
 

Please describe the colors of each species of understory and overstory trees. Summarize the coloration 
in the mountains at higher and lower elevations, and in the river corridors. Are any species still green? 
What species have peaked?  Which species are fading? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider these species in your descriptions: 
 
Dogwood  Birch  
Yellow-poplar  Sourwood  
Sumac  Maple  
Beech  Oak  
Blackgum  Sassafras  
Sweetgum  Hickory  
Redbud    

 
 
Estimate percentage of color change from green to date: 
 
 ____% above 3000’        ____% below 3000’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

North GA Fall Leaf Report 
_____NW  _____NC  _____NE 
Date:                                   Name: 
  
 



Is a good season expected?  Why?  When is “peak” expected this year?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe any impact of rain, wind, drought or frost on leaf color this week and/or this season in 
general?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggest a nice, scenic weekend drive for a good look at current fall color. Include  
specific information about highway numbers, historic markers, notable overlooks, weekend 
events, etc.  Please attach photos/video from these locations or of representative fall color. 
 


	Dogwood: burgundy and nearing peak
	Birch: green to bright yellow
	Yellowpoplar: green-yellow-brown
	Sourwood: vibrant red with most near peak
	Sumac: orange-red
	Maple: green to brilliant yellow-orange-red
	Beech: green to slight yellow
	Oak: mostly green with some yellow-red
	Blackgum: red-orange
	Sassafras: green with some yellow-orange and red
	Sweetgum: green-yellow-purple
	Hickory: mainly green with some light yellowing
	Redbud: green with some yellowing
	above 3000: 45
	below 3000: 15
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Yes
	Check Box5: Off
	Date: 10-18-2023
	Name: Ben Cobb
	Text 1: There has been noticable changes in fall color progression throughout the forests of north-central Georgia from last week.  Anywhere you drive in the mountains, from 2,000 feet to over 4,000 feet, areas of vibrant and stunning fall foliage can be seen and will not disappoint!  The forest canopy across all elevation ranges is now transitioning and offering viewers a nice reward of nature's glory.  Vibrant and vivid red displays can be seen from sourwood, maple, and sumac, and dogwood.  Yellow-poplars, birch, black walnut, and eastern redbud are showing a range of yellow color, with birch being the species with the most spectacular yellow foliage.  At this time, most of the oaks and hickories are primarily green with some speckling of yellow and red hues.  These species will soon begin adding their autumn splendor to the landscape.  The river corridors are also displaying some great fall color from birch, yellow-poplar, and maples.  The higher elevations have seen the most substantial color change in the last 7 days.  The highest mountain peaks in the state should be in near peak to peak conditions within the next 7-10 days!
	Text7: We have been having chilly nights and cool to mild afternoons recently, which is the perfect recipe for an outstanding fall color season in north-central Georgia.  I anticipate the best fall color viewing and near peak to peak conditions developing rapidly between 3,500 feet- 4,500 feet in the next week until the last weekend of October.  Late October until the first 10 days or so of November, the peak conditions will be sliding into the lower elevations and mountain valleys.
	Text8: We received some very beneficial rainfall last week, and this should help the leaves from dropping prematurely.  Brasstown Bald, the highest point in Georgia, saw temperatures in the 30's early last week, which led to rapid fall color development.  Some additional rainfall and wind is anticipated on this Thursday night into Friday.  This will most likely bring down some leaves across the highcountry, but should not spoil the season.
	Text9: The Russell Brasstown National Scenic Byway that traverses Union and White counties has numerous overlooks that are displaying some outstanding fall color at this time.  Hogpen Gap overlook is over 3,000 feet in Union county, and is a fantastic overlook on clear days.  Also, S.R. 180 traveling towards Brasstown Bald, and S.R. 180 Spur are showcasing great color.  S.R. 180 Spur is the road that leads to the summit of Brasstown Bald.  Another excellent route is Wolfpen Gap Rd. also known as S. R. 180 from U.S.19/129 from near Vogel State Park to S.R. 60 near Suches.  You will pass by Lake Winfield Scott on this route, where some very spectacular fall color displays can be found.  

There are a variety of fall festivals happening this upcoming weekend throughout north-central Georgia!  The Gainesville Chicken Festival will be held on Saturday October 21st in Gainesville.  This Saturday October 21st and Sunday October 22nd is the second and last weekend of the Georgia Apple Festival in Ellijay.  Another festival is the Gold Rush Days in Dahlonega on Saturday October 21st and Sunday October 22nd.  Also, the Appalachian Brew, Stew, and Que festival is scheduled for Saturday October 21st in Hiawassee.  The Sorghum Festival will be held in Blairsville on Saturday October 21st and Sunday October 22nd.


