
 

Please describe the colors of each species of understory and overstory trees. Summarize the coloration 
in the mountains at higher and lower elevations, and in the river corridors. Are any species still green? 
What species have peaked?  Which species are fading? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider these species in your descriptions: 
 
Dogwood  Birch  
Yellow-poplar  Sourwood  
Sumac  Maple  
Beech  Oak  
Blackgum  Sassafras  
Sweetgum  Hickory  
Redbud    

 
 
Estimate percentage of color change from green to date: 
 
 ____% above 3000’        ____% below 3000’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

North GA Fall Leaf Report 
_____NW  _____NC  _____NE 
Date:                                   Name: 
  
 



Is a good season expected?  Why?  When is “peak” expected this year?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe any impact of rain, wind, drought or frost on leaf color this week and/or this season in 
general?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggest a nice, scenic weekend drive for a good look at current fall color. Include  
specific information about highway numbers, historic markers, notable overlooks, weekend 
events, etc.  Please attach photos/video from these locations or of representative fall color. 
 


	Dogwood: dull red/ burgundy and near peak
	Birch: bright yellow and near peak with some fading
	Yellowpoplar: green to bright yellow to yellow-brown
	Sourwood: brilliant red and near peak
	Sumac: red/orange and near peak
	Maple: yellow/orange/red and near peak
	Beech: green to yellow/bronze
	Oak: green to yellow with some turning vibrant red
	Blackgum: red/orange and fading/ becoming past peak
	Sassafras: yellow/orange and red and near peak
	Sweetgum: green to yellow/purple/red
	Hickory: bright yellow and near peak
	Redbud: yellow with some beginning to fade
	above 3000: 85
	below 3000: 40
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Yes
	Check Box5: Off
	Date: 10-25-2023
	Name: Ben Cobb
	Text 1: The fall colors have rapidly transformed the north Georgia mountains over the last 7-10 days.  Exceptional fall colors can now be seen across all elevation ranges in north-central Georgia.  River corridors such as the Tallulah River in the Tate City area of Towns County, are providing spectacular displays of red, yellow, and orange.  Higher elevation ranges are offering viewers breathtaking views from overlooks of mother nature's artwork.  Sourwood, dogwood, sumac, and maple are showcasing excellent vibrant red hues, and most of these species are nearing peak fall color.  Yellow-poplars, birch, black walnut, and eastern redbud are showing off their brilliant yellow colors, with some species beginning to peak and fade in different locations.  Sassafras, hickories, and red and white oaks are also adding vibrant autumn splendor to the mountainsides across north-central Georgia.
	Text7: Over the last week, we have been having chilly nights and mild to warm afternoons, which are very conducive conditions for rapid fall color development.  Over the next 5-7 days, and throughout this upcoming weekend, will be the best and most perfect opportunity to view fall colors above 3,000 feet in north-central Georgia.  Higher elevation locales are nearing peak fall foliage at this time and will soon begin fading and move towards past peak as we enter November.  As we turn the calendar to November, peak conditions will be moving into the mountain valleys, foothills, and lower elevations.
	Text8: We have entered a period of extended dry conditions, which is fairly typical for this time of year in north-central Georgia.  No heavy rainfall, high winds, or significant frost or freeze is expected through the rest of October.  Weather conditions will be trending drier and warmer than normal, which will provide exceptional and breathtaking scenery to enjoy this fall color season in North Georgia.
	Text9: GA S.R. 17/75 from Helen to Hiawassee is currently an awesome drive to view some excellent fall colors.  U.S. Hwy. 76 from Hiawassee to Blue Ridge, Georgia is absolutely breathtaking right now!  Another great option is to venture off the beaten path and travel to rural unincorporated Tate City, Georgia along the Towns/ Rabun county lines.  The Tallulah River traverses through this community, and fall colors are exceptionally vivid and vibrant at this time.  Be sure to have the destination dialed into Google maps beforehand, since this area is very remote and does not have any cell service!  Popcorn Overlook, along U.S. Hwy. 76, in Towns County provides some excellent long range views and some good fall color.  S.R. 180 traveling towards Brasstown Bald and S.R. 180 Spur are both excellent routes for viewing amazing and excellent fall colors currently.  Brasstown Bald, the highest point in Georgia at 4,784 feet above sea level, is nearing peak conditions this last week of October into the upcoming weekend.



There are several festivals scheduled for the upcoming weekend throughout the north-central Georgia area!  The Mountain Moonshine Festival will be held in Dawsonville on Saturday October 28th and Sunday October 29th.  Also, another great festival is the Fall Festival at Vogel State Park in Blairsville on Saturday October 28th.




