
 

Please describe the colors of each species of understory and overstory trees. Summarize the coloration 
in the mountains at higher and lower elevations, and in the river corridors. Are any species still green? 
What species have peaked?  Which species are fading? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider these species in your descriptions: 
 
Dogwood  Birch  
Yellow-poplar  Sourwood  
Sumac  Maple  
Beech  Oak  
Blackgum  Sassafras  
Sweetgum  Hickory  
Redbud    

 
 
Estimate percentage of color change from green to date: 
 
 ____% above 3000’        ____% below 3000’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

North GA Fall Leaf Report 
_____NW  _____NC  _____NE 
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Is a good season expected?  Why?  When is “peak” expected this year?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe any impact of rain, wind, drought or frost on leaf color this week and/or this season in 
general?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggest a nice, scenic weekend drive for a good look at current fall color. Include  
specific information about highway numbers, historic markers, notable overlooks, weekend 
events, etc.  Please attach photos/video from these locations or of representative fall color. 
 


	Dogwood: deep burgundy/ red
	Birch: bright yellow/defoliated
	Yellowpoplar: bright yellow/brown/defoliated
	Sourwood: burgundy/bright red/ light red
	Sumac: bright red/ burgundy/defoliated
	Maple: yellow/orange/red/defoliated
	Beech: yellow
	Oak: red/brown/yellow/ partially green
	Blackgum: deep red/red
	Sassafras: yellow /orange/red/defoliated
	Sweetgum: brown/purple/yellow/defoliated
	Hickory: bright yellow/ dull yellow/ brown
	Redbud: yellow/ gold
	above 3000: 95+
	below 3000: 75
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Yes
	Date: 11-01-2023
	Name: Brian Tate
	Text 1: 3000 feet and above: Although higher elevations are still within peak period many trees are loosing their leaves quickly. We should get one more good weekend of color before the majority of foliage is lost. The majority of birches have lost their foliage along with many of the maples and yellow poplar. Oaks and hickories are still strong but likely to change very soon due to below freezing temperatures and high winds.Below 3000 feet: Elevations below 3000 feet are within peak period with great coloration amongst oaks,hickories, maples,sassafras, sourwood, and a few other species. River corridors have lost the majority of their color due to composition primarily being poplar, sycamore, birch and alders.
	Text7: This has been an average season thus far. Elevations above 3000 feet are on the tail end of peak. Frost and freezing temperatures have accelerated leaf loss. Lower elevations are within peak period and great views can be expected with projected cool clear days ahead. However, with freezing temperatures trees will shed their leaves much more quickly, so expect the lower elevations to have a short but sweet transition. 
	Text8: With all elevations falling into below freezing weather conditions leaf color change will be brief and cause trees to shed their leaves sooner. Color change is dictated by the shortening of daylight hours but the length of time the trees hold on to their leaves is influenced by temperature, primarily freezing temperatures.
	Text9: For NE Georgia the Richard B. Russell Parkway has great views in White County. With the town of Helen nearby you can visit their many shops and restaurants and see attractions that are unique to the area.  If your traveling the Rabun County region, Sky Valley and Black Rock Mountain State Park offers great views from some of the best overlooks around. There is also the town of Clayton to visit for mountain shops, restaurants or overnight accommodations. For lower elevations don't overlook areas like Moccasin Creek State Park, Unicoi State Park, and Lake Russell Recreation area. These recreation areas all have water bodies that make foliage viewing great by combining an additional aesthetic to the scene. These lower elevations will be in their peak viewing over the next week. I intend on making them my main focal points in next weeks report.


