
 

Please describe the colors of each species of understory and overstory trees. Summarize the coloration 
in the mountains at higher and lower elevations, and in the river corridors. Are any species still green? 
What species have peaked?  Which species are fading? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider these species in your descriptions: 
 
Dogwood  Birch  
Yellow-poplar  Sourwood  
Sumac  Maple  
Beech  Oak  
Blackgum  Sassafras  
Sweetgum  Hickory  
Redbud    

 
 
Estimate percentage of color change from green to date: 
 
 ____% above 3000’        ____% below 3000’. 
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Is a good season expected?  Why?  When is “peak” expected this year?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe any impact of rain, wind, drought or frost on leaf color this week and/or this season in 
general?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggest a nice, scenic weekend drive for a good look at current fall color. Include  
specific information about highway numbers, historic markers, notable overlooks, weekend 
events, etc.  Please attach photos/video from these locations or of representative fall color. 
 


	Dogwood: burgundy/fading/becoming past peak
	Birch: past peak
	Yellowpoplar: fading/ becoming past peak
	Sourwood: brilliant red/beginning to fade/becoming past peak
	Sumac: red/orange/fading/past peak soon
	Maple: yellow/orange/red/beginning to fade
	Beech: yellow/bronze and near peak
	Oak: yellow/orange/red/brown
	Blackgum: past peak
	Sassafras: yellow/orange/red
	Sweetgum: green/yellow/purple/red/beginning to fade
	Hickory: bright yellow and near peak 
	Redbud: past peak
	above 3000: 100
	below 3000: 75
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Yes
	Check Box5: Off
	Date: 11-01-2023
	Name: Ben Cobb
	Text 1: The fall foliage season across the Blue Ridge Mountains of north-central Georgia is moving towards past peak conditions, especially for all elevations above 3,000 feet.  Moving forward over the next 5-10 days, elevations less than 3,000 feet will be the best locales for enjoying and admiring the brilliant displays of autumn splendor.  Yellow-poplar, birch, redbud, blackgum, and dogwood are past peak in many locales.  At this time, the boundless bloom of autumn's hues will be exhibited by a variety of oak species, hickories, maples, sourwoods, American beech, and some occasional yellow-poplar.
	Text7: Overall, this has been a good leaf-viewing season, but not as spectacular, breathtaking, and vivid as last year's fall foliage season. Higher elevations have surpassed peak viewing conditions at this time, due to higher winds and freezing temperatures.  The lower elevations, sheltered and wind protected mountain valleys, and shorelines of mountain and foothill lakes will be the focal points of viewing the best displays of fall colors in the upcoming weeks.  Excellent weather conditions with clear skies and cool temperatures are anticipated over the upcoming days, which will allow for great viewing conditions in the lower elevations.
	Text8: Worsening drought conditions, high winds, and freezing temperatures are leading to some species casting leaves sooner than normal.  Widespread freezing temperatures across all elevation ranges will accelerate and move lower elevation areas into peak conditions quickly.  However, the peak conditions will be short-lived and trees will loose their leaves faster than what is historically average.
	Text9: U.S. Highway 129 from Gainesville to Blairsville is showcasing some amazing autumn colorations at this time.  Make sure to spend some time on the square in the vibrant and eclectic downtown Gainesville to explore great restaurants, shops, and other fun activities.  Another great option, is to take U.S. Highway 19/ S.R. 60 from Gainesville to Dahlonega, to Suches.  Dahlonega also has a very nice downtown area with many excellent food options, shops, and a positive north Georgia vibe.  There are several overlooks located off of U.S. Highway 19/ S.R. 60 between Dahlonega and Suches that offer fantastic views on clear days.


