
Please describe the colors of each species of understory and overstory trees. Summarize the coloration in 
the mountains at higher and lower elevations, and in the river corridors. Are any species still green? What 
species have peaked?  Which species are fading? 

Consider these species in your descriptions: 

Dogwood Birch 
Yellow-poplar Sourwood 
Sumac Maple 
Beech Oak 
Blackgum Sassafras 
Sweetgum Hickory 
Redbud 

Estimate percentage of color change from green to date: ____% above 3000’; ____% below 3000’. 

Is a good season expected?  Why?  When is “peak” expected this year? 

Describe any impact of rain, wind, drought or frost on leaf color this week and/or this season in 
general?  

Suggest a nice, scenic weekend drive for a good look at current fall color. Include  
specific information about highway numbers, historic markers, notable overlooks, weekend 
events, etc.  Please attach photos/video from these locations or of representative fall color. 

North GA Fall Leaf Report 
         NW  NC            NE 

Date:     Name: 


	Dogwood: burgundy
	Birch: faded green to yellow
	Yellowpoplar: green to yellow
	Sourwood: vibrant red
	Sumac: green to orange-red
	Maple: green-yellow-orange-red
	Beech: green
	Oak: primarily green
	Blackgum: red-orange
	Sassafras: green
	Sweetgum: green-yellow-purple
	Hickory: primarily green with some light yellow
	Redbud: green to light yellow
	above 3000: 8
	below 3000: 6
	Date of Report: 10-11-2023
	Preparer Name: Ben Cobb
	Text6: There has not been a substantial change in the overall fall color development since last week.  Areas of very nice fall color can be found in patches, but the forest canopy across all elevation ranges in north- central Georgia is predominately green.  The river corridors are displaying dull yellow to bright yellow hues from species such as yellow-poplar, black walnut, black birch, and sycamore.  Understory species such as dogwood, sourwood, sumac, and red maple are really beginning to offer some great orange and red fall foliage across the landscape.  The fall foliage across the upper elevations should rapidly begin transforming the mountainsides in the next 7-14 days due to recent cold temperatures.
	Text7: Another excellent leaf-viewing season is anticipated this year.  Recent excessive dry conditions could lead to some early leaf cast of some tree species, however, overall it should not have a major impact.  Next week into the following weekend fall colors will begin illuminating the north Georgia landscape.
	Text8: Predicted rainfall in the next several days will be welcomed throughout the area, and should reduce tree stress and potential for early leaf cast.  Another significant cooling trend is forecasted by the end of this weekend, which will accelerate fall color development.
	Text10: GA S.R. 17 from Helen to Hiawassee is providing some noticeable displays of fall foliage.  Also, GA S.R. 180 from S.R. 17 to U.S. HWY. 129/19 south of Blairsville is exhibiting some vivid fall colors from sourwood, dogwood, maple, and birch.  Another great side road in Union County that offers beautiful scenery is Town Creek School Rd.  There are numerous festivals going on this upcoming weekend!  The Georgia Mountain Fair in Hiawassee is ongoing through Saturday October 14th.  The Georgia Apple Festival is this Saturday October 14th and Sunday October 15th in Ellijay.  Also, The Fall Arts in the Park is scheduled for Saturday October 14th and Sunday October 15th in Blue Ridge.
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