
Please describe the colors of each species of understory and overstory trees. Summarize the coloration 
in the mountains at higher and lower elevations, and in the river corridors. Are any species still green? 
What species have peaked?  Which species are fading? 

Consider these species in your descriptions: 

Dogwood Birch 
Yellow-poplar  Sourwood 
Sumac Maple
Beech Oak
Blackgum Sassafras 
Sweetgum Hickory 
Redbud

Estimate percentage of color change from green to date: ____% above 3000’; ____% below 3000’. 

Is a good season expected?  Why?  When is “peak” expected this year?  

Describe any impact of rain, wind, drought or frost on leaf color this week and/or this season in 
general?  

Suggest a nice, scenic weekend drive for a good look at current fall color. Include  
specific information about highway numbers, historic markers, notable overlooks, weekend 
events, etc.  Please attach photos/video from these locations or of representative fall color. 

North Central GA Fall Leaf Report
Date: ____________________________ 
Name: ___________________________


	Dogwood: burgundy
	Birch: green with some yellow
	Yellowpoplar: primarily green with some yellow
	Sourwood: brilliant red
	Sumac: red
	Maple: some red/orange
	Beech: green
	Oak: green
	Blackgum: red/orange
	Sassafras: green with some early yellowing
	Sweetgum: green to yellow/orange
	Hickory: green
	Redbud: green
	above 3000: 4
	below 3000: 2
	Date: 10-04-2023
	Name: Ben Cobb
	Text6: The dominant color across all elevation ranges in north-central Georgia is primarily green.  Many early-changing and understory species such as dogwood, sourwood, sumac, and blackgum are now beginning to show some great fall color.  Also, yellow-poplar and birch are transitioning from deep summer green, to a faded green with some yellow hues.  Red maples are also showing early displays of vibrant reds and orange.
	Text9: Roy Rd. in Gilmer County, along with Newport Rd. and Aska Rd. in Fannin County provide outstanding scenery of north Georgia and rural southern Appalachia.  Stop by Lake Blue Ridge Recreation Area in Fannin County to check out this very picturesque mountain lake.  There are several festivals scheduled for this upcoming weekend.  The Georgia Mountain Fall Festival in Hiawassee kicks off on Friday October 6- Sunday October 8.  The annual Indian Summer Festival is in Suches- "The Valley Above the Clouds".  Also, the 41st Annual Georgia Marble Festival is in Jasper on Saturday October 7 and Sunday October 8.
	Text7: I anticipate another awesome leaf-viewing season this year throughout north- central Georgia.  We have received adequate spring and summer precipitation, and the forest canopy is ready to transform the landcape into a kaleidoscope of autumn splendor.  I expect fall foliage to peak in the higher elevations during the second half of October.  Currently, it looks as if lower elevations should peak during late October to within the first two weeks of November.
	Text8: We have not received any substantial rainfall within the last two weeks or so in north-central Georgia.  Some rainfall would be greatly beneficial in the short-term.  A significant cold front is on the horizon, and should pass through north Georgia this Friday.  This should plunge temperatures to the upper 30s in the higher elevations to the mid 40s in lower elevations!  This weather pattern will really ignite the fall color process within the next 10-14 days.


