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Forest Health Staff

Near ecord high number of cogongrass detections made2n 202

In 2022, Taylor County was the only county cegonigigass for the first tilmexeTweré52detections in 28,bringing

the number of known cogongrass spots in th& Bigtsctattered acrog3countieverall, these values reflect a near
equal number of new detections in 2022 compared to the 159 detections in 2021. Furthermore, there were 12¢
in 2022 compared to 86 sites in 2021. The 1776 cogongrass spots encompass a idta¢ ctdibs aockseatraent
for each spwoariesThe @orgia Forestry Commisgoagnizesspot as eradicated after tboesecutive years of finding
no cogongrass resprouts. PresE2flispotshavebeereradicated 32spotshave beenegative fawo yearandl88
spotshave beenegative faneyearwiththe remainirz29spotsclassified activeFigure 1, below, displays the annua
cogongrass status from 2016 toQ0ell, approxima&Be of all known spotsrave negative for cagiass. A
breakdown into the various categories based on percentages can be seen in Faguieddmeitdwgliestions
regarding the status of the cogongrass spot(s) on their property shweild-egiaiaal Forest Hepéhialist.
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Figure 1: Coaonarass Status Chart

2022 Cogongrass Status Summary
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Figure 2: Cogongrass status classified categorically by percentage



Known cogongrass locations in Georgia.

The majority of new cogongrass detections continue to be found Gesogithwésivever, additional spots are loca
along the western side of the state bordering Alabama, along with spots in southeast Georgia near the Blorid:
is a road map displaying all cogongrass locations, while Figure 4 displajskoawnieogongrass.

Figure 3: Cogongrass locations in Georgia.

Figure 4: Counties with known cogongrass.

Which counties hatie most detections in 2@?
The top six reporting counties in 2022 were Decaiiratalypchee, Mitchell, Seminole, and Thomas. The graph |
(figure 5) charts the number of new detections in each county.

Figure 5: Top six cogongrass reporting counties ire202
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Whereare cogongrass sites beidgtected?

The most common cogongrass detections in Georg Location of Cogongrass in
located within thinned pine stands or along road ar G .
rightsofway. Approximately 76% of all cogongrass eorgia

detections have been in woodland areas, primarily | 5
pine stands, and 17% along-oéis/. An additional < 17%
percent have been unique detections in places suc

1% 0% __93/2/‘ 0% g Woodlands

m Right-of-Way

pastures, pond dams, urban landscapes, flower be m Open
welcome centers, wildlife foc] ptat in coastal sand = Yard
dunes. These sites are of special interest to specia o Planted

tracking the movement and spread of this exotic, ir
species. Figure 7: Cogongrass locations &ijetype.

Overallwhatcounties are impacted the most by cogon@rass

The southwest corner of thesiatanues to be the cogongrass epicenter in Georgia. Decatur, Early, Seminole, Ti
Grady, Mitchell, Baker, Worth, and Miller Counties, located in southwest Georgia, and Carroll County, lgcated
complete the top 10 ranking countiemlbgrraf detections. Figure 8, below, displays the total number of cogongra
adjacent to the total number of spots.

Top 10 Cogongrass Counties 2022
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Figure 8:Top ten cogongrass counties.
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What is the cogongrass status in these counties?
Approximately 87% of all known cogongrass spots in Georgia are considered inactive. However, this percenta
counties. Figure 9, below, displays the number of active and inactivespOtsoutiies.

Cogongrass Activity in Georgia's Top Counties
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Figure 9: Cogongrass activiyn Geor gi a’'s top ten counti es.

How many cogongrass spots have lrctedannually since the Georgia Forestry Commission

began its lead role in ZOQCogongrass detections have ranged from a low of 37 in 2007 6 ia RIYAIoICEer
this tim@eriodherenave beean average of 1€ogongrass detections annkajlyrel 0,belowshows annual
detections since 800
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Figure 10: Annual cogongrass detections.
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Georgia cogongrass facts as 0220

AThis marked themy@ar the Georgia Forestry Commission has held the lead role in the cogongrass detectio
eradication program.

AThe Georgia Forestry Commission will continue to treat new cogongrass detectioret fow Eostowners

AAIl cogongrass spotsitinue toemonitored and treated annually until eradicated.

AWorkshops, presentations, field days, etc. continue to be delesreduodier Georgians ablentifying and
controlling invasive spediestythredandowner programsrkshops, and fiedgisivere conducteatklivering the
cogongrass messagenore than 66,380downei@nd @aturatesource professionals. Many more programs were
delivered by our task force partners.

A87% of théotal number of spattenegative (yr. 1, yr. 2, or eradifat

A8 of théotal cogongrass acreiageegative.

AThe average sizegongrass spot is between 0.1 2mMdcres. The largestspot treated in2ZDvas2.5acres

AOne hundred fiftyo (152) new detections in 2022 was the secosithigieggsar total since the program began.

ASeventyhreecounties have had positive cogongrass defdttigiosirof 73cogongrass counties are now
negative.

Mashall Knop, manager of
Rosemary Plantatiowas the
cogongrass detection winner fol
202!

The Georgia Forestry Commission Forest
staff held a contéstrecognizée person
detecting the greatest number of cogongre
spotsNumerous natural resource professic
and landowners reported new cogongrass
findings. However, Marshall Knop, manag
Rosemary Plantation in Grady cmiatted
the most spotdashallwas awardedfarester
orange vest along with a Forest Hei@iad.

TheGFCForest Healeptwillonce again
award a prize to the person who locates th
positive detectim 2023 herefore, all
landowners and resource professionals ar
encouraged to search for cogongrass duril
2@3calendar year.
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How to identify cogongrass:
Spring flowering season igdiseestime to detect cogongrass infestations. Cogongrass primarily flowers between

early June. The white, fluffy seed heads are visible from a distance. However, the distinct golden broalh colo
through winter following frost makasgrass visible during the colder months ofthevg@ogongrass is most difficult
to detect during the growing seilermost distinguishable feature of cogongrass is its dense, sharp, pointed rhi
system, and it is recommended thmelsibe dug up to make a positive identification.
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Threatening Georgia

e thls gunde to identify
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Cogongrass identification
brochure and pocket ID
available from the Georgia
Forestry Commission.
Contact your loi#FCoffice or

regional Forest Healthcialist to
obtain copies of these publicatio

2 il ’ J : 4 T /;' ' v
% Report C gongrass to, ,

1—800 G‘A’ TREE_S’;.

Field Guide to the
Identification of
Cogongrass

With comparisons to other |,
commonly found grass species
in the Southeast

How do | report a suspectedgongrass spot?

Call your county Georgia Forestry Commission office or gegtantlfotast Healtpecialist. A resource professional

will visit the sitentake a positive identificaliloa.Georgia Forestry Commission will continuatcapoagrass

detectionm 2022t no cost to the landowner. Landowners are required to sign a spray agreement with the Geor
Commission to legally allow resource professionals to access the property and spray the identifiedigegongrass

detections are monitored annually until eradicated.

Landowners are encouraged to share information concerning cogongrass with their family, friends, and adjoini

It is important to realize that invasive plants such as cogongratssaheadsystems and displace natural plant
communities. Therefore, invasive species have a negative impact on our forest resources.

Forest Health Specialists:
North Region

Brandon Merz Mark M
3005 Atlanta Hwy.
Gainesville, GA 30507 Albany,

(c) 912-536-7544
bmerz@gfc.state.ga.us

Southeast Region
Chris Barnes

5645 Riggins Mill Rd.
Dry Branch, GA 31020
(c) 912-601-7093
cbarnes@qfc.state.ga.us

Southwest Region

Program Coordinator
Lynne Womack

4472 Martha Berry Hwy
Rome, GA 30165

cClure

5845 Riggins Mill Road
Dry Branch, GA 31020
IHEIEI-GA—TREES (428-7337)

Forest Health
Program

Forest Health Coordinator

2910 Newton Rd.

GA 31701

(c) 229-869-8592
mmcclure@gfc.state.ga.us

(c) 912-515-5180
Iwomack@gfc.state.ga.us

Lynne Womack 312-513-5180
acki@gic.state.ga.us
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