 10 inches
long and 2 to 4 inches wide, long ovate with a long-pointed
tip, margins smooth or coarsely toothed; thick, dark green,
shiny and smooth on the upper surface, pale and hairy below.
Fruit dark purple, large, about 1 inch long, one to the stem;
flesh acid to the taste. Bark brownish gray, with scaly ridges.
A tree 80 to 100 feet high with a trunk 2 to 3 feet in diameter,
usually much enlarged at the base, and terminating in a narrow
oblong or pyramidal head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves large; margins often toothed;
fruit large (1 inch long); base of trunk much enlarged.

WOOD: Light, soft, tough, not strong, white.

USES: Box boards, furniture, interior trim, crossties, pulp.

DISTRIBUTION: Restricted to the lower coastal plain where it
is usually found in river swamps.
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BLACK TUPELO
(Blackgum)

(Nyssa sylvatica Marsh.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 2 to 5 inches
long, 1/2 to 3 inches wide, ovate, with smooth margins; thick,
dark green and shiny above, pale and slightly hairy below,
especially the midrib. Fruit dark blue, about 1/2 inch long,
fleshly, sour and bitter, with an indistinctly ribbed, bony seed.
Bark light brown, often tinged with red, deeply furrowed. A
tree occasionally 100 feet high with a trunk 3 to 4 feet in
diameter, terminating in a flat-topped, or when crowded,
sometimes pyramidal head

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves ovate and shiny above;
winter buds mostly at the ends of short, lateral branches
which are at right angles to the main branch; fruit dark blue,
sour, stone indistinctly ribbed.

WOOD: Heavy, soft, strong, tough, not durable, light yellow or
nearly white.

USES: Box boards, furniture, interior trim, crossties, pulp.

DISTRIBUTION: Found throughout the state, being restricted
to the swamps in the coastal plain, but ascending the steep
hillsides in the mountains.
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SWAMP TUPELO
(Swamp Blackgum)

(Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora (Walt.) Sarg.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 1 1/2 to 4 inches
long and 3/4 to 1 1/2 inches wide, oblong, margins smooth;
dark green, smooth and shiny on the upper surface, pale and
smooth below. Fruit usually in pairs, dark blue, about 1/3 to
1/2 inch long, pulp surrounding a bony seed with prominent
ribs. Bark dark gray and deeply furrowed. A tree seldom
over 30 to 40 feet high with a much swollen base, gradually
tapering upward and terminating in a narrow, pyramidal or
round-topped head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves narrow; fruit with a
prominently ridged stone; bark gray.

WOOD: Light, soft, not strong, difficult to split, nearly white.

USES: Woodenware, boxes, crates, pulp.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on the edges of small “ponds” and
along streams in the coastal plain.
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FLOWERING DOGWOOD
(Cornus florida L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 3 to 6 inches
long and 1 1/2 to 2 inches wide, opposite on the twig, oval
and pointed at each end; thick, bright green and hairy on the
upper surface, whitish and hairy below. Fruit bright red,
shiny, about 1/2 inch long and 1/4 inch broad, fleshy with a
bony seed. Bark brownish gray and broken into blocks or
squares. A tree sometimes 40 feet high with a trunk 1 to
1 1/2

 
feet in diameter with upright branches forming a

bushy head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves opposite on the twig;
flowers yellowish and surrounded by 4 large, white or pinkish
bracts (flower leaves); fruit bright red, shiny; oblong, bark
broken into small blocks.

WOOD: Heavy, very hard, strong, close-grained, light brown,
tinged with red.

USES: Shuttle blocks, pulleys, mallet heads, bobbin heads,
golf club heads, handles, etc. Widely planted as an ornamental
and has pink or red flowered varieties.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on fertile, well drained soils throughout
the state.
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FAMILY ERICACEAE
SOURWOOD

(Oxydendrum arboreum (L.) DC.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 5 to 7 inches
long, 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 inches wide, oblong and pointed at each
end, margins finely toothed; dark green, shiny and smooth on
the upper surface, paler and smooth below. Fruit a conical,
dry capsule 1/3 to 1/2 inch long, hanging in drooping clusters,
sometimes a foot in length. Bark smooth and reddish on young
branches, becoming gray on old trunk and deeply furrowed.
A tree 50 to 60 feet high with a trunk 1 to 1 1/2 feet in
diameter (usually smooth), with spreading branches forming
an oblong, round-topped head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves long and slender with a
sour taste, turning a distinctive bright red in autumn; the empty
fruit capsule persisting on the tree until late in the autumn.

WOOD: Heavy, hard, close-grained, brown, tinged with red.

USES: Sometimes used for tool handles. Favored for
production of sourwood honey.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on fertile, well drained soil throughout
the state but more abundant in the mountains and upper
piedmont.
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FAMILY EBENACEAE
PERSIMMON

(Diospyros virginiana L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 2 to 6 inches
long and 1 to 3 inches wide, ovate with a pointed tip and a
rounded base, margins smooth; dark green and smooth above,
light green and smooth below. Fruit pulpy, almost spherical,
dull orange to reddish or purplish brown, 3/4 to 1 1/2 inches in
diameter, edible. Bark dark gray and broken up into small
blocks.  A tree 30 to 50 feet high with a trunk 1 to 1 1/2 feet
in diameter, with spreading branches forming a broad or
narrow, round-topped head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Fruit pulpy, about 1 inch in diameter,
edible; bark dark gray and broken up into small blocks.

WOOD: Heavy, strong, hard, fine-grained, heartwood brown
to black, sapwood whitish.

USES: Shuttles, golf club heads, shoe lasts, etc.

DISTRIBUTION: Occurs on light, well drained soil throughout
the state, probably most plentiful in the upper coastal plain
and lower piedmont.
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FAMILY STYRACACEAE
CAROLINA SILVERBELL

(Halesia carolina L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 3 to 5 inches
long and 1 1/2 to 2 inches wide, elliptic, usually with a long
point at the tip, margins finely toothed; dark yellow-green and
smooth on the upper surface, pale and hairy below. Fruit a
dry pod 1 1/4 to 1 3/4 inches long, with 4 broad wings. Bark
on branches and upper trunk almost smooth, light reddish
brown, with longitudinal yellowish streaks; on older trunks,
slightly ridged. A tree rarely 40 feet high with a short trunk
1 to 1 1/2 feet in diameter, often divided near the ground into
several spreading stems forming a rounded head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Bark on branches and upper trunks
reddish brown with longitudinal, yellowish streaks; flower
bell-shaped, white, drooping; fruit 4-winged.

WOOD: Light, soft, close-grained, light brown.

USES: When large enough, cut for lumber and used as a
substitute for cherry.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on wooded slopes and the banks
of streams; most abundant in the mountains and upper
piedmont, rare in the coastal plain.
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FAMILY OLEACEAE
WHITE ASH

(Fraxinus americana L.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 8 to 12 inches
long, opposite on the twig, compound with 5 to 9 ovate to
oval, pointed leaflets, margins smooth or finely toothed; dark
green and smooth above, pale and smooth below. Fruit
including the wing 3/8 to 1 1/2 inches long, seeds short and
plump, the wing pointed, oblong and notched at the end, 1/8 to
1/4 inch broad, not extending down the sides of the seed.
Bark ashy gray and furrowed into close, diamond-shaped
areas, separated by narrow ridges. A tree 50 to 80 feet high
with a trunk 2 to 3 feet in diameter, with stout, upright branches,
forming a narrow crown.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves compound, opposite on the
twig; leaf scars nearly encircling the buds; wing of fruit not
extending down the sides of the seed.

WOOD: Heavy, hard, strong, close-grained, tough, brown.

USES: Handles, vehicle parts, furniture, trunks, plywood,
steering wheels, baseball bats, oars, etc. One of Georgia’s
most valuable hardwoods.

DISTRIBUTION: Found on moist, fertile soil throughout the state;
most abundant in the mountains and piedmont.
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GREEN ASH
(Fraxinus pennsylvanica Marsh.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, opposite on the
twigs, 10 to 12 inches long, compound with 7 to 9 narrow,
elliptical leaflets, margins finely toothed; bright green, shiny
and smooth above, smooth below except on the mid-rib. Fruit
with a narrow wing, 1 to 2 inches long, 1/4 inch or less wide,
the wing not extending along the sides of the seed. Bark
brown tinged with red and slightly furrowed. A tree 40 to 60
feet high with a trunk 1 to 2 feet in diameter and slender,
spreading branches, forming a compact head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaflets narrow, smooth below;
leaf scars straight or only slightly notched on the upper edge.

WOOD: Heavy, hard, strong, brittle, coarse-grained, light-
brown.

USES: Similar to those of white ash but the wood is of poorer
quality.

DISTRIBUTION: Occurring in low, rich, moist soil, near streams
throughout the state except in the higher mountains
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FAMILY BIGNONIACEAE
SOUTHERN CATALPA

(Catalpa bignonioides Walt.)

DESCRIPTION: Leaves deciduous in autumn, 4 to 12 inches
long, heart-shaped, with smooth margins; light green and
smooth on the upper surface, pale and hairy below. Fruit a
slender, cylindrical pod, 10 to 12 inches long, containing a
number of small, winged seeds. Bark light brown tinged with
red and separating on the surface into large, thin, irregular
scales. A tree rarely 50 feet high with a short trunk 1 to 2 feet
in diameter, terminating in a broad head.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: Leaves large (4 to 12 inches long)
heart-shaped; fruit a slender, cylindrical pod, 10 to 12 inches
long.

WOOD: Not strong, coarse-grained, in contact with the soil,
light brown. Heartwood durable.

USES: Highly valued for fence posts; the leaves are attacked
by a large, black caterpillar which is a favorite bait of fishermen.

DISTRIBUTION: Found along streams and gullies throughout
the state, but originally native only to the southwestern part.
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