
 

Please describe the colors of each species of understory and overstory trees. Summarize the coloration 
in the mountains at higher and lower elevations, and in the river corridors. Are any species still green? 
What species have peaked?  Which species are fading? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider these species in your descriptions: 
 
Dogwood  Birch  
Yellow-poplar  Sourwood  
Sumac  Maple  
Beech  Oak  
Blackgum  Sassafras  
Sweetgum  Hickory  
Redbud    

 
 
Estimate percentage of color change from green to date: 
 
 ____% above 3000’        ____% below 3000’. 
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Is a good season expected?  Why?  When is “peak” expected this year?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe any impact of rain, wind, drought or frost on leaf color this week and/or this season in 
general?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggest a nice, scenic weekend drive for a good look at current fall color. Include  
specific information about highway numbers, historic markers, notable overlooks, weekend 
events, etc.  Please attach photos/video from these locations or of representative fall color. 
 


	Dogwood: past peak
	Birch: past peak
	Yellowpoplar: yellow/brown/past peak
	Sourwood: light red/bright red
	Sumac: red/fading and becoming past peak
	Maple: yellow/orange/red/fading and becoming past peak
	Beech: yellow/bronze/brown and near peak
	Oak: yellow/red/brown and near peak
	Blackgum: past peak
	Sassafras: yellow/orange/red/becoming past peak
	Sweetgum: yellow/red/purple and becoming past peak
	Hickory: bright yellow/muted yellow/brown
	Redbud: past peak
	above 3000: 100
	below 3000: 95
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Yes
	Check Box5: Off
	Date: 11-08-2023
	Name: Ben Cobb
	Text 1: The 2023 fall leaf-viewing season across north-central Georgia is winding down and will be concluding within the next week.  All elevations above around 2,200 feet are now well past peak.  Freezing temperatures, high winds, and abnormally dry conditions have led to leaves casting and falling to the forest floor earlier than normal.  However, great fall color can still be found in lower elevations such as around Gainesville and Lake Lanier in Hall County.  A mix of red and white oaks, sourwood, maple, American beech, some yellow-poplar, and hickory are the primary tree species still displaying their brilliant autumn splendor in elevations less than 2,000 feet!  
	Text7: Moving forward over the next 5-7 days, the best places for viewing the last remnants of fall colors for this season will be around the Hall, Forsyth, Dawson, and Lumpkin county areas at elevations less than 2,000 feet.  The cities of Gainesville and Cumming have many city parks and trails that provide a great opportunity to enjoy some spectacular autumn colors in a more urban forested setting.  
	Text8: Widespread freezing temperatures across all elevation ranges last week has led to rapid fall color change.  Most tree species are reaching peak conditions for a very brief period, and then casting leaves sooner than what is average due to prolonged and worsening drought conditions.
	Text9: State Route 136 North of Gainesville to North of Dawsonville is still offering some nice fall colorations.  Take a drive down Bailey Waters Rd. in Dawson County to intersect with State Route 52, and go West on 52 and be sure to stop by Amicalola Falls State Park to enjoy some of the last vestiges of this years autumn splendor.  Linwood Nature Preserve, Elachee Nature Science Center, and many other county and city parks in Gainesville are currently showcasing some outstanding displays of yellow, orange, and red!  Also, Sawnee Mountain Preserve located in Forsyth County, and managed by the Forsyth County Parks and Recreation Department offers miles of hiking trails and an overlook at the Indian Seats trail to observe and enjoy the amazing fall colors of north Georgia!


